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Introduction

Who is this book for?

Practice Tests for IELTS will prepare you for the IELTS test whether you are taking the test for
the first time or re-sitting the test. It has been written for learners with band score 5-5.5 who
are trying to achieve band score 6 or higher. The book, with its answer key and model answers,
has been designed so that you can use the materials to study on your own. However, the book
can also be used as part of IELTS preparation classes.

Content

Practice Tests for IELTS is divided into three sections. The first section contains an introduction,
an overview of the IELTS examination, and strategies for success in the exam. The second
section contains four complete Academic tests and two General Training tests for Reading and
Writing. The third section contains a mini-dictionary, a full audio script, sample answer sheets,
answer keys for the Listening and Reading papers, and model answers for the Writing and
Speaking questions.

Specifically the book contains:

Tips for success - essential advice for success in your exam

an Overview of the IELTS examination - a quick reference to IELTS whenever you need to
remind yourself of what to expect on exam day

Quick guides - brief summaries of the question types for each part of the exam

Challenges and solutions - strategy and skill reviews to help you learn how to overcome the
most common challenges in each part of the test

Practice tests - four complete Academic tests and two General Training tests for Reading and
Writing

Mini-dictionary - definitions and examples of the most important high-level vocabulary from
Practice Tests for IELTS [definitions are from Collins COBUILD dictionaries)

Audio script - the full texts of what you will hear in the Listening and Speaking sections

Sample answer sheets - familiarize yourself with the answer sheets used in the Listening,
Reading and Writing sections of the IELTS exam

Answer keys - the answers for all the questions in the Listening and Reading sections
Model answers - example answers for the Writing and Speaking sections, all of which would
achieve the highest marks in the [ELTS test

CD - MP3 files with all of the Listening passages, questions from the Speaking tests and the
model answers for the Speaking tests.

vWiplybieap
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Tips for success |f|nnqunqq

Make a plan to succeed and start by following these tips.

e Register for the test early. If you are applying for university check the application deadlines.
Make sure that you register to take the test well before the deadline to ensure that your scores
arrive on time.

* Find out the score requirements for the universities you want to apply to. Degree programmes
that have minimum-score requirements typically post them on their admissions websites.

* Start to study early. The more you practise, the more you will improve your skills. Give
yourself at least one month to complete all of the practice tests in this book. Spend at least
one hour a day studying and don't give up. Remember, by using this book, you are on your way
to high scores in the IELTS test!

e Time yourself when you complete the practice tests.

* Don't be afraid to make your own notes on the page. For example, writing down the definitions
to words you don't know will help you remember them later on.

e Read or listen to the model answer

¢ In the Writing test, return to the questions and try to come up with new responses. Keep
practising until creating responses within the time limits becomes easy for you.

Using the book for self-study

Having access to someone who can provide informed feedback on your answers to the Writing
and Speaking questions is an advantage. However, you can still learn a lot working on your own
or with a study partner, who is willing to give and receive feedback.

Ideally, you should begin by working through the Challenges and solutions for each part of the
exam. Try to carry out the suggested activities as these will help you to develop the skills you will
need to do well in each section.

When you are ready to try the practice tests make sure you attempt the Writing and Speaking
tasks. These are skills that can only be improved through extensive practice. At the same time,
you should aim to become well informed about a wide variety of subjects, not just those covered
in the book. The IELTS Writing and Speaking tests can cover almost any topic considered to be
within the grasp of a well-educated person.

Practise writing to a time limit. If you find this difficult at first, you could focus first on writing

a high-quality response of the correct length. Then you could start to reduce the time allowed
gradually until you are able to write an acceptable answer within the time limit. You should
become familiar enough with your own handwriting that you can accurately estimate the number
of words you have written at a glance.

Model answers should be studied to identify the underlying approach and effect on the reader.
Do not memorize essays or letters or attempt to fit a pre-existing response around another
exam question. By working through the practice tests in the book, you should develop the skills and
language to effectively express your own responses to unseen exam questions on the day.
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Overview of the IELTS examination

The International English Language Testing System (IELTS) is jointly managed by the British
Council, Cambridge ESOL Examinations and IDP Education, Australia.

There are two versions of the test:
e Academic
e General Training.

The Academic test is for students wishing to study at undergraduate or postgraduate level inan
English-medium environment.

The General Training test is for people who wish to migrate to an English-speaking country.

There are separate Reading and Writing modules for the Academic and General Training IELTS

tests. .H

L

Listening 30 minutes, plus 10 minutes for transferring answers to the answer sheet. There
are 4 sections in this part of the test.

The test
There are four parts to the test.

Reading 60 minutes. There are 3 texts in this section, with 40 questions to answer.

Writing 60 minutes. There are 2 writing tasks. Your answer for Task 1 should have a
minimum of 150 words. Your answer for Task 2 should have a minimum of 250
words.

Speaking 11-14 minutes. There are 3 parts in this section. This part of the test will be
recorded.

Timetabling - Listening, Reading and Writing must be taken on the same day, and in the order
listed above. Speaking can be taken up to seven days before or after the other modules.

Scoring - Each part of the test is given a band score. The average of the four scores produces the
Overall Band Score. You do not pass or fail IELTS; you receive a score.

IELTS and the Common European Framework of Reference

The CEFR shows the level of the learner and is used for many English as a Foreign Language
examinations. The table below shows the approximate CEFR level and the equivalent IELTS
Overall Band Score.

Proficient user 9
(Advanced) C1 7-8
Independent user B2 5-6.5
(Intermediate - Upper Intermediate) B1 4-5

Practice Tests for IELTS



Overview of the IELTS examination

This table contains the general descriptors for the band scores 1-9.

2 Expert user Has fully operational command of the language: appropriate, accurate and fluent
with complete understanding

8 Very good user Has fully operational command of the language, with only occasional
unsystematic inaccuracies and inappropriacies. Misunderstandings may occur in
unfamiliar situations. Handles complex detailed argumentation well

7 Good user Has operational command of the language, though with occasional inaccuracies,
inappropriacies and misunderstandings in some situations. Generally handles
complex language well and understands detailed reasoning

6 Competent user Has generally effective command of the language despite some inaccuracies,
inappropriacies and misunderstandings. Can use and understand fairly complex
language, particularly in familiar situations

5 Modest user Has partial command of the language, coping with overall meaning in most
situations, though is likely to make many mistakes. Should be able to handle basic
communication in own field

Limited user Basic competence is limited to familiar situ
understanding and expression. |s not able t

F <

3 Extremely limited user Conveys and understands only general meaning in very familiar situations.
Frequent breakdowns in communication occur

2 Intermittent user No real communication is possible except for the most basic information using
isolated words or short formulae in familiar situations and to meet immediate
needs. Has great difficulty understanding spoken and written English

1 Non user Essentially has no ability to use the language beyond possibly a few isolated words

0 Did not attempt the test No assessable information provided

Marking
The Listening and Reading papers have 40 items, each worth one mark if correctly answered.
Here are some examples of how marks are translated into band scores.

Listening 16 out of 40 correct answers: band score 5
23 out of 40 correct answers: band score 6
30 out of 40 correct answers: band score 7
Reading 15 out of 40 correct answers: band score 5
23 out of 40 correct answers: band score 6
30 out of 40 correct answers: band score 7

Writing and Speaking are marked according to performance descriptors.

Writing - Examiners award a band score for each of four areas with equal weighting:
Task achievement (Task 1)

Task response (Task 2]

Coherence and cohesion

Lexical resource and grammatical range and accuracy

Speaking - Examiners award a band score for each of four areas with equal weighting:
Fluency and coherence

¢ Lexical resource

* Grammatical range

® Accuracy and pronunciation
For full details of how the examination is scored and marked, go to: www.ielts.org.



Strategies for success

Quick guide

Definition

The Listening test, which is the same in both the Academic and the General Training |[ELTS exams,
tests your comprehension of English lectures, monologues and conversations. The test includes
different types of listening passages spoken by a range of native speakers. Some passages are

about academic topics, while others focus on experiences that a student may encounter on and off
campus. The Listening test is the same for both the IELTS Academic and IELTS General Training test.

Targeted skills

In order to do well in the Listening test, you must be able to:
* understand main ideas

e identify specific details

¢ identify a speaker’s opinion and attitude

* answer questions within the given time.

The Listening passages
The Listening paper contains four sections with a total of 40 questions. There are four different
types of passage in each Listening test.

The first two sections deal with social needs. The first passage will be a conversation, for example
between a customer and a shop assistant or two friends making plans. The second passage will be
a monologue, for example a guest on a radio show or someone explaining a service at university.

The last two sections focus on an academic context. The third passage will be a conversation
with up to four people who might be discussing an assignment or talking to a tutor about their
studies. The forth passage will be a monologue and feature a lecture or academic talk.

Questions

A variety of question types accompany each Listening passage. These can include any of the following:
* multiple choice

* matching

e plan/map / diagram labelling

¢ sentence / chart/ form completion

* summary completion

e classification.

Timing
You will have 30 minutes to answer the questions and 10 minutes to transfer your answers to the

answer sheet. A sample answer sheet is provided at the end of this book. The recording is played
once only.

Practice Tests for IELTS irlanguage



Challenges and solutions

» CHALLENGE 1: ‘I don’t know a lot of the words that | hear in the audio recordings or see in

the questions.’

Quick guide: Listening test

SOLUTION: Expand your vocabulary. Sections 3 and 4 of the Listening test focus mainly on
academic contexts. There are several word lists available that present the most common
words found in academic settings. The Academic Word List (AWL), developed by Averil
Coxhead, is a list of 570 words that are commonly included in introductory college texts.
Getting to know these words will likely help you perform better in the test and prepare for
entering English-language courses. Read as widely as possible before the exam in order to
expand your general vocabulary.

SOLUTION: Use the context - words or phrases around unknown words - in recordings, questions,
or answer options to help you work out meaning. In the Listening test, speakers will often

provide a number of clues for the meaning of key terms. See the table below for common ways
that speakers give context clues for key terms. To practise, try listening to English-language

news programmes. Announcers often make

types of clues.

key term several times in
the same paragraph.

i

‘. _éi:'a_mp:le' '

Animals use camouflage
to protect themselves
from predators. An animal
might blend in with the
background to camouflage
itself.

The speaker will repeat a

N

tne mea

w;ys-;bf-giﬁng cdn_téxt dues .

The speaker will often
reword a phrase so that
the meaning of a term
is clearer. A rewording
often includes the
following phrases:

e By that, | mean ...

e What I'm talking about

hereis ...
e In other words, ...

Example
Why do companies vet
new hires? | mean, why do
they perform background
checks and check out

the potential employee’s
history?

~ Definition signposts

Speakers use certain

terms to introduce a

definition, including:

e This refers to ...

e This means ...

e Thatsa..

s | think a definition is in
order here.

Example
It's a matter of agency.
I think a definition is in
order here. Agency is
people’s ability to make
choices that will influence
their futures.

e ~E mvartarmme ~laar b e
ning of new terms clear by using &

- Giving examples

In order to clarify a
definition, speakers will
give examples. Listen for
the following phrases for
examples:

e like

* suchas
e you know

Example

Engaging in recreational
activities, such as jogging
or playing an instrument,
has been shown to reduce
stress levels.

» CHALLENGE 2: ‘I get lost as | listen to lectures in the Listening test.’

SOLUTION: Sometimes it's difficult to stay focused throughout the academic lectures in the
IELTS test. One way to avoid problems with this is to practise identifying the organizational
structure of IELTS Listening passages. If you understand how each passage is generally
structured, you will be better able to predict what type of information will be included in the
lecture and where this information will appear in the lecture. If you lose concentration while
listening, you just have to think about how the passage is structured in order to get back on
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track. Note that nearly all of the academic lectures in the IELTS Listening test follow one of the
following common organizational structures:

e definition

e compare and contrast

* process

* classification

e theory/ support

 pros and cons (advantages and disadvantages)
* cause and effect.

To practise, try listening to some of the lectures on the CD for this book. See if you can identify
what types of structures they follow.

SOLUTION: Listen for signposts. A signpost is a word or phrase that is used to signal a specific
type of information in a Listening passage. For example, some signposts signal the introduction
of a new topic (e.g. On a different note ...}, while others signal the definition of a key term [e.g. By
that, | mean ...). By listening for signposts, you can get a better sense of what is happening in the
lecture, which will help you become focused again. To practise, listen to a recording of a lecture
from this book and write down all the signpost words you hear. Then check your notes against
the script. How many did you notice?

SOLUTION: Recognize what information is important and what is not. During a Listening
passage, speakers often digress, or talk about information that is not directly related to the
main topic of the lecture or conversation. If you get lost while you are listening, recognizing
digressions will help you refocus on the important information. See the table below for words
and expressions that are often used to introduce digressions.

Now, this won't be in the test, but it's interesting to think about. o °
You don’t have to write this down, but consider that ... 0 u’ lplOb ' e p
Just as an aside, | want you all to know that ... - oe * .

This is only somewhat related, but ...

It doesn't really make a difference to what we re discussing today, but don't you think that ... ?

Don't let this confuse you, because it doesn't really apply to what we 're talking about today.

This may be oversimplified, but for the purposes of today's lecture, it's really all you need to know about X.

» CHALLENGE 3: ‘| don’t always understand the conversations in the audio recordings - there’s
so much back and forth and corrections and other stuff.’

SOLUTION: Unlike written language, spoken language is more informal and includes
interruptions, mispronunciations, repetitions, clarifications, pauses, intonation changes to make
a point, and so on. The Listening passages in the IELTS test are authentic-sounding lectures and
conversations and include many common features of spoken language.

Try listening to the audio passages in this book and notice features like interruptions, mistakes,
and repetitions. These features are included in order to make the Listening passages sound

Practice Tests for IELTS



lrlnngunge Quick guide: Listening test

more natural. By noting and understanding how speakers use these features, you will become
more accustomed to the flow of the Listening passages in the IELTS test.

Sorry Now, their meaning is entirely |OK, this is important.

Wait; what about ... ? explicit - or rather, entirely Let me say that again.
A: Soyou're a fresher and—  |implicit. Another difference Did you get that?
Examples B: A second year, actually. between the two animals is

that salamanders - sorry, |
mean lizards - can live in a
much drier environment.

Typically, if someone When a speaker misspeaks, |Repeated information is

interrupts another person, be sure to write down the often tested in the I[ELTS

the information is important. |correction, since answer test. If you hear repeated
Notes For example, a person might | options for detail questions  |information, write it down in

interrupt the other speaker |are often based on these. your notes.

to give correct or updated

information.

SOLUTION: Get used to the flow of native English by exposing yourself to as much natural
English as possible. The more exposure you have to native-English speech, the more you'll
understand the English used in the IELTS test. Ways of increasing your exposure to spoken
English include:

 watching TV programmes or films. The TV programmes don't have to be educational -
comedies and dramas include great examples of natural spoken English. While you watch,
note how people often interrupt each other, correct themselves after making a mistake, or
quickly change topics. If you find this difficult, try watching films with subtitles. Listening can
be easier when you can read to check understanding.

s joining an English-language speaking club. You might find that your university, local library,
or community centre has one. By joining, you will not only be able to practise speaking
English, you will also have the opportunity to hear native speakers and take partin natural
conversations.

» CHALLENGE 4: ‘I don’t always understand the speakers. Sometimes they talk too fast.’

SOLUTION: The speakers in the Listening passages in the IELTS test are native speakers of
English. Differences in pronunciation and speed reflect the way that native speakers of English
actually talk. There are many common English reductions that you may hear in the IELTS test.
Reductions are shortened forms of certain word combinations that omit sounds or blend two or
more words. Reductions are very common in the Listening passages of the IELTS test, so make
sure you know how they are formed. Study the table below for common reductions. You can
practise by listening to audio passages from this book and noticing the reductions. Are some
harder to understand than others? Focus on them, and listen as many times as it takes for the
meanings to become clear.

11



Common reductions

Who did you go to the cinema with?
What did you do that for?

When did you finish?

Where did you get those shoes?
How did you do in the test?

How have you been doing?

Don't you like him?

Did you talk to her?

What are you going to do?

How about this one?

I'm trying to finish my homework.
A lot of people were there.

I don’t know.

I've got to go now.

Could you help me with this?

Whodja go to the cinema with?
Whatdja do that for?

Whendja finish?

Wheredja get those shoes?
Howdja do in the test?
Howvya been doing?

Doncha like im?

Didja talk to ‘er?

Whataya gonna do?

How ‘bout this one?

I'm tryna finish my homework.
Alotta people were there.

I dunno.

I've gotta go now.

Couldja help me with this?

bt ddbbdddddddd

SOLUTION: Listen to some English-language podcasts or radio programmes. At first, practise
listening to only a minute or two of the programme at a time. As your comprehension improves,
increase the listening time. When you listen, focus on understanding the speakers’ pronunciation
throughout the entire programme. Listen to the programmes as many times as you need to until
you understand the main ideas.

SOLUTION: If possible, purchase a digital recording device with variable-speed playback
capabilities. Using a variable-speed digital recorder, you can record English-language radio
broadcasts, television programmes, and podcasts. At first, you can play back the media at a
slow speed. As your comprehension level improves, you can increase the playback speed until
you are listening to the broadcasts at their original speed.

» CHALLENGE 5: ‘None of the answer options “feels” right. It's as if what the speakers say
and the answer options are not related.’

SOLUTION: The writers of the IELTS test are looking to see if you can understand and interpret
what is said, how it is said, and what it may or may not mean. Therefore, it's important to
understand how correct answer options are created so you will be able to identify the correct
option more easily.

One extremely common feature of correct answer options in the IELTS test is the rewording of
key information. Basically, a correct answer option will always contain key words that you've
heard in the lecture or conversation. However, the correct answer typically mixes up the
information and doesn't contain the exact wording from the Listening passage. In other words,
the correct answer will often include paraphrased information from the Listening passage.
Information in answer options may be paraphrased by:

* changing key content words (using synonyms)
e including general information about a concept that is described in detail in the listening

® changing the voice of the information from passive to active [or vice versa) in the answer
option (e.g. The boy hit the ball versus The ball was hit by the boy). The passive voice is formed
by using a form of the verb be + past participle.

Practice Tests for IELTS



Quick guide: Reading test

Study the examples below of how paraphrasing may be used in the IELTS test. If you want to
practise, after you complete a test in this book, try to identify the paraphrase types used in some
of the answer options. This may help you improve your ability to recognize correct and incorrect

answers.

e : : You'll seeacjuestion like You'll seeanswer -
You'll hear this this

,,_Paraph'rase. type _ _ options like this
Changes to content The bengal scampered How did the tiger run? Fast v
words swiftly. Slowly X

Specific to general

OK, you'll just need to tell
me your address, date
of birth, and student ID

What does the secretary
ask for?

Some personal
information v
A change-of-address

number. form X

SOLUTION: Use a process of elimination. Read each answer option carefully and draw a line
through those that contain:

e information that states the opposite of the facts and details presented in the passage
e information that does not answer the question
* the exact wording from the passage. Remember, the correct answer typically paraphrases

information from the passage, so an answer option that includes the same wording is probably
incorrect.

SOLUTION: Don't spend too much time answering any one question. Remember, you have only
30 minutes to answer all of the questions in the Listening test. Therefore, if you aren’t certain
of an answer, select whatever answer you feel is the most appealing and move on to the next
question. You will not be penalized for choosing an incorrect answer.

Quick guide

Definition

The Reading test tests your ability to understand written English. The test includes different
types of reading passages that are based on a variety of subjects.

Targeted skills

In order to do well in the Reading test, you must be able to:

¢ understand basic vocabulary in context

¢ quickly scan a written passage and understand its main ideas and supporting details

e understand more detailed information

e understand how information is organized

¢ understand inferences, opinions, relationships, paraphrases, and the purpose of a passage
¢ answer questions within the given time.

13
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The Reading passages (Academic test)

The Reading test includes three reading passages with a total of between 2,000 and 2,750 words.
The texts and the questions get progressively more difficult. The texts are similar to those found
in magazines, newspapers or textbooks. The subjects are of general academic interest and of a
type that would be accessible to someone about to enter university. At least one text will contain
detailed logical argument.

The Reading passages (General Training test)

The Reading test has three sections. The first section includes texts that are aimed at social
survival and contains commonplace texts such as letters, advertisements and leaflets. The
second section contains texts with a work-based context, whilst the third section involves

reading a more extended piece of text that will be descriptive or instructive but not argumentative.

Question
There are usually 40 questions in total. The questions will be in a variety of formats including:

» multiple choice

e matching

e diagram labelling

e sentence / chart completion

e true/false

e matching headings / summaries
o classification.

Timing

You will have 60 minutes to read and answer the questions. Your answers must be written onto
the answer sheet within the 60 minutes as, unlike in the Listening test, there is no extra time
allowed for this. A sample answer sheet is provided at the end of this book.

Challenges and solutions
» CHALLENGE 1: ‘I don’t know a lot of the words that | see in the passages or in the questions.’

SOLUTION: Expand your vocabulary. There are several ways to increase your vocabulary. For one,
there are several word lists available that present the most common words found in academic
settings. The Academic Word List, developed by Averil Coxhead, is a list of 570 words that are
commonly included in introductory college texts. Getting to know these words will likely help you
perform better in the test and prepare you for entering English-language courses.

SOLUTION: Use a learner’s dictionary when you study. Dictionaries such as the Collins COBUILD
Advanced Dictionary and Collins COBUILD Key Words for IELTS offer clear definitions, example
sentences and grammar information to help you expand your knowledge and use of everyday and
academic vocabulary. In this book, you will find definitions for challenging or unfamiliar words,
much like you would in the IELTS Reading passages. These definitions come from the Collins
COBUILD Advanced Dictionary.

SOLUTION: Use context clues. Context clues are the words and phrases that surround key words.
Using these clues will help you determine the meanings of unfamiliar words. The author may

Practice Tests for IELTS



Quick guide: Reading test

use a number of strategies to provide context clues for key words, including giving examples

of the key word, contrasting the meaning of the key word with an opposite idea, or giving an
indirect definition of a key word. To practise finding and using context clues, try reading a 300-
word excerpt from a newspaper or a university textbook. Pay attention to the strategies that the
authors use to help you work out the definitions of difficult words.

Pay attention to examples that such as The graphic shows expenditure on
appear near the highlighted including household items, like going to the
word. If you are familiar with the consists of supermarket or buying gifts.
examples, you can use them to this includes

determine the meaning of the like

highlighted word.

Look for key words that signal a Unlike X ... Unlike most mammals, few of
contrast from a previous idea. If you | On the other hand, X ... which are venomous, the platypus
know the meanings of the words While ... produces a noxious substance that
from surrounding sentences, you'll | But ... can cause extreme pain in humans.

know that the highlighted word has | However, ...
an opposite meaning.

Look for indirect definitions and In the southwestern United States,
of terms in the sentences that meaning that the sunflower is ubiquitous, and
surround the highlighted word. it is difficult to find a garden that
These definitions may include an doesn't include the plant.

easier synonym of the highlighted
word or information that helps
clarify its meaning.

SOLUTION: Learn how to look at word parts, like prefixes and suffixes, to determine the
meanings of unknown words. Many English words are formed through the use of prefixes, which
go at the beginnings of words, and suffixes, which go on the ends of words. By learning the
meanings of common English prefixes and suffixes, you will be able to guess the meaning of
unknown words.

» CHALLENGE 2: ‘I often run out of time before completing all of the questions.’
SOLUTION: Use skimming and scanning skills to find the answers to the questions.

Skimming is when you quickly read a passage, paying attention only to the most important ideas.
By skimming, you can often identify the key ideas that many questions are based on in a short
amount of time. This way, you can avoid running out of time during the test.

In order to skim effectively, make sure you know where to find the most important ideas.
Regardless of the different organizational styles for passages, important ideas often appear in
the same places. See the table below for information on where to find the most important ideas
in a passage.

15
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Part of the passage _ skimmingstrategy

Introduction * Read the last two-three lines in the introductory paragraph.
These lines will typically describe the main idea of the passage.

Body paragraphs ¢ Read the first two-three lines in the body paragraphs. These
sentences will describe the main ideas of the paragraphs.

« Read the last two-three lines in the body paragraphs. These
lines will often explain how each paragraph relates to the main
idea of the passage. These lines will also help you understand
how the body paragraphs are related to one another.

Scanning is when you read the passage quickly in order to find specific key words or ideas. After
you've read a question and its answer options, you should make a note of any key words or ideas,
like names, terms or numbers, that will help you answer the question. Then scan the passage,
looking specifically for those key words.

Remember, you don't need to understand every word perfectly while you skim or scan a passage.
The most important part is to find the information you need in order to answer the questions
quickly and correctly.

To practise skimming and scanning, find an article with 600-700 words in a university textbook.

First, skim the article and write down the most important ideas on a piece of scrap paper. Then,
try scanning the article for key words and dates. The more you practise skimming and scanning,
the faster and more accurate you will get, so try to practise every day.

SOLUTION: Time yourself whilst doing the test. You should not spend more than 20 minutes

on each Reading passage and you should try to allow more time for the later passages as the
texts and questions get progressively more difficult. While you work on the questions, be sure to
glance at your watch. Avoid spending too long on one particular question; skip it and return to it
later. This will help you avoid getting stuck on one question and wasting your time.

» CHALLENGE 3: ‘'The passages are often complicated and confusing - sometimes | get lost as
I'm reading them.’

SOLUTION: Understand the basic organizational styles found in the IELTS Reading test. If you
lose concentration or become confused while you are reading, you just have to think about how
the passage is structured in order to get back on track. See the table below for the most common
organizational structures of the longer Reading passages and how the information in these
passages is often arranged.

T
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Classification

Compare

Quick guide: Reading test

s Introduces Introduces two ideas, things or | Introduces an event | Introduces a | Introduces
£ | whatwillbe [ events or process problem a theory
3 | classified in
£ | the passage
=

Present 2-3 | The first body paragraph The first body Provide 2-3 | Provide 2-3
@ different describes several features paragraph describes | solutions to | pieces of
2 | types or of the first subject. In the 1-2 causes the problem | evidence to
§ features of following paragraphs, the for an event or support the
5 | the subject author presents corresponding | process. Then, the theory
2 | being features of the second subject, | author describes
S | classified pointing out how these are the effects, or
= similar to or different from consequences, of

those of the first subject. the causes.

To practise, read each of the passages in this book. See if you can identify the organizationat
structure of each passage. Make a note of how the body paragraphs are organized and whether
they fit these patterns.

SOLUTION: Look for linking words and phrases or signposts as you read. Linking words and
phrases are used to connect the ideas in different sentences. For example, some linking words
and phrases signal the introduction of a new topic (e.g. ‘Another example of X is ..."), while others
signal a process or sequence of events (e.g. ‘First, ..."). Linking words and phrases often appear
at the beginning of a new paragraph, though they can appear in the middle part of a paragraph
as well. By paying attention to these words and how they are used, you can get a better sense

of what is happening in the passage. In turn, this will help you avoid becoming confused by the
information in the passage.

SOLUTION: Answers to questions will usually appear in order. For example the answer to
Question 2 will usually be found after the answer to Question 1. In longer texts you will often find
that each question relates to a particular paragraph. As you work through the practice tests in
this book pay attention to how the answers appear in the text and whether they do always follow
each other in order.

SOLUTION: Write down key words and ideas as you read the questions and answer options. Then
you can refer to your list of key words and quickly scan for them in the reading passage. Whilst
doing this remember to also look out for synonyms of the words that appeared in the questions.

» CHALLENGE 4: 'l have a hard time telling the difference between major supporting details
and minor facts.’

SOLUTION: Try to understand the role of the details in the passage. By understanding how the
details that you are confused about relate to the ideas in the passage, you will be able to sort
the major details from the minor ideas. Use the steps below to start understanding the roles of
details in a passage.
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'tween major supportmg detatls and

Skim the first paragraph to find the toplcsentence Toplc sentencesaresentences that 7
express the main topic of a passage or paragraph. Regardless of the passage type or
Step 1 organizational style of a passage, it will have a major point that it is trying to make.

The introduction will usually provide a brief background of the main topic and then present
a topic sentence that summarizes the main point of the passage.

Skim the body paragraphs to find the topic sentence for each paragraph. The topic
sentences are usually located within the first two or three lines of the body paragraphs.

ISR 2 By locating the topic sentences, you can start to understand what the main argument of the
passage is and how the author has organized the flow of ideas.
Once you've located the topic sentences and the main point of the passage is clear to you,
quickly review the details that you are unsure about. Again, when you review details, make

Step 3 sure you scan the passage for the key words associated with those details in order to save
time.
When you read a sentence containing a detail you are unsure about, ask yourself the
following question: If you were to leave out that particular detail, would the main point of
the passage be weakened?

Step 4

If the answer is 'Yes, the detail in question is probably a major detail. On the other hand, if
leaving out the detail would not majorly change or weaken the main point of the passage,
then the detail is a minor fact.

» CHALLENGE 5: ‘None of the answer options “feels” right.’

SOLUTION: Familiarize yourself with the question types and the skills required to answer each

one. In the Reading test, there are several possible question types. By learning which skills each
question type tests, you will better understand what to look for in a correct answer, which should
help improve your intuition about the correct answers. Look at the Quick guides for details about the
question types.

SOLUTION: Understand how correct answer options are created. While the correct answers in
the Reading test will vary in many ways, remember that one common feature of correct answers
is the rewording of key information. A correct answer will always contain key information that
you've read in the passage. However, the information is typically mixed up so that the correct
answer doesn’t use the exact wording from the passage. In other words, the correct answer will
include paraphrased information from the Reading passage. Information in an answer may be
paraphrased by:

« changing key words [i.e. using synonyms]

« including general information about a concept that is described in detail in the passage

« changing the voice of the information from active to passive (or vice versa). The passive voice
is formed by using the verb be + past participle.

To practise recognizing paraphrased information, complete a Reading test from this book, then
try to identify the paraphrase types used in some of the answer options. This may help you
improve your ability to recognize correct and incorrect answers.
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iflﬂthﬂgG Quick guide: Writing test

SOLUTION: Use a process of elimination. A process of elimination involves reading each answer
option carefully and eliminating options that are incorrect. Typically, you can eliminate answer
options that contain:

* information that contradicts the facts and details presented in the passage

* information that does not answer the question

* the exact wording from the passage. Remember, the correct answer typically paraphrases
information from the passage, so an answer option that includes the same wording is probably
incorrect.

SOLUTION: Skip questions you are unsure about. You can always return to previous questions.
However, you have only 60 minutes to answer all of the questions in this test. For some people,
it's easier to answer difficult questions once they've had some time to think about them. So if you
find that you're spending too much time on one question and you aren’t certain of the answer,
move on to the next question or the next passage. You may find that it's easier to answer a
difficult question when you return to it later.

Quick guide

Definition

The Writing test tests your ability to write an appropriate response to a question coherently and
with a range of vocabulary and grammatical structures. For each question, you will be required
to understand the task, know how to write a well-organized essay, and incorporate main ideas

and details to answer the question.

Targeted skills

In order to do well in the Writing test you must be able to:

* understand instructions that introduce the Writing task and identify the key points to address
in your answer

* write in the appropriate register and format

* create a well-organized essay that is easy for the reader to follow

* use arange of vocabulary and grammatical structures accurately

* answer questions within the given time.

The questions (Academic test)

In the Academic test there are two Writing tasks. In the first task you are required to write about
an information graphic such as a table or chart. You could be asked to describe, summarize,
compare or evaluate the information. The minimum word length is 150 words. In the second task
you write an essay on a given topic. The minimum word length is 250 words.

The questions (General Training test)

In the General Training test there are two Writing tasks. In the first task you are required to
respond to a problem or situation by writing an informal / semi-formal / formal letter asking for
information or explaining a situation. The minimum word length is 150 words. In the second task
you write an essay on a given topic. The minimum word length is 250 words.
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Timing
The entire Writing test takes approximately 60 minutes to complete. You are advised to spend
20 minutes on the first task and 40 minutes on the second task.

Challenges and solutions
» CHALLENGE 1: ‘I don’t have time to write complete answers.’

SOLUTION: Be aware of how much time you have. On the day of the test wear a watch. While you
work, keep an eye on the time. Use the following timing guide while you write.

Timing for Task 1: Timing for Task 2

Total time: 20 minutes : Total time: 40 minutes
Time on the clock What you should be doing Time on the clock What you should be doing

20-18 minutes Review notes and write a 40-35 minutes Read the question
quick outline. Underline carefully, underiine key
key words. Just write a words and brainstorm the
few words to help you topic. Try to come up with
remember what you will as many points as you can.
write down.

18-4 minutes Write your answer. Be sure | 35-4 minutes Write your essay. Be sure
that you use paragraphs that your essay has clear
and that you deal with paragraphs. Try to include
the specific details in the personal details to support
question. your key points.

4-0 minutes Review and edit your 4-0 minutes Review and edit your
work. Be sure to look for essay. Be sure to look for
misspelled words and misspelled words and
ungrammatical sentences. ungrammatical

sentences.

SOLUTION: Practise doing timed tasks before the test. Start by allowing yourself an extra
15 minutes over the suggested time limit and slowly reduce this until you can complete the
tasks with a few minutes to spare. You will need this time to read through your work to check for

mistakes.

» CHALLENGE 2: ‘I'm afraid that the examiner will not understand the ideas in my essay.’

SOLUTION: Use linking words and phrases. They connect two sentences together by
indicating a shift in focus, continuing in the same line of thinking, drawing a conclusion,
clarifying a point, indicating sequence, and so on. If you use linking words and phrases
throughout your essay, you will be able to improve the flow of your response and make
it easier to understand. Use the following table as a reference for linking words and
phrases and their uses.
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Function

Quick guide: Writing test

Linking words and phrases

Shift in focus but nonetheless
conversely on the contrary
despite on the other hand
however still
in contrast though
nevertheless yet

Continuing in the additionally furthermore

same line of thinking also in addition
and likewise
besides that moreover

Drawing a conclusion

accordingly

as a result
consequently
for that reason

hence
indeed
therefore
thus

Clarifying a point

in other words

that is to say

specifically namely
Indicating sequence after later

as soon as meanwhile

before ~next

finally soon

in the first place then

Giving examples

For example, ...
Take X, for instance, ...
One example of X is ...

SOLUTION:Work on improving your spelling. While a few misspelled words won't affect your
score, if you spell a lot of words incorrectly, it may keep the examiner from understanding your
meaning. One way to improve your spelling is to read a lot. This is because the more you see
words in English, the more you will understand how common words are spelled. Another way to
help your spelling is to practise writing. When you check your writing, circle all the misspelled
words and make sure you learn how to spell them correctly.

SOLUTION:Don’t use an idiomatic expression unless you are sure you know what it means. When
the examiners score your essay, they will look at how well you can use idiomatic expressions.
However, if you use an idiomatic expression incorrectly, it will only harm your score.

» CHALLENGE 3: ‘I have trouble talking about opinions.’

SOLUTION:Know when you will be required to express opinions. For example, Question 1 in the
General Writing paper may ask you to write a letter of complaint, which will involve giving your
opinion. Question 2 in both the Academic and the General Training test involves writing an essay
in which you will describe your opinion on a particular topic. Use the table below to help you
know when and how to use opinion language.
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What opinion you might have >

Question

Question 1
Academic Writing

Question 1
General Training Writing

to give
A summary of what is

presented in the graph /
table / chart

In a letter of complaint, your
opinion of a service you
received

It seems to me that ...
The data shows ...

As far as | am concerned, ...
In my opinion, ...

Question 2
Academic and
General Training Writing

Express agreement or
disagreement with the main
topic and provide reasons to
support this position.

¢ |feel that ...

e |think X is a good / bad idea.

e | support/oppose ...

e In my opinion, X is good / bad ...

e My view is that X is positive / negative ...

o | agree/ disagree with the claim that ...

+ While some people think that ..., |
personally believe that ...

e | know that some people feel differently,
but it's my opinion that ...

e |t's my opinion that ...

e | agree / disagree with the idea that ...

e Other people might disagree, but my
view is that ...

» CHALLENGE 4: ‘| have difficulty knowing how to write formal letters.’

SOLUTION: You are required to write a letter in the General Training IELTS test and this is often
formal or semi-formal in register. Keep a record of useful set expressions often found in formal
letters such as letters of complaint, letters requesting information or letters of application. Here
are some examples of phrases that are often used to start and end a letter as well as some used
in the body. Add any more as you come across them.

Section of letter

Set expression

| am writing with reference to ...
I am writing with regards to ...
With reference to (your letter / advertisement], ...

Beginning

Please find enclosed ...
| would be grateful if you could ...
Unless ... | will be forced to ...

Body

End | look forward to hearing from you soon.
| hope this information will help you.
Do not hesitate to contact me should you require any further information.

SOLUTION: One of the areas you will be assessed on is your ability to identify and use the correct
register for a piece of writing. During your preparation, try to keep a record of examples of formal
and informal language. This includes the use of contractions and idiomatic English as well as the
practice of using understatement when making a complaint. Here are some examples. Add more
as you come across them.
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Quick guide: Writing test

Category S - falormal. = Formal o o
Use of contractions I'm/You're/It's lam/You are/ltis
Vocabulary Idiomatic language:
Up to my ears in work Very busy
Put up with Tolerate
Tone | was really angry when | I was rather disappointed to discover
discovered ...
Grammar Active Passive
Use of inversion: ‘Should you ...’
‘Had! ..
Punctuation Exclamation marks No exclamation marks
Ellipses [...] indicating a pause Use of colon and semi-colon

» CHALLENGE 5: 'l find it difficult expressing what | can see in the graphs and charts.’

SOLUTION:Task 1 in the Academic Writing test often contains a graph, table or diagram, which
you are asked to describe. Make sure you are familiar with the different types of graphic you
are likely to be presented with. Knowing the correct words will immediately help you with your
opening sentence, such as: ‘The graph shows the increase in ..." Typical graphics include:

Bar charts
Line graphs
Pie charts
Tables
Flow charts
Diagrams

SOLUTION:|t can sometimes be useful to give a very brief summary of the structure of

the graphic. For example, should you have to describe a bar chart or line graph you could
begin by explaining what the vertical and horizontal axes shows. This will help you both
understand the information in the graphic and enable you to give a clearer explanation of what
you can see.

SOLUTION:To describe graphics accurately it is vital you learn some of the common phrases
and set expressions used to describe movement or trends. These include set phrases like ‘a
slight increase’, ‘a gradual improvement’, and “a steady fall. Remember also that many of these
expressions can be used in different forms. You will find many examples in newspaper articles
describing economic or business issues. Add any new ones you find to these examples.

Adjectsve+noun : = e o Ver'b;adverb' o

fell sharply

a sharp fall
a drastic increase increased drastically
a gradual decline declined gradually
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» CHALLENGE 6: ‘I often find myself using the same words again and again in my writing.’

SOLUTION: Learn synonyms for common words that appear in the test. Collins COBUILD Key
Words for IELTS contains lots of synonyms for important IELTS words. To practise, reread one of
the Reading passages in this book. Choose 10 to 15 key words that appear in the passage. Then
look in a thesaurus for synonyms of these words and make a list to study and learn. You can
then use these synonyms in your paraphrased sentence. See below for examples of how to use
synonyms in your paraphrases.

A Lazarus taxon is a species that was once
believed to have been extinct, but is later found to
be alive.

Types of organisms that were thought to be extinct
and are later found to still exist are called a
Lazarus taxon.

One advantage of using surveys for data collection
is that it allows researchers to ask consumers

MOTSLIVIIS dUUUL 1N QiU o allil o2ty

Conducting surveys in order to collect data is
advantageous because it gives scientists the
spportunity to question customers about their

behaviour. attitudes and shopping behaviour.

SOLUTION: Don't copy the words and ideas exactly as they appear in the guestion. Paraphrasing
is putting the ideas from a source into your own words. If you simply copy words and sentences,
you will receive fewer marks than if you use your own words. To avoid copying, check the original
question after you create a paraphrase. Is the sentence structure and vocabulary different? If
your paraphrase is too similar to the original, be sure to change it by using different types of
sentence structures and synonyms of key words.

SOLUTION: Practise paraphrasing. The best way to improve your paraphrasing skills is to
practise. Find a text, such as a newspaper article, and then choose a paragraph to paraphrase.
Put the passage away and try paraphrasing. When you are done, compare your paraphrase with
the source. Did you change key words by using synonyms? Also, did you change the sentence
structures? Practise paraphrasing one paragraph a day until you feel confident about your
paraphrasing skills.

» CHALLENGE 7: ‘I have a hard time choosing what to write about in Task 2.’

SOLUTION: Practise brainstorming technigues. Brainstorming involves thinking about the topic
and trying to come up with major supporting details quickly. For example, one technique you
might find useful when discussing a problem is to spend a minute or two writing down all of the
points you can think of for both sides of the argument. Don’t worry about whether the points
you're writing down are good or not - sometimes, writing down a weak point will help you think
of a better one. Try this technique for the topics in this book.

When you are done, review your notes from the brainstorming. Can you think of a way to adjust
the technique so it works better for you?

SOLUTION: Don't waste time considering which point to support. When you are writing the essay,
you should choose the position that is easiest for you to support. You can determine this by
looking at the notes you've created when you brainstormed. Which side has more points? Also,
remember that there are no right or wrong opinions in the IELTS test. In other words, you are

not being graded based on your opinions themselves. What's really important is how well you
support your opinion in your essay.
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Quick guide: Speaking test

SOLUTION: Don’t be afraid of making up personal examples to include in your essay. In Task 2
you are often invited to use your own experience to support your answer. However, nobody is
going to check whether your personal examples are true or not. If you have to change the details
of one of your examples so that it supports your key point better, go ahead and do it. It will make
your essay even stronger.

SOLUTION: Make a list of familiar topics and practise coming up with key points for them. Give
yourself about two to three minutes to think of key points for each topic. That way, you'll get used
to thinking of supporting points in timed conditions like you'll have to on the day of the test. Use
the topics from the list below or try to come up with your own topics.

o Some people think it is important to get a degree from a top university in order to get a good
job. Others feel that real-world experience is more helpful for getting a good job. Which do you
think is more important and why? Use reasons and specific examples to support your answer.

 Teachers are the most influential people in a child’s life. Do you agree or disagree? Use
specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

o Some people think that having a good diet is the most important factor for physical health.
Others think that exercise plays a larger role in health. Which do you think is true and why?
Use reasons and specific examples to support your answer.

e Itis best to travel before starting a career. Do you agree or disagree? Use specific reasons and
examples to support your answer.

Quick guide

Definition
The Speaking test, which is the same in both the Academic and the General Training |ELTS exams,
tests your ability to use spoken English in as realistic a setting as possible. The test is recorded.

Targeted skills

In order to do well in the Speaking test, you must be able to:

¢ understand and respond to questions

e express your opinion, discuss and speculate on common subjects

e speak at length coherently

o speak accurately and fluently using a good range of vocabulary and grammatical structures
e speak with clear pronunciation.

The questions

The Speaking test has three parts. Part 1 is an interview during which the examiner asks

you very general questions to give you the chance to talk about yourself. In Part 2 you are
required to talk on a subject for between one and two minutes. You will be given a card, which
will tell you what to include in your talk. You are given one minute to prepare. When you have
finished your long turn the examiner will ask you a question or two to bring Part 2 to an end.
In Part 3 the examiner will invite you to discuss the topic from Part 2 further by asking you
several questions.
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Timing - b'

: . o .
The entire test lasts between 11 and 14 minutes. Ul*’lulu - lep
Part 1: 4-5 minutes

Part 2: 3-4 minutes
Part 3: 4-5 minutes

Challenges and solutions

» CHALLENGE 1: 'I'm not sure how much | have to say in answer to the examiner’s questions
inPart 1.

SOLUTION: Try to see Part 1 as a chance for the examiner to get to know more about you and
treat the exercise like a simple conversation. On the one hand you don’t want to give overly
long answers but equally you should avoid giving short, uncommunicative responses. This is
particularly the case with questions such as ‘Do you ...?" or ‘Have you ...?" where you should not
answer simply Yes' or ‘No'.

SOLUTION: Practise answering Part 1 questions by giving a reason or example to extend your
answer. For example, if the examiner asks ‘Is your hometown a nice place to live?" think of a
reason why it is or it isn’t. If you are asked ‘What kind of food do you like to eat?" don't just reply
‘Indian food" or ‘Pizza’. Think of a particular meal you have eaten recently and why you enjoyed it.

» CHALLENGE 2: 'I'm not confident I'lLL have anything to say during the interview section.’

SOLUTION: The questions in Part 1 are about you and your experiences. You might be asked
about your hobbies and interests, where you live, your family or your studies. Think of more
questions you might be asked on the following subjects and how you would answer them.

e e s
Where you live Do you get many tourists where you live?
Your hobbies or interests Can you think of any hobbies or interests you

enjoyed as a child that you no longer have?

Your friends and family Who do you most take after in your family?

Your daily routine What time do you like to get up?

Your studies What was your favourite subject at school?

Your favourite TV programmes / films / books / Have you read a book lately that you really enjoyed?

music

The food you like / don’t like What kind of food do people in your country like to
eat?
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Quick guide: Speaking test

SOLUTION: Try to use a variety of functional language when responding to questions rather than
repeating the same phrases again and again. For example, the following expressions can all be
used as an alternative to 'l like ..." or I don't like ..."

e | quite fancy ...

I’'m quite fond of ...

I've always been keen on ...

I've got a soft spot for ...

I'm not a big fan of ...

I'm not that bothered about ...
| can't bear ...

e ... doesn’t really appeal to me.
e |'ve never really fancied ...

» CHALLENGE 3: ‘I'm not sure how to spend the one-minute preparation time in Part 2.’

SOLUTION: There are various ways to prepare for Part 2. Some people like to make bullet-
pointed notes based on the prompts in the question. Others will use a mind map or spidergram
to brainstorm ideas for their talk. The important point is you should not attempt to write full
sentences but simply note key words to remind you of what to say. Remember that people tend to
lose focus when they feel nervous. By preparing an outline, you will feel more confident when you
give your response, which will keep you from rambling.

SOLUTION: Some people prefer not to make notes but to spend the one minute visualizing what
they are going to say. This approach is useful if the task is asking you to describe a past event
and you can give your talk in the form of a story or anecdote. In this case think in terms of:

« the setting (where and when the event took place)

o the people involved in the story

e what happened / the key events

o how you felt about the experience.

Remember not to stray from the question when using this approach.

» CHALLENGE 4: ‘In Part 2 | worry that I’lLL either run out of time before finishing or | won't
have enough to say.’

SOLUTION: Time yourself when you practise for Part 2 so you get a feel for how long one to two
minutes is. By timing yourself, you will learn how to pace yourself when giving your responses.
That way, you won't speak too fast (or too slowly) and you will be able to give a complete
response during the allotted time.

SOLUTION: Focus on guality and not quantity. The examiners are not concerned with how
much information you can provide in the given time. Rather, they want to know if you can give a
response that adequately answers the question.

» CHALLENGE 5: ‘I'm worried that my talk will be disorganized and I'll go from one subject to
the next.’

SOLUTION: Try using the question as a guide to structure your talk. The question always comes
in four parts with the final part often asking you to describe how you feel about the topic, the
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significance of the event or why you like or dislike something you've been describing. Spend
the first half of your long turn talking about the first three questions and then the final half
responding in more detail to the forth question.

SOLUTION: Use signposting words and expressions to help you structure your thoughts and to
help the examiner follow your talk. Some common signposting vocabulary appears below. Add
any new items as you learn them.

Signpe _ Setexpression

Comparing and contrasting In contrast to ...

In spite of this, ...
Having said that, ...
At the same time, ...
On the one hand, ...
On the other hand, ...
Compared to ...

Cause and effect To have a huge effect / impact on ...
To resultin ...

To lead to ...

To be the cause of ...

On account of ...

With the aim of ...

In order to ....

As a consequence, ...

Owing to ...

Giving examples For example, ...

For instance, ...

Take ... for example ...

To give you an example, ...
By way of example, ...

To illustrate this, ...

Addition The first / second reason ...
Furthermore, ...

In addition, ...

What's more, ...

Drawing conclusions Weighing up the pros and cons, ...
So, allin all, ...

To sumup, ...

So, in general, ...

» CHALLENGE 6: 'I'm scared to speak. It's not common to give opinions in my country.’

SOLUTION: Be aware that there are no right or wrong opinions in the IELTS test. In other words,
you are not being graded based on your opinions. What's really important is how well you support
your views in your response. For questions that require you to say what you think about a subject,
try to determine which opinion would be easiest to support. If you think of it this way, you will
feel more confident about giving your opinions because you will know that you can support them.
Also, remember that giving an opinion in the IELTS test is just part of a task - it's not an activity
that exposes you or your personal feelings.
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Quick guide: Speaking test

SOLUTION: You will often be asked to give your opinion in Part 3 of the exam. During your
preparation, think about what your opinion is on the questions in this book and others that you
find. If you really have no opinion on a subject, say so but attempt to speculate on what your
opinion might be. For example: ‘I've never really given that much thought actually ... | suppose
it's possible that ...’

SOLUTION: When giving your opinion, try to avoid repeating ‘| think” and use a variety of
alternative expressions. Here are some examples:

* |t seems to me that ...

* Asfaras|'m concerned, ...

* |'ve always been of the opinion that ...

e Aslseeit, ..

e Speaking for myself, ...

e |f you ask me, ...

e To my mind, ...

* |nmyview, ...

¢ For my part, ...

¢ |don't really have an opinion one way or the other. | suppose ...
* |t's not something I've given much thought to. Perhaps ...

» CHALLENGE 7: ‘I'm worried that the examiners won’t understand me. My pronunciation is bad.’

SOLUTION: Record yourself speaking English. Start by recording yourself while you speak the
model answers found in this book. When you are done, compare your recording with that of

the speaker. How is your pronunciation different from the speaker? Keep recording your voice
until you sound more like the speaker. For extra practice, download an English-language news
programme or podcast. Write down a section of the programme. Then record yourself while you
read the transcription. Compare the recording of your voice with the original newsreader. Can
you match the pronunciation and intonation of the native speaker? Keep practising until you do.

SOLUTION: Ask your friends to listen to a recording of you speaking English. Sometimes it is
hard to judge whether or not your language is easy to understand. By listening to your speech,
your friends might be able to point out pronunciation problems that you hadn’'t noticed. In
particular, ask your friends if it is easy to understand what you are saying. What parts do they
have difficulty understanding? Using the feedback from your friends, practise speaking the words
that you had the most trouble with until it is easy for others to understand your speech.

SOLUTION: Listen to as much English as possible. When you listen to native English speakers
talk, make sure to notice important pronunciation and intonation patterns. You might want to try
listening to English-language radio programmes while you work or watching English-language
television in your free time. Then, start using the pronunciation and intonation patterns you hear
to sound more like a native speaker. This will greatly improve the clearness of your English.

SOLUTION: Find opportunities to practise speaking English with native English speakers. To find
native English speakers in your area, try going to tourist attractions in your city, like museums or
tandmarks. You may also want to join an English-language speaking club at your school. If your
school doesn’t have an English-language speaking club, check for one at the local library.
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SOLUTION: Don't forget that the stress of many words may depend on whether you use the
word as a noun or a verb. For the words listed below, the first syllable is stressed if you use
the word as a noun. The second syllable is stressed if you use the word as a verb. If you choose
to use these words in your responses in the Speaking test, make sure you use the correct
pronunciation.

combat conduct confine
conflict construct contest
contract contrast convert
decrease discount frequent
impact incline increase
insert invite object
perfect permit present
proceed produce protest
record refuse reject
research rewrite survey
transfer update upgrade
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Test 1

SECTION 1 Questions 1-10

Questions 1-5

Complete the details in the form below.

Write NO MORE THAN ONE WORD AND/OR A NUMBER for each answer.

z-Mobile Services
Incident Report Sheet

Example Answer

Postcode CN2 1EB

Mobile phone number 07890 1 570
Name 2 Green
Crime Reference Number CzZ-3 -5

4 Mobile Equipment Not known

Identity (IMEI) number
Time, date of theft 1-2pm, 16 5
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Questions 6-10
Choose the correct letter, A, B or C.

6 The caller’'s phone was stolen
A when he went to the toilet.
B from the table.

C from his pocket.

7 The caller will have to pay a charge
A for a new phone.
B if his phone is stolen again.

C in 12 months time.

8 The delivery address is
A 34 Solent Gardens.
B 34 Solent House.
C 34 Solent Grove.

9 The caller's IMEI number
A can be found on the side of the phone battery.
B is made up of 15 digits.

C cannot be found.

10 The operator
A transfers the caller to a colleague.
B will ring the caller back the next day.

C asks the caller to ring back.
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Test 1: Listening

SECTION 2 Questions 11-20

Questions 11-13

Choose THREE letters, A-F.

Which THREE things did the presenter say he enjoyed about his holiday?

A

mT m O O @

the food

the weather

the nightlife

the journey

the people he met

His children had a good time.

Questions 14-16

Write NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS for each answer.

Which THREE radio shows does the presenter recommend Sally listen to?

14

15

16

e
02
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Questions 17-18

Choose the correct letter,A, B orC.

17 What does John object to?
A the time of day the programmes are on
B the lack of time guests have to answer questions

C the interviewers' questions

18 How does John think the problem could be solved
A have further live radio shows
B put the radio shows on at different times

C extend the show on the Internet

i3

Which TWO things does Clive want to hear more of on the radio station?

Questions 19-20

Choose TWO letters, A-E.

younger guests
music for older people
consumer issues for older people

older presenters

m o O o >

health problems faced by older people
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SECTION 3 Questions 21-30

Questions 21-25
Complete the notes below.

Write NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS for each answer.

Test 1: Listening

i
03

PRESENTATION INFORMATION

Day 21
Subject 22
Length 23
Technical equipment needed 24
Location 25

Questions 26-30

Which person is responsible for the following tasks?

Write the correct letter, A, B or C, next to questions 26-30.

NB  You may use any letter more than once.

A Simon
B Kelly
C Fiona

26 introduce and end the talk

27 talk about the historical perspective
28 talk about the contemporary situation
29 book the technical equipment

30 build the presentation

35
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SECTION 4 Questions 31-40 f

Questions 31-37
irlanguage

Choose the correct letter, A, B orC.

31 The speaker thinks
A university is a similar experience to school or college.
B students need more tutor support at university.

C a lot of students have difficulties at university.

32 Which chart, A, B or C, shows the degree of poor time management skills amongst male
and female students?

A Poor Time Management B Poor Time Management

Gender
Gender

1 T —T

20 40 60 80
Percentage Percentage

0]
o
o 4

C Poor Time Management

Gender

Percentage
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33 The speaker thinks it's important that
A the academic planner is kept safe somewhere.
B the academic planner is put somewhere it can be seen easily.

C students remember to collect their academic planner.

34 When filling in the academic planner students should
A ignore non-academic occasions.
B try to keep visits home to a minimum.

C add all important academic and non-academic dates.

35 Initially, the academic planner will
A give the wrong impression about the amount of work there is.
B show some days are busier than others.

C give a clear idea of busy periods.

36 According to the tutor, students should organise their studies
A so that they have time for coffee breaks. ‘
B so that they don’t miss any seminars or lectures.

C asif it were a normal working day.

37 The tutor makes the point that
A cookery students do well when writing essays.
B cooking and essay writing share certain characteristics.

C cooking is a complicated process.

Questions 38-40
Choose THREE letters, A-F.

Which THREE things does the tutor recommend?

Break tasks down into individual stages.
Avoid working in the evenings.
Put time aside for favourite TV programmes.

Do household tasks at regular times.

mTm o O W P>

Avoid the library if your friends are there.

When planning self-study, note the time you should spend studying.

Test 1: Listening
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READING PASSAGE 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 1-12, which are based on Reading

Passage 1 below.

Invasive species

Britain’s rivers and estuaries
are being invaded at an
alarming rate by a small
furry-clawed crab all the way
from China. So how did a
crab travel so far and why
are naturalists so concerned?
The mitten crab first arrived

of the mitten crab to Europe
was probably accidental:
ships taking on water to use
as ballast to keep the vessel
steady on its journey from
Asia to Europe also took

on the unwanted guests and
carried them to new areas

in Europe on ships sailing

from Asia. It then spread

rapidly from Portugal to Sweden and was first
reported to be in the River Thames in 1935.
From the Thames, it spread across the United
Kingdom at a very rapid rate: by 1999 mitten
crabs had spread across 448 km of British
coastline, sometimes walking miles overland
to reach the next river. A team from the
University of Newcastle found that UK rivers
are being invaded three times faster today
than in 1935. And there’s little wonder — a
single female crab can carry between 250,000
and 1,000,000 eggs so mitten crab colonies
expand very rapidly. Furthermore, cleaning
up pollution from Britain’s rivers is simply
helping the invaders.

The mitten crab is one example of many
invasive species that have found their way
from their original habitat into foreign lands.
There are several ways invasive species
move from country to country: they may
expand their territory naturally as their
colony grows; but far more frequently an
invasion is associated with human activity.
The main causes include shipping, deliberate
introduction for hunting or work, and the
escape of pets into the wild. The introduction

Practice Tests for IELTS

to colonise. Elsewhere,
invasive species have been

purposefully introduced by man. In 1859,
24 rabbits were introduced into Australia by
Thomas Austin so that he could hunt them for
recreation. Unfortunately, like the mitten crab,
rabbits are prolific breeders: a single pair of
rabbits are able to increase to 184 individual
rabbits in just one and a half years and they
spread at a rate of 130 km per year. Soon the
population in Australia was out of control and
had spread throughout the continent. Another
domestic creature introduced from India into
Australia in the 1800s was the dromedary
camel. Camels were initially brought to work
as pack animals to carry heavy loads across
the hot desert interior of Australia. By 1920
it was estimated that around 20,000 camels
were being used to transport goods. However,
with the arrival of trains and cars, camels were
released into the wild where their numbers
had increased to around one million by 2008.
Finally, the trade in animals as pets can enable
a species to colonise areas far away from their
native land.

Between 2000 and 2006 the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service recorded 1.5 billion animal
shipments made into America. 92% of these



imported animals were then sold as pets,
with the rest imported for research, education
and zoos. While most of these animals were
fish, the imports also included reptiles and
mammals. When these pets escape and begin
to breed, it can create serious problems. An
example of this is in Florida, where in the
1990s a number of pet Burmese pythons —a
snake native to south east Asia — escaped their
outdoor enclosures when a major hurricane
hit the state. Todayj, it is estimated that up
30,000 snakes inhabit the wetlands of the
Florida Everglades. Burmese pythons, which
can grow up to 20 feet long, are thriving on
their new diet of native species, including
endangered creatures, and are more than
capable of competing with the American
alligator for food.

The impact of invasive species is not
to be underestimated. Katherine Smith, a
conservation biologist at Brown University in
Providence, Rhode Island states that ‘A huge
amount of money goes into the myriad effects
that invasive species have.” Smith continues,
‘They destroy infrastructure. They cause
public health threats. They harm livestock and
native animals. They disrupt ecosystems. The
dollar values really do increase quickly.’

When a non-native species finds its way
into a new and vulnerable environment the
damage can be more or less serious as the
invader out-competes the local wildlife, brings
in new disease or destroys the environment.

Questions 1-3

Test 1: Reading

The Australian dromedary camel, forming
the largest herd of wild camels in the world,
competes for food with native species and
may have aided the local extinction of
preferred species such as the quandong tree.
The Australian government estimate that the
camel is responsible for AUS$10 million in
damage to infrastructure and competition
for livestock food every year. Even more
damaging is the effect rabbits are having in
Australia. Apart from the economic loss to the
wool industry, estimated at AUS$95 million
annually, rabbits compete with sheep for food.
The animals have a devastating environmental
impact. Close grazing of grass leads to solil
erosion and has significantly altered the
composition of extensive areas of land. While
the real impact of the mitten crab in the UK
is not known at present, scientists have noted
that the crab is causing riverbank erosion as it
burrows into the mud, forming a network of
tunnels that make the riverbanks unstable.
Invasive species are very difficult to
manage once they have become established.
Various methods have been tried to keep
the populations under control. In Australia,
85,000 were culled and various methods have
been tried to keep rabbit populations under
control including poison and destruction of
their warrens or homes. The latest idea in the
UK to control the mitten crab is even simpler:
catch them and give them to restaurants to sell
as a tasty meal.

Do the following statements agree with the information given in Reading Passage 17 Write

TRUE if the statement agrees with the information
FALSE if the statement contradicts the information
NOT GIVEN if there is no information on this

1 Mitten crabs originated in Vietnam.

2 Crabs need water to spread.

3 Making rivers less dirty has aided the invasion of the mitten crab.
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Questions 4-7

Look at the following items [Questions 4-7) and the list of reasons.
Match each item with the reason for their introduction.

Write the correct letter, A-G, next to Questions 4-7.

NB  There are three more reasons than you will need.

4  mitten crab

5 rabbit

was introduced as a predator species to protect plants from pests

w | >

escaped while being used as a pet

6 dromedary camel escaped from laboratories conducting experiments on animats

7 Burmese python introduced by someone who enjoyed shooting

came with water used to balance ships at sea

were carried over by trains

@ Mm@ m{io | O

used to carry large loads across inhospitable areas

Questions 8-11 Oléjlull:jl,’ieln

Complete the summary below.

Choose NO MORE THAN TWO WORDS from the passage for each answer.

Write your answers in spaces 36-40.

The effects of the introduction of non-native species can bring them into 8

with native animals. Dromedary camels may have helped the 9 a native plant.

Rabbits have led to the degradation of 10 across large areas of Australia. At

the moment, the impact of the mitten crabis 11

Question 12
Which of the following statements reflects the claims of the writer in the reading passage?
Choose the correct letter,A, B orC.

The writer of the article views invasive species as
A anatural development.
B ahard problem to manage.

C agood business opportunity.
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Test 1: Reading

READING PASSAGE 2 irlanguage

You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 13-29, which are based on Reading
Passage 2 below.

Private space

A It's a remarkable achievement: the question is no longer ‘How can we send humans into
space?’ but ‘How can we keep them there?’ Spaceflight is reaching a turning point where
new technologies in engine development, better understanding of aerodynamics and
materials for body construction are making spaceflight possible for private industry.

B The history of space exploration, until relatively recently, has been one of big government-
backed projects like the Space Shuttle, Mars Landers and Long March rockets. But the
most recent launches to the International Space Station (ISS) have been very special for
at least three reasons. Firstly, along with 450 kg of scientific equipment, food and clothes,
the rocket was carrying ice cream for the three space station astronauts. Secondly, the
rocket was unmanned, being guided into docking position and back to earth again by
remote control and automated systems. Finally, the rocket was commissioned from a private
company by NASA.

C When the privately owned rocket delivered its goods to the ISS, it marked a milestone in the
evolution of space flight and vindicated NASA's decision to delegate routine supply flights to
the space station. The flight has been a long time in development. It started with President
George W Bush announcing his Vision for Space Exploration, calling for the ISS to be
completed. Under the next President, America’s Space Shuttles were retired leaving NASA
with no other choice but to look for alternative methods of supplying the ISS. The initiative
was part of an effort to commercialise the space industry in order to decrease costs and
spread the investment in the industry across a wider group than governments.

D The initiative had many attractions for NASA. By outsourcing to the private sector the routine
business of taking food and equipment to and from low-earth orbit, NASA can theoretically
free up money to do things that it really wants to prioritise: missions such as sending
astronauts to Mars and landing on asteroids by the 2030s. Now that the Space Exploration
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Technologies Corporation (SpaceX) has proved that private enterprise can be players in
space exploration, firms are pouring money into developing new spacecraft built to transport
cargo, to mine asteroids and to carry passengers into space.

In the last half of the twentieth century only government-backed agencies like NASA and
Russia's ROSCOSMOS were capable of running space programmes due to the gigantic
investment costs and uncertain payoffs. However, SpaceX and similar companies are
proving that the former conditions are no longer relevant as new solutions are coming

to light. Commercial companies like Boeing are able to raise large sums of money to

run these projects. Furthermore, as the firms are running cargo and taxi services to
lower orbits, the break-even point is lower, the technology is cheaper and they have the
benefit of years of experience in commercial aviation and space flight. Opening space
programmes to the commercial sector has the additional advantage of generating more
solutions to old problems. An analogy is the invention of the Internet: when the technology
went into the commercial sector, no one could have envisioned the development of social

network sites. Likewise, no one can predict where commercial enterprise will take the
space industry.

The uncertainty surrounding where the space industry will end up is a problem as well as an
asset and it is unsettling private investors who like to invest in relatively certain prospects. At
the moment the industry is dominated by big-spending billionaires like the owner of SpaceX.
In addition, the relatively small number of companies in the area could pose a problem in
the future. The commercial space industry is still very new and there is no guarantee that
progress will be smoother. For one thing, no one is sure that the business model is sound:
government is still the major, if not only, customer available to the private space companies.
The other problem is that space travel is high risk: the loss of space shuttles Challenger in
1986 and Columbia in 2003 illustrates that even the most carefully planned launches have
unavoidable risks associated with them. The question is what would happen to the industry
if another accident occurred. Finally, many space experts are doubtful that, even if private
industry takes over the ‘taxi’ role for low-orbit missions, NASA will be able to achieve its
ambitions, given its squeezed budgets and history of being used for political purposes.
Furthermore, NASA may have created another space race, this time between government
and private industry. If NASA doesn'’t go to Mars or the asteroid belt, its private competitors
certainly have plans to do so.

In spite of all of these risks, many argue that it is critical for the private sector and federal
government to work together to push further into space.

i
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Test 1: Reading

Questions 13-18
Reading Passage 2 has seven paragraphs, A-G. Ulyll'.’.ll:.ll:'lep

Which paragraphs, A-F, contain the following information?

Write the correct letter, A-F, next to Questions 13-18.

13
14
1a
16
17
18

NASA being able to spend money on important projects

events leading to the commercialisation of spaceflight

new developments that have made spaceflight more accessible
an automated rocket that successfully completed a mission
the great dangers of space travel

new answers being found to previous questions
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Questions 19-25
Choose the correct letter, A, B, C or D.

19 Which is NOT mentioned as making private space flight possible?
A new methods of constructing the rockets
B modern substances from which to build the rockets
C understanding better how air moves round objects
D

new methods of making space suits

20 Why are the recent launches special?
A Their destination was the International Space Station.
B They carried clothes.
C They were not managed by a private company.

D The rocket is not owned by a government.

21 In order to make NASA look for other spaceflight providers, the US government
A invested in private space companies.
B started to build the international space station.
C stopped using the Space Shuttle.
D

allowed private companies to fly into space.

22 Private companies
A need to reduce the cost of space projects.
B have social network sites.
C are able to fly rockets at high orbits.

D act as ferries to and from the space station.

23 At present, the private space industry is characterised by
A uncertainty about how to make profits.
B companies controlled by individuals.
C companies too small to raise the amount of money needed.

D government interference.

irlanguage
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Test 1: Reading

: (]
Questions 24-29 l .
Complete the summary below.

Choose NO MORE THAN TWO WORDS from the passage for each answer.

Write your answers in spaces 24-29.

There are a number of problems with commercial space projects. To start with, the

24 might not be sound. There is also great 25 attached to
space flight - what would happen if there was another 26 ? Experts doubt
whether NASA can fulfil its 27 as it has often been under 28

pressure. Moreover, the development may lead to a 29 between NASA and the

private space industry.
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READING PASSAGE 3

pWiplyLieapy

You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 30-40, which are based on Reading

Passage 3 on the following pages.

Questions 30-34

Reading Passage 3 has six paragraphs, A-F.

Choose the correct heading for paragraphs B-F from the list below.

Write the correct number, i-ix, next to Questions 30-34.

List of Headings

i Shielding the earth from the atmosphere
ii  Bouncing back the sun’s rays from earth
iii  The effect of volcanoes on the atmosphere
iv  Criticisms of geoengineering

v Trapping greenhouse gases

vi The root of the problem

vii Why attempt geoengineering?

viii Protecting glaciers

iX The need for action

Example Answer
Paragraph A ix

30 ParagraphB
31 ParagraphC
32 ParagraphD
33 ParagraphE
34 ParagraphF
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iflﬂﬂg“ﬂge Test 1: Reading

Engineering a solution to climate change

A Looking at the rate of climate change and the disastrous effects it is having on the
world, scientists are concerned that we are acting too slowly. Many are now looking to
geoengineering — large-scale human interventions to change the world’s climate — to
counteract global warming. The schemes range from the mundane to science fiction but
all come from the same impulse: if we don’t do something now, it may be too late to do
anything.

B Climate change is now so rapid that, in the very near future, the Arctic will be ice-free during
winter as less ice forms during winters and more melts in summer. Scientists say that
tackling climate change isn’t a problem we need to deal with in 10 or 20 years’ time; we
need to look at radical solutions now. A study has shown that the technologies to produce
these geoengineering projects already exists and could be in place for around $5 billion a
year. This is a bargain when compared with the cost of reducing carbon dioxide emissions, a
major greenhouse gas: that figure stands at somewhere between $200 and $2,000 billion.

C So what exactly are scientists planning to do to deal with global warming in the short term?
Among the main schemes are shielding the earth from the sun’s rays either at ground or
atmospheric level, or capturing the carbon produced by industry and sinking it back into the
ground or the sea. Shielding the world has produced ideas that range from simple science
to science fiction. One suggestion has been to make the roofs of buildings and roads whiter
to reflect the sun’s rays back into space. While this has the advantage of simplicity, it simply
won’t make much difference, reflecting only 0.15 watts per square metre, averaged across
the planet. To put this into perspective, to stop earth warming we need to increase heat loss
by about 3.7 watts per square metre averaged over the world. Another idea is to protect the
Greenland ice field by covering it in giant sheets of reflective material. If this works, it could
help in the Antartic where the giant Filchner-Ronne ice shelf is melting rapidly. If this glacier
disappears completely, it would raise sea levels, causing catastrophic flood damage around
the planet.

D If reflecting heat back from the ground has little effect, there are two alternatives: seeding
clouds and replicating volcanic activity. The first idea is to make clouds whiter by increasing
the amount of rain in them. Sending salt particles into clouds should ‘seed’ the clouds with
more raindrops. Clouds carrying more raindrops would be whiter and better reflectors of
sunlight. This could be good news for the earth and in addition could be stopped when
necessary with the salt completely clear from the skies within ten years. Unfortunately, other
research indicates that creating whiter clouds may have unwanted side effects, producing
adverse weather conditions in the region and changing ocean currents. A much older
idea is to replicate the effect volcanoes have had on the atmosphere. A volcanic eruption
sends large amounts of ash and sulphur into the air, which block the sun and create cooler
conditions. For example, when Mount Pinatubo erupted in 1991, it produced a sulphur
dioxide cloud, which reduced average global temperatures by one degree centigrade.
Geoengineers have long put forward the idea of circulating particles of sulphur in the
atmosphere to counteract global warming. The particles would be delivered by aircraft or
balloons spraying them into the atmosphere. However, this also has unpredictable effects
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on the amount and pattern of rainfall. Furthermore, this method would delay the recovery of
the ozone layer over the Antartic by 30 to 70 years. More ambitious geoengineering projects
have included placing billions of reflective balloons between the sun and the earth and
putting giant mirrors into orbit. Scientists have criticised these approaches as ‘science fiction’
and say they are unlikely to happen due to the huge costs involved.

Whatever actions we take to block or reflect the heat from the sun, we will still need to
reduce the amount of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere. Various geoengineering projects
have been proposed to do this. Carbon capture technologies range from planting trees,
which naturally use carbon dioxide as they grow, to pumping carbon back into the earth
and trapping it there. This is a good idea but would only account for about 0.5 watts per
square metre. Carbon capture technologies are already in use at power stations where the
greenhouse gas is taken at point of production and pumped underground into depleted
gas and oil reserves. However, the technology to do this is not very efficient. Other ideas
for taking carbon out of the atmosphere include seeding the oceans with iron. This would
increase the growth of plankton which, like trees, use carbon naturally. Unfortunately, this
would only account for 0.2 watts per square metre.

Proponents of geoengineering have never regarded the earth-changing engineering projects
as a complete solution. Nevertheless, the concept as a whole attracts many criticisms. One
is that the problem of climate change is of such huge scale and complexity that there will

not be one single solution. All proposals so far have advantages and disadvantages. The
biggest problem of all is that many of the projects are untested and any of the proposals may
have unforeseen consequences. For example, we could not suddenly stop a geoengineering
scheme: keeping temperatures artificially low for a period then taking away the cause of this
would cause the temperature to rise again rapidly. Furthermore, global engineering solutions
to the problem of climate change would need the agreement of all the world’s leaders:
having an American solution, a Chinese solution, a Brazilian solution, and so on simply
wouldn't be politically acceptable. But the biggest downfall is that geoengineering projects
could reduce the political and popular pressure for reducing carbon emissions, as politicians
point to geoengineering for an answer rather than tackling the real cause of climate change:
human activity.
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Test 1: Reading

Questions 35-40 o lad . P
oWiplylieapy
Classify the following as typical of
A land-based reflection

B atmospheric reflection

C carbon capture

Write the correct letter, A, B or C, next to Questions 35-40.

35 removes carbon dioxide as soon as it is produced

36 increases the reflectivity of white clouds

37 cleans carbon dioxide from the air naturally

38 would increase the number of small plants and animals in the sea
39 may help prevent rising water levels

40 is similar to the effect volcanoes have on the atmosphere
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WRITING TASK 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

The table below shows the change in some household types in Great Britain

from 1971 to 2007.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and

make comparisons where relevant.

Write at least 150 words.

One person 6 8 1" 12 12
One-family households
Couple
No children 19 20 23 25 25
Dependent children 52 47 41 39 36
Non-dependent children 10 10 11 9 9
Lone parent 4 6 10 12 12

WRITING TASK 2
You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.

Write about the following topic:

Tourism is one of the fastest growing industries and contributes a great deal

to economies around the world. However, the damage tourism can cause to

local cultures and the environment is often ignored.

To what extent do you agree or disagree?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your knowledge

or experience.
Write at least 250 words.
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PART 1: Introduction and interview

Listen to Track 05, pressing pause after each question to answer.

PART 2: Individual long turn

Before you read the task card, listen to Track 06.

Describe a well-known person you admire.

You should say:
who this person is
what this person does
why this person is well known

and explain what it is about this person you admire.

PART 3: Two-way discussion

Listen to Track 07, pressing pause after each question to answer.

Test 1: Speaking
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Test 2

SECTION 1 Questions 1-10

Questions 1-3

Choose the correct letter, A, B orC.

Example
Seb'’s course looks like it will be
A too difficult.

B too easy.
C (enjoyable.

1 Some of Lydia’s classmates

A are going into town later.
B have already been into town.

C haven't got time to go out.

2 Sebsays he
A is cooking a meal for his host family.
B doesn’t think he'll want to eat in town.

C has already eaten.

3 Lydia’s teacher
A has asked her to do some shopping.
B advised her not to stay out late.
C told her the shops stay open longer that evening.
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Test 2 : Listening

Questions 4-7
Complete the notes below.

Write NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS AND/OR A NUMBER for each answer.

YOUR HOST FAMILY DETAILS
Your host family are Mr and Mrs Andrews.
Address 4. Mayweather Road, Coldfield
Bus service Number 5
Local landmarks The house is opposite the 6
Telephone number 01764 7
Question 8

Choose the correct letter, A, Bor C.

8 Lydia needs to find
A a stationer’s.
B agrocer's.

C achemist’s.

Questions 9-10
Complete the sentences below.
Write NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS for each answer.

9 Sebis looking for a
10 They both have a voucher for the in the city library.
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SECTION 2

Questions 11-16

Choose the correct letter, A, B or C.

1

12

13

14

15

16

The self-access centre
A is always available.
B is generally quiet.

C gets busy during exams.

The Internet PCs
A should be used for no more than half an hour.
B must not be used to access Facebook.

C are generally used to study English.

Usernames and passwords
A are created by the teachers.
B areissued during induction.

C are created by students.

The help desk
A s staffed by technicians.

B offers language support.

C is only open when two members of staff are available.

Photocopying of reference books
A is not allowed.
B is done by teachers.

C has a small cost.

The high-spec PCs

A can be used to browse the Internet.
B are available for word processing.
C may need a CD-ROM.

B4  Practice Tests for IELTS

Questions 11-20

irlanguage
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Test 2 : Listening

Questions 17-20

Complete the sentences below.

Write NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS AND/OR A NUMBER for each answer.

17 Students can purchase a from the help desk.

18 The graded readers can be borrowed for a maximum of

19 The centre opens at 8.30 and closes at Monday to Friday.

20 On occasion the room is by a teacher and might not be available.
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SECTION 3 Questions 21-30

Questions 21-24

Choose the correct letter, A, B or C.

21 Jacob says that
A he needs to do more research.
B he read widely before writing the draft.

C heisn’t confident about his main points.

22 The tutor thinks Jacob
A has presented both sides of the argument well.
B needs to do more work on the content.

C has organised the essay very well.

23 The ideas Jacob expresses in the essay
A should be re-ordered.
B are poorly presented.

C don't make sense.

24 The tutor suggests that Jacob

A look at the use of paragraphs in other pieces of writing.

B read one or two textbooks on writing skills.

C read widely to develop his vocabulary.

Questions 25-27

Complete the tutor's notes below.

Write NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS for each answer.

Try using higher level 26

The sentences are sometimes too 27

Very natural use of 25 Well done!

in your essays.
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Questions 28-30

Choose THREE letters, A-F.

What does the tutor suggest?

A

m m O O W

Try some worksheets to practise formal writing.
Check spelling carefully.
Use more advanced vocabulary.

Buy a thesaurus.

Use some of the synonyms the tutor has suggested.

Find alternative words to those that are underlined.

Test 2 : Listening
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SECTION 4 Questions 31-40

Questions 31-34
Choose the correct letter, A, B or C.

31 Work experience is required
A to get a professional job.
B to do a postgraduate degree.

C tojoin an undergraduate course.

32 Graduates on placements
A develop skills employers require.
B are transferred to various posts.

C should avoid making too many demands on employers.

33 Placements can offer the opportunity
A to make an impact on the working environment.
B to get to know important people in the area of work.

C to meet new and interesting people.

34 Placements can lead to
A future employment with the same organisation.
B a better class of postgraduate degree.

C greater influence with large organisations.
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Questions 35-37

Choose THREE letters, A-E.

Students on placements could

A

m O O @

help improve the quality of research within the organisation.

support people receiving long-term treatment following serious injury.
run counselling sessions.

have the chance to offer feedback on counselling sessions they attend.

contribute to teacher-development programmes.

Questions 38-40

Complete the notes below.

Write NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS for each answer.

It is the responsibility of the student 38 an interview.

Itis 39

Forms for the CRB check can be obtained from 40

to have a CRB check when working with certain clients.
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READING PASSAGE 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 1-12, which are based on Reading
Passage 1 on the following pages.

Questions 1-5

Passage 1 has six paragraphs, A-F

Choose the correct heading for paragraphs A-D and F from the list of headings below.

Write the correct number, i-ix, next to Questions 1-5.

List of Headings
i Improvements to faba bean farming
ii  Increasing productivity to secure the future of legume farming
iii The importance of legumes
iv. The nutritional value of legumes
v The effect of farming on the environment
vi Legumes in the diet of ancient peoples
vii  The importance of reducing meat consumption
viii Archaeological discoveries

ix Legumes as a provider of protein

Paragraph A
Paragraph B
Paragraph C

H W N =

Paragraph D

Example Answer
Paragraph E i

5 ParagraphF

Practice Tests for IELTS



Test 2 : Reading

A The health benefit of legumes has been widely
known for centuries. Also known as pulses or, more
commonly, beans, they belong to an extremely
large category of vegetables containing over 13,000
species. Only grains supply more calories and
protein to the world’s population. Today, agricultural
researchers and scientists are experimenting with
varieties of legumes that are easier to harvest, more
resistant to disease and yield better crops.

B Beans are often referred to as ‘the poor person’s
meat’ but this label is unfair — considering the health
benefits of legumes, they should really be called ‘the

healthy alternative to meat’. Beans contain a rich and varied supply of nutritional

substances, which are vital for keeping in good health. Diets rich in beans are used to
help with a variety of health issues including lowering cholesterol levels, improving blood
sugar control in diabetics, reducing the risk of many cancers, lowering the risk of heart
disease and lowering blood pressure. Beans are a good source of protein but are often
considered to be an ‘incomplete’ protein as they lack the essential amino acids that we
need to complete our diet. Foods from animals (meat, fish, eggs, dairy products), on the
other hand, contain protein and amino acids. However, many cultures combine beans with
grains to form a complete protein that is a high-quality substitute for meat — rice and soy

in Japan, corn and beans in Mexico, rice and lentils in the Middle East. Beans are also a

good source of fibre, giving the consumer between 5 and 8.6 grams of fibre per 100 grams

eaten. Fibre is an important ingredient in a healthy diet with great benefits to our digestive
system and in reducing cholesterol levels, which in turn reduces our risk of heart disease.

Fibre also helps us to feel full and control our appetite.

Why is it important to substitute meat as much as possible? First of all because of the
health implications — red meat in particular has a high fat content. Secondly, antibiotics
and other chemicals are used in the raising of poultry and cattle. Thirdly, the cost to the
environment is much greater in raising cattle than it is in growing crops. To produce a
kilogram of beef, farmers need to feed the cow 15 kilograms of grain and a further 30
kilograms of forage.

Little wonder then that legumes have been used from ancient times. According to Trevor
Brice in Life and Society in the Hittite World, the Hittites, an ancient people living in
Anatolia from the eighteenth century BC, ate a wide variety of legumes including peas,
beans, faba beans, chickpeas and lentils. And in ancient Egypt, Ramses Il is known to
have offered 11,998 jars of beans to the god of the Nile. Archaeologists have found the
remains of legumes on land beneath Lake Assad in Syria dating back to 8,000 BC and,
astonishingly, a 4,000-year-old lentil seed found during an excavation in Turkey has

been germinated, allowing scientists to compare the ancient variety with the organic and
genetically engineered varieties of today. Professor Nejat Bilgen from Dumlupinar University,
who led the archaeological team, said that the lentils were found in a container dating from
the Bronze age. The plant grown from the ancient lentil was found to be ‘pretty weak’ in
comparison with modern varieties.

Modern agricultural research has tended to focus on grain production, breeding new
varieties of wheat and other crops rather than improving the varieties of legumes, which
can suffer from low yields and unstable harvests. For this reason, farmers started to
abandon them in favour of more dependable crops, which had had the benefits of
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scientific improvement. Recently, scientists have returned to legumes to identify desirable
characteristics such as height, good crop production and resistance to pests in order to
cross different plants with each other and produce a new, improved variety. Using traditional
breeding methods agricultural scientists are transforming the faba bean into a variety that

is easier to grow. Traditional varieties are undependable as they rely on insects to pollinate
them. But faba bean types that can self-fertilise naturally were discovered and this gene

is being bred into new varieties. Other faba bean varieties have been found that produce
higher yields or shorter crops. Faba bean plants tend to grow tall and fall over in the field
making them difficult to harvest mechanically so breeding plants that are 50% shorter means
they are more stable. Unlike the traditional plants, the new faba bean plants end in a flower —
this means that more of the plant’s energy is transformed into producing beans instead of
unusable foliage.

With the new varieties, farmers in some regions are achieving a marked rise in

production — between 10 to 20% improvement. Scientists have also managed to develop a
commercial faba bean able to resist the parasitic weed Orobanche, which has been known
to destroy whole fields of the crop. The future of legumes and the farmers who grow them
is becoming brighter. Legumes are an important source of nourishment for humans and
also for the soil: the beans take nitrogen directly from the atmosphere and fix it into the
soil to provide nutrients for other crops and save the farmer the cost of artificial fertiliser.
Making legumes a profitable crop for the future may prove an essential factor in feeding
growing populations.

irlanguage
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Questions 6-11
Do the following statements agree with the information given in Reading Passage 1?7 Write

TRUE if the statement agrees with the information
FALSE if the statement contradicts the information
NOT GIVEN if there is no information on this

Legumes are second to grain in providing people with calories and protein.

Beans can help to cure heart disease.

Antibiotics are used when farming animals for food.

Scientists have the opportunity to see how similar modern and ancient lentil plants are.

Agricultural scientists are making the faba bean easier to grow in dry areas.

- 0O W 00 3 o

—

New varieties of faba bean can destroy parasitic weeds.

Question 12
What is the best title for Reading Passage 17
Choose the correct letter A, B or C.

A The health benefits of beans and pulses
B Dietin ancient times
C Agricultural scientists give legumes a new lease of life
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READING PASSAGE 2

You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 13-29, which are based on Reading
Passage 2 below.

What is dyscalculia?

When you look at the morning newspaper or check a news webpage, numbers are
everywhere: the date is 12th September; it’s 16°C in London; England lose 2—1 at football;
the time is 12.30. But for people with dyscalculia, dealing with numbers presents a particular
everyday difficulty. Dyscalculia is a learning difficulty in mathematics. It was originally
uncovered by Kosc — a Czech researcher — after research into damage to parts of the brain
involved in mathematical cognition. Dyscalculia can have two causes: brain damage or
‘acquired dyscalculia’ and developmental dyscalculia — or dyscalculia from birth. Whichever
the cause, dyscalculia has three features: problems with mathematics; problems with
mathematics only, not other areas of learning; and the assumption that these problems are
rooted in brain activity.

Unlike dyslexia — difficulties with words — dyscalculia has been relatively little studied until
recently. Very little is known about its causes, prevalence or how to treat it. Estimates indicate
that between 3% and 6% of the population could be affected. The figures refer to children
who only have difficulties with maths but have good or excellent performance in other areas
of learning. People with dyscalculia have difficulty with the most basic aspects of numbers
and mathematics, but this does not mean that the person affected has difficulty with higher
mathematical reasoning or arithmetic. In fact, the evidence from brain-damaged dyscalculic
people shows that an individual might suffer dyscalculia but can even show great ability in
abstract mathematical reasoning.

Dyscalculia appears to be related to an ability shared between humans and many other
animals. This is called ‘subitizing’ and is the capacity to count the number of objects by briefly
looking at them. Subitizing seems to be an innate skill present in humans from birth and is a
useful survival skill for humans and animals: there is a big advantage in being able to count how
many predators or prey there are. Experiments with babies show that we are able to count at a
very early age: if a baby sees a doll put behind a screen then another doll is also put behind the
screen, the baby expects to see two dolls when the screen is removed. Babies will look longer at
things they didn’t expect to see, so if the screen is removed and the baby sees only one doll or
three dolls, they stare at this unexpected sight longer, proving our ability to count from infancy.
Dyscalculia could be explained by the lack of this innate capability. Genetic causes could include
known genetic disorders such as Fragile X syndrome. However, as well as genetic factors, there
could also be environmental causes such as drinking alcohol during pregnancy, which can result
in underdevelopment of the brain.

There are many signs of dyscalculia including some well established and some less well

~ researched. There are a number of symptoms that we are relatively certain of. Firstly, counting:

whilst discalculic children can learn the sequence of numbers — 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, etc — they have
difficulty counting backwards or forwards, particularly in twos or threes. Secondly, they find
learning and remembering number facts difficult and often lack confidence even when they have
the right answer. They can’t use rules correctly either; for instance they may know that4 +2 =6
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but not be able to see that 2 + 4 = 6 or understand the concept of addition. Thirdly, they have
problems with numbers with zeros and don’t understand that the numerals 10, 100 and 1,000 are
the same as the words ten, one hundred and one thousand. Fourthly, dyscalculic children may not
be good at using money or telling the time. Concepts of speed or temperature may be difficult
for them to fully understand. Finally, they may have problems in understanding directions or in
following a map.

Diagnosing and treating dyscalculia is not straightforward as there are many reasons for
being bad at maths including poor teaching, lack of motivation and inability to concentrate for
long periods of time. An important result of present research will be to improve our methods
for identifying children with dyscalculia. The treatment of the problem, however, is a different
matter. Many people think that, because the cause of dyscalculia is in the brain, it can’t be
treated. But this is a misunderstanding. Every time we learn a new fact or skill, our brain
changes. Furthermore, if we practise a new skill extensively the brain changes considerably.
This is related to a property of the brain called ‘plasticity’, which simply means the ability of
the brain to develop and change, particularly during childhood. Dyscalculia could be treated
by experiences at home, providing an environment that encourages children to count. Schools
could pay more attention to making sure children understand basic mathematical concepts
before dealing with more advanced ideas; they should, for example, avoid teaching the division
of fractions before ensuring children have understood to concept of division. Teaching maths
through a multi-sensory approach using speech, sound, writing and reading simultaneously has
been shown to be a good approach. Finally, maths should be taught in short blocks of time and
lessons should build on what was taught previously.

Questions 13-16' l i

Complete the sentences below.
Write NO MORE THAN TWO WORDS from the passage for each answer.

13 A person with dyscalculia cannot solve basic problems.

14 The condition was first discovered by a researcher investigating
to the brain.

15 Dyscalculia can be caused by injury to the brain or it can be present

16 Other aspects of are not affected by dyscalculia.
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Questions 17-22

Do the following statements agree with the information given in Reading Passage 2?7

Write
TRUE if the statement agrees with the information
FALSE if the statement contradicts the information
NOT GIVEN if there is no information on this

17 There is not much information on how many people have dyscalculia.

18 People with dyscalculia are not able to do advanced maths.

19 Subsitizing means knowing how many things there are by counting them.

20 Experiments show that babies are able to count to four.

21 One explanation is that people with dyscalculia have not inherited a common ability.

22 Drinking alcohol may be linked to the development of dyscalculia.

Questions 23-29

Classify the following as typical of

A reasons for being bad at maths
B plasticity
C dyscalculia

D the treatment of dyscalculia
Write the correct letter, A, B, C or D, next to Questions 23-29.

23 limiting maths teaching to short periods

24 being unmotivated to learn

25 the brain developing, especially when young

26 not associating words about figures with numbers
27 needing practice at telling the time

28 using all the senses when doing maths

29 poor concentration for longer lengths of time
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READING PASSAGE 3

You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 30-40, which are based on Reading
Passage 3 below.

Crowdmapping

One of the most exciting mass movements today is crowdmapping: sharing data collectively
to produce a visualisation on a map giving almost-instant information on current events.
Crowdmapping produces a picture of events on the ground as they happen by taking text
messages and social media feeds together with geographic data to distribute real-time,
interactive information on events such as revolutions, wars, humanitarian crises and natural
disasters. This new application of social networking can bring fresh insights into events, which
can be nearly impossible to cover through traditional methods of journalism where individuals
report into a central newsroom. It has the additional advantage of mapping longer-term trends
that fall in and out of the news.

Technologies like mobile phones and the world wide web have made it possible for those
people caught up in a war or natural disaster to broadcast information from the affected area
and for this information to be collected in a way that emergency aid services can use and act
on. In a disaster situation the most current information is essential because the needs of, for
example, flood victims change minute by minute. It enables response organisations to get an
understanding of a crisis situation quickly (thus it is sometimes called crisis mapping), give
targeted aid to people most in need and form a network of reliable reporters on the ground to
check information going to the live updated map. When an emergency situation arises, a small
army of volunteers comes together to collect incoming information and put it on the map. Some
of the information comes from official sources such as the United Nations, but the most powerful
aspect of data collection is the ability to pull information from Twitter posts, emails and text
messages. Once this information is available, volunteers collaborate via the Internet to put data
on to a map, which is updated every second to build a comprehensive picture of the scale and
severity of the disaster. Volunteers from all over the world translate the messages coming in
from the disaster zone into English and plot the information on the live interactive map.

One of the originators of crowdmapping is Ushahidi. The developers of crowdmapping software
began the project in Kenya to map reports of violence after a controversial election result in
2008. Later, in 2010 in Haiti, a similar approach of collectively sharing information to help
emergency services deal with the situation was adopted. A small team released a free phone
number — 4636 — to allow victims of the 7.0-magnitude earthquake to text their requests for
medical aid, water and shelter. Over 1,000 workers and volunteers around the globe, contacted
via Facebook, translated the messages, mostly in Haitian Creole. They then prioritised and
geolocated the requests for help via crowdmapping software. Through this service, emergency
response teams were able to save the lives of hundreds of people and send food, water

and medicine to tens of thousands. The success of Project 4636 led to the development of
crowdmapping when dealing with critical and even non-critical situations.

Most recently, crowdmapping has been used to track violent activity in warzones and areas
with uprisings. In one country, when the people rose up against their leader, the United Nations
monitored the escalating violence via a crowdmap to provide them with information on what
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was happening in the country. In another country, rebel fighters reported people who were
missing, killed or arrested according to eyewitnesses. Other uses for the software have included
the Danish people’s attempt to map the extent of CCTV surveillance in their country. Since

the project began, 2,220 CCTV cameras have been photographed and verified by journalists.
However, not all attempts at crowdmapping have been successful. The attempt to map an
uprising in one country was cut short when the authorities took the country offline and, when the
Internet was brought back, the crowdmap had been forgotten.

There are other downsides to crowdmapping. According to George Chamales, there are security
challenges: it must be ensured that the system stays operational and that the information
collated is not misused. Firstly, the lead crowdmap tends to be the one that is set up first and
has the most users. Unfortunately, the organisation behind the first crowdmap may not be

the best one to manage the complex process of collecting and managing the data. Secondly,
there are several platforms for producing crowdmaps including commercial products and open-
source projects like Ushahidi. Some have even been developed for a particular crisis such as
the nuclear meltdown in Fukushima — all of these have their own disadvantages: commercial
software may need to patch bugs in the programme; open source software may overlook
security in favour of functionality. The information coiiected needs to come from trustworthy
sources, which are then relied on for more reports; this may make the person sending the
report a potential target in war situations. Finally, there is the human element in processing

the information, relying on thousands of volunteers to translate, categorise and prioritise

the information. There is an obvious risk in giving strangers access to messages generated

in dangerous circumstances: messages may be deleted and the sender’s identity may be
compromised.

While the introduction of any new technology has flaws, George Chamales believes that
crowdmapping cannot afford to go through the same maturation as other technologies: the

risks to people using it in hostile political situations are too great and could lead to them being
arrested or killed. Furthermore, over time the technology may be labelled as dangerous, leading
organisations to shun an extremely useful instrument. The answer, Chamales believes, can

be found in developing standards through collaboration between IT security experts and the
crowdmapping movement. New challenges and issues will arise with each crisis mapped by the
people affected, but George Chamales thinks that establishing security standards would be a
good starting point to allow this valuable new form of networking to evolve.
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Questions 30-34

Label the diagram below using words from the box.

Write the correct letter, A-E, in spaces 30-34.

Crowdmapping actions

A
B

mi Q) =Gy

interactive map

social media feeds

emergency services

volunteers collect and translate

official sources

Crowdmapping

Test 2 : Reading

oWiplyLieap

emails 30

text
messages

31

33

34

irlanguage
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Questions 35-40

Choose the correct letter, A, B, C or D.

35

36

37

38

39

40

Crowdmapping aims to produce data on

A historical and future patterns of behaviour.
B political events.

C interactive maps.
D

events after earthquakes only.

Crowdmapping allows emergency services to

A contact journalists.
B hel

-

everyone who needs it.
check information online.

e
D act quickly in specific areas.

The operation relies heavily on

A a projectin Kenya.

B asmall team.

C people translating messages.
D

emergency response teams.

The fourth paragraph contains examples of crowdmapping in
A countries with no internet access.

B natural disasters.

C areas of conflict.
D

a country with a lot of traffic cameras.

Which is NOT a disadvantage of crowdmapping?

A the inability of some organisations to handle the data effectively
B unreliable information

C security being compromised

D computer crashes

What is the best way to deal with the problems associated with this new technology?
A wait for problems to be resolved

B arrest people using it incorrectly

C agree common practices to make crowdmapping secure

D

change the process when new problems arise
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Test 2 : Writing

WRITING TASK 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

The graphs below show the percentage of people holding full driving licences in

Great Britain by age and sex.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and

make comparisons where relevant.

Write at least 150 words.

Great Britain
Percentages
Men Age

70 and
over

60-69

50-59

40-49

30-39

21-29

1975/7
AL 17-20

100 80 60 40 20 0

Full car driving licence holders: by sex and age l .

Women

A



WRITING TASK 2

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.

Write about the following topic:

A huge number of students choose to study English independently on a self-
study basis rather than attend a formal course. However, without the assistance
of a teacher, students often find it difficult to manage their studies.

To what extent do you agree or disagree?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your knowledge or
experience.

Write at least 250 words.
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PART 1: Introduction and interview

Listen to Track 12, pressing pause after each question to answer.

PART 2: Individual long turn

Before you read the task card, listen to Track 13.

Describe a hobby you had as a child.

You should say:
what the hobby was
how old you were when you had the hobby
how you spent your time on the hobby

and explain what it was about the hobby that interested you.

PART 3: Two-way discussion

Listen to Track 14, pressing pause after each question to answer.

Test 2 : Speaking
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Test 3

SECTION 1 Questions 1-10

Questions 1-4

Complete the form below.

Write NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS AND / OR A NUMBER for each answer.

Example Answer

Modal Ford Fiesta

Registration 3R11

Current mileage 2 miles
Estimated yearly mileage 6,000 a year

Overnight parking 3

Cover Third party &4

No claims bonus 6 years

Questions 5-7

Choose THREE letters, A-G.
Which additional cover does Liam want?

Legal

14-day cover courtesy car
Driver Injury

Protected no claims bonus
Breakdown

Lost car key

O M m o O W P>

Windscreen
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Questions 8-10

Complete the form below.

Write NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS AND/OR A NUMBER for each answer.

Test 3: Listening

Name

Address
Postcode

Date of birth
Telephone
Payment by
Card number
Security number

How did the customer hear about Hartline?

Liam Byrd

35 Bottiville Crescent, Birmingham
8
11/11/1969
0121 677 9887
9

dkokkk kkkk kKK¥X 1551

* k%

10
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SECTION 2 Questions 11-20 -

Questions 11-14

Complete the sentences below.
Write NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS AND/OR A NUMBER for each answer.

11 Everyyear more than people try to climb Mont Blanc.

12 Approximately reach the top every day in the summer months.
13 In July 2007 there were 30 fatalities, chiefly due to

14 One dangeris caused by other climbers.

Questions 15-17
Choose the correct letter, A, B or C.

15 How did Katherine do her most recent climb?
A inagroup
B with a guide

C on herown

16 Why did Katherine find her first climb of Mont Blanc difficult?
A because of poor weather conditions
B because of the time she was climbing

C because the route was crowded

17 What did Katherine do on her second climb that made it easier?
A She spent a few days in Chamonix beforehand.
B She did the climb over two days.

C She climbed smaller peaks for training.

vWiplybieap
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Test 3: Listening

Questions 18-20 iflnngunqq
Choose THREE letters, A-F.

What has experience taught Katherine about climbing Mont Blanc?

Be in good physical condition.

Have the right climbing equipment.
Wear several layers of clothing.
Protect yourself from the sun.
Climb with others.

Acclimatise yourself to the altitude first.

M Mmoo O W >
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SECTION 3 Questions 21-30

Questions 21-23
Write NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS for each answer.

21 When do Elaine and Adam decide to meet for revision?

22 What item does Adam think will help them work independently on revision?

23 How does Elaine suggest they spend their revision time between meetings?

Questions 24-28

Complete the sentences below.
Write NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS for each answer.

24 It's best to avoid taking notes

25 Relate to key theories and arguments.

26 Using diagrams can help keep a lot of information

27 Bullet points can enable you to highlight

28 Keep a record of your sources, such as the

Questions 29-30

Choose the correct letter, A, Bor C.

29 In future revision sessions Adam suggests using past papers
A to try to predict future exam questions.
B to test each other.

C to discuss the questions.

30 Elaine suggests
A adding essay practice to the timetable.
B doing essays under exam conditions.

C asking a tutor to mark their essays.
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SECTION 4 Questions 31-40 2
18

Questions 31-33 ulylgluhep
Choose the correct letter, A, B or C.

31 According to the text, shared space
A is very popular in the Netherlands.
B reduces the number of cars in an area.

C improves the dynamic between drivers and pedestrians.

32 Shared space design results in
A fewer road signs.
B stronger boundaries between pedestrians and motorists.

C increased local employment.

33 Supporters of shared space argue that it
A leads to new businesses opening.
B makes people happier to shop in the area.

C encourages wildlife.

Questions 34-37

Match the groups A-D with their concerns about shared space 34-37.

A Motorists
B Blind people
C Cyclists

D Supporters of shared space

34 Insufficient experience amongst planners
35 A lack of important signage
36 Intimidation by motorists

37 The loss of familiar street furniture
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Questions 38-39
Choose TWO letters, A-D.
People will be able to answer the questions

A on the Internet.

B at the local library.
C at the proposed site.
D at home.

Question 40

Questions must be designed so that they

A do not reflect the views of the campaign group.

B do not require an understanding of shared space.

C are easy to answer.

Practice Tests for IELTS
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Test 3: Reading

READING PASSAGE 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 1-12, which are based on Reading
Passage 1 below.

.
lm Seas beneath the sands

A Look at a map of North Africa from Egypt to
Algeria. Almost everything outside the Nile
Valley and south of the coastal plain appears
to be lifeless sand and gravel deserts. But
peer deeper, under the sand, and you will
find water. Under the Sahara lie three major
aquifers, strata of saturated sandstones and
limestones that hold water in their pores
like a wet sponge. The easternmost of

these, extending over two million square kilometres, contains 375,000 cubic kilometres of

water—the equivalent of 3,750 years of Nile river flow. It is called the Nubian Sandstone

Aquifer System, and lately it has come to the attention of practitioners of a subspeciality

of nuclear science known as isotope hydrology.

B Isotope hydrology, which studies the atoms of the two elements making up groundwater—
oxygen and hydrogen—and the trace elements in it, like carbon and nitrogen, is able to
determine when, give or take a couple of thousand years, today’s groundwater fell to
earth as rain. In the case of the Nubian Aquifer, some water in the system is thought to
be one million years old, but most of it fell between 50,000 and 20,000 years ago. Since
then, as the region has slowly turned to desert, there has been little addition of water to
the aquifer. What lies beneath the ground is called fossil water, and it will likely never be
recharged.

C Because the Nubian Aquifer is shared among four nations, and because Libya and Egypt
are now going forward with big water-pumping projects that tap the Nubian Aquifer, the
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), co-recipient of the 2005 Nobel Peace Prize, is
trying to bring the countries together in a joint effort to plan for a rational shared use of the
water.

D The stakes are certainly high. Egypt eventually hopes to use almost half a billion cubic
metres of groundwater annually—more than the volume of Lake Erie. Libya is already
pumping water from the Kufra Oasis, in its southeast corner, through a four-metre-diameter
pipeline to its thirsty coastal cities. When fully operational, that project will pump some 3.6
million cubic metres per day. Still, at current extraction rates, the aquifer is not likely to be
depleted for a thousand years.

E  Dr Taher Muhammad Hassan of the EAEA (Egyptian Atomic Energy Authority) says “One
thing that isotope studies have shown us is that there is surprisingly little aquifer recharge
from the Nile. Nile water has a younger isotopic profile, and samples from wells dug as
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close as five kilometres from the river show no sign of the Nile fingerprint. in fact, some of
that well water is dated at 26,000 years old.” Hassan is confident there is little likelihood of
international conflict over aquifer sharing. “We know that the velocity of underground flow in
most places is just two metres a day,” he says. “It's like sucking a thick milkshake through a
straw—it doesn’t happen fast, and eventually it stops completely.” Even Libya's big extraction
plans for Kufra will probably have only a minor effect on Egypt’s East Uweinat farming area,
given the distance between the two. If Kufra's water table drops 200 metres, the Egyptian
side might see a drop of only 10 centimetres.

At al-Agouza West in Egypt, a 10-story drilling rig, the same kind used to drill oil wells, has
reached 800 metres and is now evacuating the drilling mud and widening the bore. It has
taken 20 days to penetrate layers of shale and clay to reach the saturated sandstone—the
basement of the Nubian formation is some 1,800 metres deep here—at a cost of about
$400,000. Once the well is ready for testing, the ministry engineers check its static and
dynamic levels with a sounder, a kind of fisherman’s bob at the end of a tape measure that
rises and falls with the water table.

Dr Khaled Abu Zeid, of the Egyptian non-profit Center for Environment and Development

of the Arab Region and Europe (CEDARE), stresses the social context of water-resource
development, and the need to keep in mind traditional water users as well as new users.
Small farmers and Bedouin who rely on shallow wells should not be ignored in favour of the
big development schemes. “They need water today,” he says, “and will still need it tomorrow.
We must not let it run dry because deeper wells are more cost-effective. But neither should
we have an absolutist conservationist approach, in which we try to keep fossil water in some
kind of ‘museum’ for their benefit.”

The director of the Groundwater Research Institute at the Nile Barrage, Dr Ahmed Khater,
finds it ironic that in a desert region like the Middle East, petroleum geology is much better
understood than subsurface hydrology. “But water is what makes our life possible here, and
we must use it wisely,” he says. He cites the experience of President Nasser’s “New Valley”
project in the 1960s, which proposed a massive resettlement of Nile Valley farmers to the
western oases. It was a failure. “These isotope studies hold the promise of learning more
about what is really our most precious asset—water, not oil,” he says. Nasser, he notes, got
the New Valley project’s motto wrong. “He said, ‘When settlers come, then we will find water.’
He should have said, ‘When we find water, then settlers can come.”™
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Questions 1-4 irlanguage

Complete the table below.

Choose NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS from the passage for each answer.

Nubian Sandstone Aquifer system

Extent 1 375,000 km? of water

Formation The majority of the 2 between 50,000 and 20,000
years ago.

Flow water moves only 3 a day in most places

Depth The 4 of the formation is 1,800 metres deep.

Questions 5-12

Reading Passage 1 has eight paragraphs, A-H.

Which paragraph contains the following information?

Write the correct letter, A-H, next to Questions 5-12.

0 3 o0 o

11
12

dating the age of the water

understanding underground water through studying isotopes
the process of water collection

review of the likelihood of conflict

the importance of water for North-Saharan countries

layers of porous rock holding water under the desert
attention to the needs of local people

cross-country project for the use of water
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READING PASSAGE 2

You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 13-27, which are based on Reading
Passage 2 below.

High intensity training
Endurance vs intensity

The traditional view of exercise is that more is better. But now a new form of exercise is
challenging the old view and causing debate between traditionalists and proponents of a

new form of exercise, High Intensity Training (HIT). Current recommendations from the US
Department of Health and Human Services say adults aged between 16 and 64 should take
two kinds of exercise every week: aerobic and muscle-strengthening. Aerobic exercise covers
activities that make you breathe harder and your heart beat faster — activities such as walking
quickly, swimming or playing a relaxed game of tennis. Muscle-strengthening exercises work
all the major muscle groups in a person’s body — legs, hips, back, chest, abdomen, shoulders
and arms. The US Department of Health and Human Services recommends that adults do
two hours and thirty minutes of moderate-intensity aerobic activity per week and muscle-
strengthening activities on at least two days per week. A lot of people, perhaps understandably,
never meet these targets, usually citing lack of time as the main reason.

However, a recent study has removed the old excuse. Professor Martin Gibala, from Canada’s
McMaster University, has published research in the Journal of Physiology that shows doing less
exercise can be more effective than time-consuming periods of aerobic and muscle-strengthening
activities. High Intensity Training is very simple: it involves a warm-up period followed by a
short burst of intense activity, usually 30 seconds to one minute, then a recovery period where
you exercise at a gentler pace for a couple of minutes, then another short period of high-energy
activity. After a second recovery phase, there is more energy-intensive exercise before slowing
down for a while, then stopping. That’s all your exercise for the day. This cycle of warm up /
intense activity / recovery / intense activity, etc can be applied to a variety of sports such as
cycling, jogging and swimming.

How does it work?

There are a number of different explanations as to why HIT seems to be more effective than
endurance exercise. Firstly, exercising at low intensity only burns calories while you are active
so that the minute you stop, you also stop burning calories. In contrast, high-intensity exercise
continues to work on your metabolism a long time after you have finished — and this can be up
to 24 hours later — so that you continue burning calories for longer. Secondly, HIT builds your
muscles, replacing fat with muscle mass. The third theory is that the sprint-and-recover cycle
doesn’t give the body the chance to store energy in the same way as training over a long period:
the body needs to use all the energy in one go rather than maintain the same energy level over a
longer period and still being able to reserve some as fat. The final theory is HIT combines both
aerobic and muscle-strengthening activities and uses many more muscles than regular exercise —
up to 80% of the muscles in the body, compared with up to 40% for moderate jogging or cycling.

There have been numerous experiments into HIT. In one conducted by a team from the
University of Colorado led by Kyle Sevits, five male volunteers were tested to measure the
number of calories a typical HIT workout burns. The volunteers, aged between 25 and 31, were
tested to make sure their hearts were healthy, and their body composition and resting metabolic
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rates were measured. The participants ate a specific diet, then taken to a hospital room where
researchers were able to control the air intake and determine the oxygen, carbon dioxide and
water content of the air. Through these indices researchers were able to measure how many
calories the volunteers burned. While each person lived in the room, they were kept on their
strict diet and could only watch TV or use a computer. However, on one day they were asked

to participate in HIT on a gym bike, pedalling as fast as they could for five 30-second periods
with four-minute recovery periods between. The results were startling: the volunteers burned

an average of an extra 200 calories on the workout day in spite of doing high-intensity activity
for just 2.5 minutes. Other experiments have revealed similar results. In Japan, a team from the
National Institute of Fitness and Sport separated individuals into two groups. The first group
trained five days a week over six weeks, taking an hour of moderate-intensity exercise per day,
totally five hours per week. The oxygen intake of this group improved by an average of 9%. The
second group’s training sessions were eight 20-second intense workouts followed by ten seconds
of rest. Their oxygen intake improved by 15%.

Benefits to health

Good oxygen intake is a sign of a healthy adult but the workout routine has shown other health
benefits in diabetes. Scientists at Herriot Watt University in Edinburgh found that short bursts

of high-intensity activity every few days reduced the risk of contracting diabetes due to the
beneficial effects on blood sugar. Similarly, a study in 2011 by Professor Gibala found that
insulin sensitivity improved by 35% after just two weeks, which is important in enabling glucose
digested from food to get to our cells and provide energy. Endurance is also increased: one study
in 2006 found that eight weeks of doing high-intensity workouts meant subjects could exercise
twice as long as they could before the study, while maintaining the same pace. Additionally, HIT
increases the fat burnt and sustains more muscle. Finally, HIT stimulates production of human
growth hormone (HGH) by up to 450% during the 24 hours after the workout has finished. HGH
i1s not only responsible for increased calorie burning but also slows down the ageing process. It
seems that HIT could keep us fitter and younger for longer.

Questions 13-17

Do the following statements agree with the information given in Reading Passage 2?

Write
(1
TRUE if the statement agrees with the information .
FALSE if the statement contradicts the information

NOT GIVEN If there is no information on this

13 The traditional view of exercise questions the effectiveness of long periods of activity.
14 Aerobic exercise includes tennis, walking and football.

15 Many people fail to do the recommended amount of exercise.

16 Some now believe that being active for shorter periods is better for our health.

17 HIT involves a 10-minute cool-down period.
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Questions 18-22
Choose the correct letter, A, B, Cor D.

18 Low-intensity activity
A burns calories after you stop.
B lets the body store fat.
C doesn’t take much time.

D uses all the body’s energy reserves.

19 High-intensity training
A retains both muscle and fat tissue.
B is only good for muscle-building.

C makes use of under half of our muscles.

D is done in cycles of rest and activity.

20 In one experiment, participants
A were all middle aged.
B were slightly unhealthy.
C ate a high-fibre diet.
D

were kept in a controlled environment.

21 Researchers measured
A the air intake.
B how much TV they watched.
C how fast they pedalled.
D how much energy they used.

22 Inthe Japanese experiment
A there were two groups of men.
B the groups trained simultaneously.
C scientists measured the amount of oxygen used in training.

D both groups had intensive training sessions.

irlanguage
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Questions 23-27

Complete the text below.

Choose NO MORE THAN TWO WORDS from the passage for each answer.

A study has found that HIT 23 the chance of getting diabetes. Another study

found that HIT improves 24

enabling individuals to exercise for longer
and the

periods while 25 a similar pace. More fat is 26

27 of human growth hormone increases enormously.
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READING PASSAGE 3

You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 28-40, which are based on Reading
Passage 3 on the following pages.

Questions 28-32

Passage 3 has six paragraphs, A-F.
Choose the correct heading for paragraphs B-F from the list below.

Write the correct number, j-jx, next to Questions 28-32.

List of Headings
i  The collapse of the Neanderthal population
ii The origin of modern humans
iii  Humanity's prehistoric mother
iv Routes out of Africa
v Attributes of humans and Neanderthals
vi The human migration
vii What did Neanderthals look like?

viii The diversity of African populations

ix Tracing back our DNA

Example Answer
Paragraph A i

28 ParagraphB
29 Paragraphc
30 Paragraphp
31 ParagraphE
32 ParagraphF
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Among prehistoric archeologists, Ksar Agil has an almost mythical status, but the site is
little known outside professional circles. The migration of modern humans out of Africa and
the Near East’s position as a bridge between continents and cultures, as well as nearly a
century of scientific research, are all woven into the story of Ksar Aqil. Current perspectives
on human evolution and mankind’s colonization of the globe are based upon fossil
evidence, as well as excavated artifacts and biogenetic data. These lines of inquiry indicate
a relatively recent evolution of modern humans, Homo sapiens sapiens, in Africa about
200,000 years ago.

The latest, and arguably most powerful, analytical tool available to those investigating
human origins comes from molecular biology. Geneticists have found that examination of the
DNA from tiny structures inside the cell, called mitochondria, provided a means to measure
human biogenetic relationships on a time scale spanning hundreds of thousands of years.
Mitochondria, also known as the powerhouse of the cell because they generate chemical
energy, possess their own genome, and mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA) is inherited exclusively
from the mother. Dramatic results released in 1987 by researchers at the University of
California at Berkley indicated that all mtDNA present in people today stems from a single
female who lived about 200,000 years ago in Africa. This woman was called “Mitochondrial
Eve,” the genetic mother of all of earth’s present-day population.

Tens of thousands of years before Beirut became a meeting place of East and West, the
Levantine coastal strip and the Arabian Peninsula to the south were corridors through
which our common ancestors moved out of Africa and into Asia, Europe, Australia

and, lastly, the Americas. The region also has the distinction of being a place where
Neanderthals (Homo sapiens neanderthalensis) and our immediate ancestors co-
existed and indeed interbred. Although the evolutionary split between Neanderthals and
the ancestors of modern humans occurred sometime between 440,000 and 270,000
years ago, according to research, a little Neanderthal DNA, between one and four per
cent, exists in all peoples alive today, except for those in Africa. It is probable that our
Neanderthal heritage resulted from interbreeding that happened in the Near East sometime
between 80,000 and 45,000 years ago.

According to proponents of the “out of Africa” theory, the exodus of anatomically modern
humans probably occurred in waves. One early migration into the Near East occurred

prior to 130,000 years ago, and an examination of a modern map of the Horn of Africa

and adjacent parts of Arabia shows there are two obvious routes this migration could

have taken. One involves crossing from northern Egypt into the Sinai Peninsula, the other
crosses the Bab el-Mandab strait to reach modern-day Yemen, perhaps by watercraft. It is
likely that both these routes were taken at different times, as they were navigable, presented
no significant hazards and were frequented by the animals our early ancestors tracked

and hunted. Given the geographic position of the Near East as a bridge between Europe
and Asia, this region formed the trunk through which our family tree branched out from its
African roots, both geographically and genetically. When modern humans entered the area
over 130,000 years ago, the Neanderthals were in residence, and it seems they curtailed
the extent of the newcomers’ settlement for a while. When another wave of modern humans
began migrating from Africa about 50,000 years ago, perhaps due to population pressure on
resources and territory, our ancestors ultimately became the sole inhabitants of places like
Ksar Aqil.

If this contest had been based on physical strength alone, the Neanderthals would have
won hands down. Modern humans, however, had developed cognitive, physical and cultural
abilities that provided an advantage, ultimately leading to the Neanderthals being relegated

89



90

to geographically marginalized refugees. Neanderthals differed from modern humans in a
number of ways, perhaps most noticeably in their skull anatomy, which featured a sloped
forehead, a large projection at the back of the skull called an occipital bun, pronounced
eyebrow ridges, and no chin. Physically robust and more powerfully built than our ancestors,
their massive but relatively short stature was more efficient in cold climates like Europe’s. In
common with modern humans, they possessed a gene essential for language development,
and some paleoanthropologists believe they were capable of complex speech patterns. The
Neanderthals apparently were not suited to activities like long-distance running. The energy
cost of locomotion was apparently 32 per cent higher in Neanderthals, resulting in a daily
dietary requirement between 100 and 350 calories greater than that of modern humans living
in similar environmental settings. Our ancestors may, therefore, have had a competitive edge
simply by being more fuel-efficient.

What exactly happened to the Neanderthals no one knows. Modern peoples migrating into
Southwest Asia and on to Europe may have displaced them. Undoubtedly, contact led to

a variety of interactions, some clearly resulting in opportunities for interbreeding, others
involving physical conflict and competition for resources. The Neanderthals’ demise may

LA ASIA AT

also have been linked to rapid climatic swings between 50,000 and 30,000 years ago, which
created further pressure on their already divided and isolated populations.
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Questions 33-39

Classify the following as typical of

A Neanderthals
B humans
C both

Write the correct letter, A, B or C, next to Questions 33-39.

33
34
35
36
37
38
39

the ability to develop language

the absence of one particular facial feature
the ability to run long distances

needing to consume lots of calories
greater physical strength

being small in height

making up at least 96% of our genes

Question 40

What is the best title for Reading Passage 3?

Choose the correct letter, A, Bor C.

A The decline of Neanderthal man
B The site where humans and Neanderthals met and mixed

C The migration of humans into Europe

Test 3: Reading
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WRITING TASK 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

The graph below shows the perceived danger and actual likelihood of being a
victim of crime.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and
make comparisons where relevant.

Write at least 150 words.

Darraivad and antiial likalihAand Af haina 2 vintirm Af Arima: hu Arima tuna
FOIVOIVOWU AQlilu awiual IiIinclinivwu vi UGIIIs G Vi Wi winne U’ Wil l,'-lﬁ
Percentages
25
Perceived 2009/10
Actual 2009/10
20 BS] Perceived 2010111
Actual 2010/11
15

10

5

TR
\i

Burglary Car crime
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WRITING TASK 2
You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. Ol.l.jll-.'.lﬂl.’iel”

Write about the following topic:

The position of women has changed a great deal in many societies over the past
50 years. But these societies cannot claim to have achieved gender equality.

To what extent do you agree or disagree?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your knowledge
or experience.

Write at least 250 words.
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PART 1: Introduction and interview

Listen to Track 19, pressing pause after each question to answer.

PART 2: Individual long turn

Before you read the task card, listen to Track 20.

Describe a possession that is very important to you.

You should say:

what the possession is
how long you have had it

how often you use it

and explain what it is about this possession that makes it so important.

PART 3: Two-way discussion

Listen to Track 21, pressing pause after each question to answer.
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SECTION 1 Questions 1-10

Questions 1-3

Complete the notes below.

Write NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS AND/OR A NUMBER for each answer.

Example Answer

The customer is going to France for 1 week

Traveller's cheques can be replaced within 1

Having a little cash is useful for things like 2

The bank charges for ATM withdrawals with a 3

Questions 4-7

Complete the table below.

Write NO MORE THAN TWO WORDS AND/OR A NUMBER for each answer.

Order Collect in branch
Monday-Thursday Next day

4 Before p.m. 10 a.m.
Friday-Saturday Tuesday

6 10 a.m.

Home delivery

Next day
5

p.m.

Tuesday

7 p-m.

95



Questions 8-10
Choose the correct letter, A, Bor C.

8 The bank will buy back unused traveller's cheques
A free of charge.
B for a small fee.

C if they are returned in good condition.

9 Sandra does not want Euros because she
A already has some.
B will be given some.

C will be buying some at the airport.

10 On Tuesday Sandra will
A collect the cheques from the branch.
B be at work.

C sign for the cheques at home.
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SECTION 2 Questions 11-20

Question 11
Choose the correct letter, A, B or C.

11 NUS extra cards
A are offered free to all students.
B are recognised internationally.

C give you a year’'s-worth of discounts.

Questions 12-15
Complete the notes below.

Write NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS AND/OR A NUMBER for each answer.

Studeat Railcarnde
For young people between 16 and 25

Mature students 25+ studying 12

Get 13 train fares in the UK
Discounts for theatre tickets and 14

1 year £28

3 years 15

e
23
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Questions 16-17

Choose TWO (etters, A-E.

Local bus operators offer bus passes
especially for students.

for various lengths of time.

A
B
C that are cheaper the longer the period.
D for use only for commuting.

E

that can be used by your friends.

SN T25 VI T

Write the correct letter, A, B or C, next to questions 18-20.
Which places are useful for the following?

A Household items
B Vintage clothes
C Second-hand textbooks

18 The university campus
19 Charity shops

20 Car boot sales
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SECTION 3 Questions 21-30 §

Questions 21-25 Ul.E’lH.IUbIE'In

Complete the notes below.

Write NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS AND/OR A NUMBER for your answer.

Term starts 15" September
Release timetables 15" September
Release 21 14" October

All assignments online by 22

Release grades for first assignment 23

Release 24 for Belgium trip 29" October
Belgium trip | 25
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Questions 26-30

Choose the correct letter, A, B or C.

26 The college is trying to
A significantly reduce the amount of paper it uses.
B be careful about the amount of documents it produces.

C discover why students keep losing their work.

27 According to the text, students at the college
A are not allowed to print documents.
B have restrictions on how many pages they can print.

C have to pay to do any printing.

28 The college
A has permission to reproduce the quizzes.
B wants the students to give them feedback about the quizzes.

C thinks the online quizzes are more effective than the paper ones.

29 The tutor explains that
A the quizzes are easy to find on the intranet.
B the quizzes will be online for a few weeks only.

C the majority of the quizzes are online.

30 The online quiz system
A occasionally doesn’t work.
B keeps the quiz results confidential.

C allows tutors to identify areas where the students may be having difficulties.
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SECTION 4 Questions 31-40 £
25

Questions 31-34

Complete the sentences below.

Write NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS for each answer.

31 times are less common within the family.

32 We may eat more than we need due to our

33 Eating habits can be affected by both emotions.

34 People who are are more likely to eat more due to negative emotions.

Questions 35-39

Answer the questions below.

Which type of hunger relates to the points below?

Write E for emotional hunger. Write p for physical hunger.

35
36
37
38
39

Experiences a sudden urge to eat

Hungers for any type of food

Needs to satisfy the hunger as soon as possible
Will stop eating once full

Will feel no sense of guilt after eating

Question 40

Choose the correct letter, A, B or C.

40

People suffering from obesity can be helped by

A taking the pressure off them about feeling guilty.

B understanding why they have negative feelings.

C pinpointing stressful moments that can cause emotional hunger.
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READING PASSAGE 1 irlanguage

You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 1-16, which are based on Reading
Passage 1 below.

Raining Ice

In May 2012, disaster struck a mountainous region of
China’s Gansu province. 40 people were killed and
29,300 people evacuated when a brief but extremely
violent hailstone storm swept across Min County.
Houses collapsed, roads were blocked and crops were
destroyed. The extreme weather also affected the power
supply and communications in the region. When you
consider that hailstones can reach sizeable proportions,
the damage they can cause is understandable. The
world’s largest hailstone was found after a storm in South
Dakota and measured 20.5 cm in diameter with a 47 cm circumference — this was after melting
caused it to lose 5 cm from its original size. Apart from China and the US, other parts of the
world that frequently suffer from hailstorm damage include Russia, India and northern lItaly.

Hail is a form of solid precipitation created within cumulonimbus clouds. Cumulonimbus clouds
are caused by heating from below and cooling from above. As the earth is heated during the
day by the sun, air close to the ground becomes warmer. Hot air is less dense than cold air
and therefore lighter so it rises and, as it does so, it becomes cooler. The warm air reaches a
cold point called the condensation level where the water vapor condenses and turns back to

a liquid form. As the warm air rises to the condensation level, it becomes less able to keep its
moisture and condenses into large clouds, which are often called thunderheads. The process of
condensation releases heat into the surrounding air making the air rise even faster and release
more moisture. These huge clouds are complex systems in their own right, containing large
amounts of energy resulting in updrafts and downdrafts — vertical winds that can reach speeds
over 176 km per hour and help in the formation of hail.

Hail grows in the thunderhead’s main updraft where most of the cloud is ‘supercooled’ water:
water that is still liquid even though its temperature is below 0°C. This water will stay in liquid
form until it encounters something on which to freeze. There are other particles within the
cloud — small frozen raindrops or soft ice particles — called graupel. When the supercooled
water hits the graupel, it freezes around it, creating a hailstone. However, this is just the start of
the hailstone’s journey. A hailstone’s eventual size depends upon the intensity of the storm in
which it is born. To form a golf ball-sized hailstone requires over ten billion supercooled drops
of water and a time span of between five and 10 minutes. This accumulation of additional ice
is a process called accretion and takes place in areas of the cloud rich in supercooled water.
Accretion takes place in two ways, resulting in two distinguishable kinds of hailstone. In the
first process, strong updrafts, which lift the top of the cloud into part of the atmosphere known
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as the troposphere, take the hailstone through the supercooled layer where it accretes ice,
making it heavy enough to fall back through the cloud. On falling, it encounters other strong
updrafts, which take it back though the supercooled layer where it grows and falls again. An
updraft of 35-55 km per hour will form small hailstones; hailstones that are 5 cm in diameter
require updrafts of 88 kph and hailstones that are 12 cm in diameter need updrafts of 160 kph to
grow. The other process involves the hailstone falling slowly through a layer of the cloud rich in
supercooled water.

The first process results in hailstones with concentric layers usually alternating between clear
and cloudy ice, indicating how it was produced. The opaque layer forms when supercooled
water drops freeze quickly onto the growing hailstone and trap tiny air bubbles inside the ice
giving it a milky appearance. The next layer — the transparent layer — forms when larger drops
of supercooled liquid water hit the hailstone. Here the freezing process is slower, allowing air
bubbles to escape and clear ice to form. Hailstones showing little of this layering may have
been subject to the second process of formation. Instead of being pushed up through the
cumulonimbus by updrafts and pulled back through by gravity several times, these hailstones
simply fall slowly through the cloud gathering mass as they drop.

The interior of a cumulonimbus cloud is a place of extreme violence. As the hailstones rise and
fall, they collide with each other. The result of this can be their breaking up or the formation

of large irregular shaped hailstones. Hailstones are categorised according to their size. The
Tornado and Storm Research Organisation classifies hailstorms according to their destructive
power, ranging from HO — hard hail composed of hailstones of 5 mm in diameter, which do not
cause damage — through H5 storms, destructive enough to damage glass, roofs and injure
people, to the most severe — H10 or ‘super hailstorms’, which cause extensive structural damage
and can fatally injure people caught out in the open.

The rate at which they fall varies but can be faster than 160 kph for larger hailstones as they
become too heavy for the updraft to support or if a downdraft catches them and blows them
violently back to earth. It is estimated that between 40 and 70% of hailstones never reach the
earth, melting instead inside the cloud, colliding with and smashing into smaller pieces on their
way through the air, or melting in the atmosphere to fall as rain.
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Questions 1-8

Do the following statements agree with the information given in Reading Passage 17
Write

TRUE if the statement agrees with the information
FALSE if the statement contradicts the information
NOT GIVEN if there is no information on this

Hailstone storms last a long time and cause considerable damage.
The world’s largest hailstone had lost volume before it was found.

Cumulonimbus clouds hold significant quantities of energy.

S WN =

Cumulonimbus clouds are called ‘thunderheads’ because they are the cause of thunder and
lightening storms.

Water always turns to ice when it is under 0°C.
A slow freezing rate creates clear ice.

Hailstones are classified according to their destructive power.

® 3 o0 U

Many hailstones stay within the cloud and do not reach the ground.
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Questions 9-16
Label the diagram below using words from the box.

Write the correct letter, A-H, in spaces 9-16.

graupel

updraft

condensation level

accretion

heat released into atmosphere
downdraft

warm air

I o6 mMmm o O @ >

supercooled area

The formation of hailstones in a cloud

9
| __
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1
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READING PASSAGE 2

You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 17-27, which are based on Reading
Passage 2 below.

Twisted Light

A Why is your mobile phone or wireless signal so slow? If you ask your service provider, they’ll tell
you that it’s the bandwidth. We’re running out of signal space on the wireless spectrum. All wireless
communications travel through radio or optical frequencies: your TV or radio programmes, your GPS
device that helps you find your way, your mobile and smartphone, laptop and wirelessly connected
PC. The demands from users and industry on a limited resource, the wireless spectrum, are growing
daily and are closely regulated. The reason is that two users cannot use the same signal: think about
radio stations, which have to operate on different frequencies otherwise they cause interference with
each other. Likewise mobile phone operators cannot transit over the same frequency in the same
market at the same time. Government-controlled agencies grant licences to use the wireless spectrum
but if a wireless company wants to add more spectrum to its service to boost its capacity, it’s likely
to be disappointed as there isn’t much more available. What is needed is a way of pushing more data
through the same amount of bandwidth.

B Now scientists may have found a way of manipulating light waves to carry more information:
potentially enough for users to be able to download a film onto a smartphone in a single second. By
twisting light waves, scientists could possibly transmit data at speeds of 2.56 terrabits per second:
that’s 85,000 times faster than the 30 megabits per second currently possible. To put it another way,
this is the same as transmitting 70 DV Ds through the air in about a second. Researchers based in
America, China, Israel and Pakistan have built on previous research from Sweden, which negates
the need for more bandwidth by making better use of the spectrum. The basis of the research is to
manipulate the properties of light.

C One property of light is wavelength: lasers, radio waves, microwaves are simply different
wavelengths of light. Light is made up of photons and photons have two other properties that define
a beam of light: spin angular momentum and orbital angular momentum. A good way of thinking
about how photons travel is to think of the orbit of a planet: it spins around on its axis (spin angular
momentum), and at the same time the planet is also revolving around the sun (orbital angular
momentum). The latter force means that light can be twisted around its axis of travel to take the shape
of a spiral or a corkscrew. At the centre of the spiral the light waves cancel each other out, leaving
darkness in the middle, called an optical vortex. When light travels, it is formed into a spiral shape
and it can be manipulated. There are infinite possibilities for ways in which the photon can be made
to spiral: clockwise, counterclockwise, tight spirals or loose ones. Each of these spiral states can be
uniquely identified but, more importantly for wireless communication, the spirals can be wrapped up
within each other — or multiplexed — into a single beam. The beam can be transmitted and unwound
at the receiving end to get the data streams back out again, essentially doubling or trebling or even
quadrupling the bandwidth.
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Test 4: Reading

Scientists have been twisting light since the 1970s, and the spin angular momentum of waves is
already manipulated in standard wireless communication. For years, Bo Thide of the Swedish
Institute of Space Physics theorised that the orbital angular momentum could be used to create
the spiral signal or as Thide calls it a ‘radio vortex’. Then in an experiment in Venice, his team
transmitted two signals simultaneously on the same frequency over a distance of 442 metres.
Following on from this, researchers in America, China, Israel and Pakistan, led by Alan Wilner,
twisted together eight light data streams, each stream with its own level of orbital angular
momentum twist. One of the streams was transmitted as a thin stream while the others were
transmitted around the outside. The data beam was then sent to a receiver and untwisted to
recover the data.

The achievement is very exciting for developers of wireless network technology as the useful
spectrum of frequencies is largely used up. The orbital angular momentum model would allow for
an infinite number of data transmissons without taking up any more of the spectrum. There is a
problem, however: researchers can only transmit the data stream one metre, which is an insignificant
distance for communication purposes. The short transmission range is due to turbulence in the
atmosphere, which disrupts the signal as the light hits air molecules. But the scientists are planning
to be able to send the beam considerably further. One idea is to create links every kilometre

to extend the network. Another is to build high-speed satellite communication links where the
atmospheric problems would not affect the signal. Another possibility is to adapt the technology for
fibre-optic use, the way data is currently transmitted over the Internet. Unfortunately, at this point
standard fibre-optic cables are not capable of carrying multichannel signals and fibre-optic cables
that can carry the signal experience problems of interference between channels as they carry data
with high bit-rates.

Nevertheless, exploiting the orbital angular momentum gives scientists options that could lead to
significant increases in data transfer; even a modest increase in the existing data transfer rate is
worthwhile. Furthermore, very often technology is pulled along by innovative research so a novel
solution to carrying the data-rich signal may not be far behind.
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Questions 17-22 lflnnqunqe

Reading Passage 2 has six paragraphs, A-F.
Which paragraphs contain the following information?
Write the correct letter, A-F, next to Questions 17-22.

17 changing light waves to increase capacity

18 a practical demonstration of the new technology

19 use of the wireless spectrum needing to be monitored closely

20 overcoming the problem of the short range of the new signal

21 improvements in data transmission possibly leading to technological breakthroughs

22 the prospect of saving people a lot of time

Questions 23-27
Complete the summary using the list of words, A-I, below.
Write the correct letter, A-1, in spaces 23-27.

Researchers are looking for away of usingthe23 — more efficiently. One option

is to transmit signals that are twisted into24 —_, and wrapping them together, or
25____ them. This is still problematic on earthdueto26 — but scientists hope
that27 — cable technology will catch up with the research breakthrough.

bandwidth

atmospheric interference
fibre-optic

light waves

multiplexing

wireless spectrum

spirals

I &G Mmoo O W P>

data streams

novel
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READING PASSAGE 3

Test 4: Reading

You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 28-40, which are based on Reading

Passage 3 below.

Sinking Cities

Looking across the Bund towards Pudong
across the Huangpu River in Shanghai,

you will see an array of modern world-

beating skyscrapers. In contrast, behind

you are the magnificent buildings from the
nineteenth century. Standing on the high
tourist promenade that runs the length of the
waterfront, you may also notice that the level
of the river is quite a bit higher than that of

the buildings on the Bund. It isn’t because the
river has risen higher than usual due to rainfall;
no — Shanghai is sinking. It is an unfortunate
problem that Shanghai shares with several
other major financial and industrial centres and
it is caused by factors most of the cities have
in common. Included in the list are New York,
Bangkok, Houston and Mexico City, all either
built on shaky foundations or low-lying land that
is now threatened by rising sea levels.

New York and Bangkok are victims of bad

luck. The effect of global warming on the sea
levels means that these cities may drown in the
oceans that brought them such importance and
prosperity. Scientists believe that sea levels in
the New York area are expected to rise about
twice as quickly as in the rest of the world. The
position of the city — situated where the Hudson
River flows into the Atlantic Ocean — already
puts America’s most densely populated city

at a higher risk of flooding. But the impact of
tropical storms and rising tides poses more
dangers than just flooding. Beaches in the area
will be swept away followed by the surrounding
wetlands eventually becoming part of the

sea; surrounding river estuaries will see an
increase in the salt levels in the fresh water. All
of this will affect the ecosystems in New York’s
immediate area and damage developments
along the coast. Bangkok too will fall victim to
rising sea levels. Also situated on swamplands

next to a river, the Chao Phraya, the city

is about 50 kilometres north of the Gulf of
Thailand. The city is likely to face increasingly
severe tropical storms crossing from the Bay
as well as threats from coastal erosion and
shifting clay soil. It seems unlikely that Bangkok
will save itself from drowning under the waters
of the Pacific, which are predicted to rise by
between 19 and 29 cm by 2050.

Other cities are sinking due to bad planning
rather than bad luck. The fourth largest city in
America is Houston but it has been built on
shaky foundations — and these are now giving
way. Houston was literally built on a foundation
of sand up to several kilometres deep and
loosely packed clay from river deposits formed
from the erosion of the Rocky Mountains. In
addition to poor foundation materials, Houston
has an estimated 300 fault lines running
through it. Using GPS data from 24 measuring
points throughout the country between 1995
to 2005 a research team were able to monitor
the area of subsidence and found an area of
Houston measuring 30 kilometres squared
was sinking very fast — up to 5 centimetres
per year. The reason for the subsidence is
quite straightforward: the withdrawal of water
from deep beneath the surface. Areas of
Houston where water extraction has been
stopped have stopped sinking. Similarly, parts
of Mexico City are subsiding rapidly due to
poor foundations — some areas of the city

are sinking up to 20 centimetres a year. The
city is built on a dry lake bed in the valley of
Mexico, and the council has condemned fifty
structures since 2006 because of leaning, and
approximately 5,000 homes and buildings

are unstable. Some of the heaviest buildings,
like the Palace of Fine Arts, have sunk more
than three metres over the past one hundred
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years and its original ground floor is now the
basement. Again the reason is the depletion

of the water reserve lying under the city. But in
this case there is a complicating factor: a vast
complex of drains was built under the city to
protect it from flooding by water running from
the surrounding mountains. As the city sinks,
so do the drains and the wastewater they were
supposed to carry away is finding its way back
to the city. And it's not only water mains and
drains that have been affected; as the city sinks
the subway network is subsiding with it.

Back in Shanghai, the same problem is causing
the city of 13 million people and ultra-modern
skyline to sink beneath the waterline of the
Huang Pu River. Originally a small fishing
village built on swamplands surrounding

Questions 28-35

Complete the table below.

the mouth of the Yangtze River, Shanghai’s
population has swollen to around 13 million
people. The expansion has been sustained

by taking water from wells drilled into the
aquifer under the city and by constructing
massive skyscrapers. According to China
Central Television, Shanghai has sunk up to
three metres since the early 1990s mainly due
to depletion of underground water but also
because of the weight of high-rise buildings
situated on areas with soft soil. As a partial
solution to the problem, Shanghai is trying

to reverse the sinking by pumping 5.2 billion
gallons of water a year into the water table with
some success — so far the city has risen by
almost 11.5 cm.

Choose NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS from the passage for each answer.

Write your answers in spaces 28-35.

where the Hudson meets

the effect of

New York increased chance of
the Atlantic 28 and 29
rising tides
Bangkok on swamps near the Gulf of | increasingly damaging storms, | a rise in the level of the
Thailand 30 and Pacific of up to
moving soil 31
by 2050
Mexico City ona32 using up the wastewater drains and
that has dried out 33 subway affected
beneath the city
Shanghai on wetlands around the wells drilled into aquifer and sunk up to 3 metres
34 of building 35
the Yangtze River
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Questions 36-40

Choose the correct letter, A, B, C or D.

Test 4: Reading

36 The thing that may strike you when you are standing on Shanghai’s tourist promenade is

37

38

39

40

A

B
c
D

the contrasting styles of the buildings.
its height.
that the river is higher than the buildings behind the promenade.

that it runs the length of the waterfront.

Which of the following is NOT a predicted effect on New York?

A

B
c
D

wetlands becoming part of the ocean
beaches being lost
developments along the coastline

the increasing saltiness of river mouths

Houston has been built on

A

B
c
D

shallow sand.
material from the Rocky Mountains.
volcanic fault lines.

accurate GPS measurements.

The sinking in Houston

A
B
C
D

affects the whole city equally.
is due to water use and the weight of the buildings.
has completely stopped.

was measured using historical data.

Which of the following is NOT true of Mexico City’s drains?

o O W

They were built to defend the city from flooding.
They run back to the surrounding mountains.

They are sinking with the city.

They are carrying wastewater back to the city instead of away from it.

I
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WRITING TASK 1 oWilplyUieap

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

The tables below show people’s reasons for giving up smoking, and when they
intend to give up.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and
make comparisons where relevant.

Write at least 150 words.

20+ 10-19 Fewer than 10| Total

% % % %
Better for health in general 64 73 74 71
Less risk of getting smoking-related illnesses 27 28 21 25
Present health problems 19 10 10 12
Financial considerations 31 36 25 31
Family pressure 14 13 20 16

20+ 10-19 Fewer than 10| Total

% % % %
Within the next month 8 9 21 12
Within the next 6 months 26 32 46 35
Within the next year 22 23 18 21
Total that intend to give up 60 73 79 71
Do not intend to give up 40 27 21 29
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Test 4: Writing
WRITING TASK 2

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. iflnnqunqe

Write about the following topic:

3 A
Many young people choose to take a year out between finishing school

and starting university in-order to gain work experience or to travel. The
experience of non-academic life this offers benefits the individual when they
return to education.

To what extent do you agree or disagree? )

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your knowledge
or experience

Write at least 250 words.
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PART 1: Introduction and interview

Listen to Track 26, pressing pause after each question to answer.

(]
PART 2: Individual long turn l .

Before you read the task card, listen to Track 27.

Describe a place you would like to live.

You should say:
where this place is
whether you have been there before

what it is like

and explain what it is about this place that you find so appealing.

PART 3: Two-way discussion

Listen to Track 28, pressing pause after each question to answer.
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General Training Test A

SECTION 1

Read the text below and answer Questions 1-7.

Questions 1-13

Carnival Events Guide

A e Sy

; Crazy Colin
)
)

Children’s Entertainer

¢ will be appearing around the Carnival site !

\ 9.00-12.00. Free balloon for children and
) adults. Try balloon modelling and stilt

{ walking! Colin’s assistant Kathy will also
) be available for face-painting.

:
s
(

(

N N

N N N N N N N N N N N N N o

The Carnival Committee

invite you for tea and coffee at the
main tent. Browse our second-hand
book stalls and buy some of our
beautiful homemade cakes and
biscuits.

Open throughout the Carnival:

9.00 a.m. Close: 4.00 p.m.

50p Entrance Fee

oWiplybieapy

Punch and Judy Show

i The Carnival would like to welcome
: back Punch and Judy after a

. three-year absence. Come and see
: everyone's favourite puppets.

: Free entry but please feel free to

- make a donation.

: Shows at 1 p.m., 2.30 p.m. and

e e e e e

8

Carnival Procession

This year the theme of our procession
is ‘fashion through the ages’.

Watch children and adults from the
local community model clothes from
different periods throughout history.
The procession sets off from St
Bartholomew’s Church at 12.30 p.m.
and arrives at the main Carnival
gates at lunchtime (approximately
1.00-1.30 p.m.).
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Questions 1-7

Look at the advertisements for events A, B, C and D, on the previous page.

For which event are the following statements true?

Write the correct letter, A, B, C or D, next to Questions 1-7.

NB You may use any letter more than once.
Example Answer
People from the community take part D

i nvites people to make a donation
Charges for the service

Appears in the morning only

Is returning to the Carnival after a break
Offers free gifts

Appears at the Carnival at lunchtime only

N o g WN

Is available all day

Practice Tests for IELTS

irlanguage



General Training Test A: Reading

Read the text below and answer Questions 8-13.

Dear Sir
Re: Your Physiotherapy Appointment

Following our telephone conversation, this is to confirm that an
appointment has been made for you at our Physiotherapy Unit with Sam
Major at the following time:

Saturday June 14 10.30 a.m.

Physiotherapy Unit
Stowerbridge Hospital
Lower Lane
Stowerbridge

Please report to the main reception on arrival. If you are unable to attend
please phone 0543 1146 to arrange a new appointment. Patients who fail
to notify us may be disqualified from further treatment.

You will be required to carry out some light exercise during your
treatment. Please wear loose clothing. You should also avoid eating a
heavy meal prior to your appointment.

Please bring a list of all current medication when you attend.

On completion of your treatment please report again to reception to
arrange any future sessions and to be signed out of the Physiotherapy
Unit.

Parking is available at the hospital. Charges apply except for patients in
receipt of benefits [pension, unemployment etc). To claim free parking

please supply relevant documents at the reception desk.

We look forward to seeing you at your appointment.

Physiotherapy unit
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Questions 8-13 ul.’:"I-!.'Ul'IEI”

Look at the letter relating to a physiotherapy appointment on the previous page.

Do the following statements agree with the information given in the text? Write

TRUE if the statement agrees with the information

FALSE if the statement contradicts the information

NOT GIVEN if there is no infarmation on this
! Example Answer \
I The clinic has been in communication with the patient before TRUE ‘
|

8 Patients must go to the reception when they arrive.

9 Patients may be fined for not keeping an appointment.
10 Itis possible to arrange an alternative appointment if necessary.
11 Patients should bring with them all medicines they are currently taking.
12 There is a limit to the number of sessions available.

13 All patients must pay for parking.
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General Training Test A: Reading

SECTION 2 Questions 14-26

Read the text below and answer Questions 14-20.

[ ]
Terms of membership - Clarenden Engineering employees IflﬂthQqG

Sports Centre

We offer three levels of membership to Clarenden Engineering employees - Platinum,
Gold and Silver. The level of membership will determine when you are able to use the
facilities. Please refer to the brochure available from reception for further details.

Discounts are only available to those employed with Clarenden Engineering. Applicants
must show evidence of their employment with the company.

Subscriptions must be paid in advance. This can be in full or by monthly direct debit.
Please note that membership is for the period of one year. Refunds will only be made
under special circumstances. Should you cancel your membership, cards must be
returned immediately.

All new members are required to undertake an induction session during which use of the
equipment and facilities is explained. Non-attendance at an induction session will result
in you being refused entry to the facilities. The centre reserves the right to withdraw
membership from, and take appropriate action against, any person found to have wilfully
misused the equipment or facilities within the centre.

Squash and badminton courts must be booked in advance. Bookings can be made up

to 7 days in advance by calling 0773 2139 or in person at reception. In order to ensure
optimum use of our facilities, members must inform the centre if they do not intend to
keep an appointment. Failure to notify us can result in staff refusing to make further
reservations. The gymnasium and swimming pool can be used without the need to book
a session.

Members will not be given access to the facilities without the presentation of a valid
membership card.

Please note that we cannot be held responsible for any personal injury you may suffer
whilst using our facilities. Should you believe you have an existing medical condition that
may be affected by the use of our facilities, we strongly recommend you seek medical
advice before using the centre.
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Questions 14-20

Look at the text on the previous page.

Do the following statements agree with the information given in the text? Write

14
15
16
17
18
19
20

TRUE if the statement agrees with the information
FALSE if the statement contradicts the information
NOT GIVEN if there is no information on this

All members are free to use the centre whenever they wish.
Membership is only available to employees at the company.

Membership fees are paid in advance.

Induction sessions are not compulsory.
Members must pay for any damage they cause to the equipment.
Members must reserve a court if they want to play squash or badminton.

Employees with a medical condition should ask the centre for medical advice.

Practice Tests for IELTS



Qu

The text below has seven sections, A-G.

estions 21-26

General Training Test A: Reading

pWiplybieap

Choose the correct heading for sections B-G from the list of headings below.

Write the correct number, i-ix, next to Questions 21-26.

vi
vi
vi

ix

List of Headings

Our guarantee to you

The application process

A wide choice

Having friends to stay

On arrival

A warm welcome from Melborough
i Sources of information
ii Meeting our representatives

Family applicants

Example Answer
Section A vi

21
22
23
24
25
26

Section B
Section C
Section D
Section E
Section F

Section G
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A home from home at Melborough University!

A Our relationship with Bechamp Logistics has

been a long and fruitful one and we continue
to welcome its employees to Melborough
University for an education that is second to
none. Whether you are about to start a full-
time MBA or joining one of our part-time
courses, we look forward to welcoming you to
the university. We appreciate how important it
is that you quickly and easily find somewhere
to live during your time here. This leaflet will
outline how we work with you to choose the
right accommodation.

Obtaining suitable accommodation is a

priority for those who are leaving their friends,
colleagues and family to spend a period of time
away from home. For this reason we promise
that all Bechamp Logistics employees who have
been accepted on a course with us will receive
help with accommodation should they need it.

If you are planning on relocating during your
studies or just renting during the week, we
recommend you live on campus as experience
has shown this will help you settle into your
studies more quickly. We have economy
single rooms in our halls of residence, or for
those looking for a little more luxury we have
Soho House, our dedicated hall for company-
sponsored students. Should you prefer to live
off campus we can offer you a single-room
apartment or rooms in a shared house in the
city centre or suburbs.

D To help you make your choice you will find

extensive information on our website with
detailed descriptions of all our accommodation
including photos and video tours of rooms

and halls. You will also find a full price list for
the various accommodation types. For people
who are able to visit the university before

the application deadline, you are welcome to
contact our accommodation office for help
with viewing places.

Students with dependent children can apply
for accommodation in any of our dedicated
family-friendly halls. There are limited spaces
available and you will need to contact us
quickly to be sure of obtaining a place on
campus. Should these not be available we are
always able to help with accommodation off
campus. You should go through the application
process as usual and be sure to complete the
section marked ‘dependents’. This will alert
our staff to your requirements so they can
prioritise your application.

Once you have been offered a place at the
university you are advised to apply for
accommodation immediately. All applications
are made online. Once we have received your
application we will arrange a time for you to be
called by our accommodation office where we
will talk to you about your options. Following
this conversation, we will either reserve your
campus accommodation or represent you should
you be looking for a place to live off campus

in private accommodation. You will receive
written confirmation of your residence no later
than two weeks before the start of term.

Our accommodation office will be pleased to
answer any questions you may have when you
arrive at university. Before handing over the
keys we ask you to sign a contract outlining
your responsibilities. Please note that included
in these terms is a commitment to pay for your
accommodation for the full academic year.

Please visit the accommodation section of our website for further details.
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General Training Test A: Reading

SECTION 3 Questions 27-40

Questions 27-34
The text below has eight paragraphs, A-H.
Choose the correct heading for sections A-H from the list of headings below.

Write the correct number, i-x, next to Questions 27-34.

List of Headings

Surprising navigational achievements
ii Inconsistent data
iii  Setting up the experiment
iv. The bees in action
v Theories rejected
vi Achievements explained
vii Can larger brained creatures achieve the same?
viii The challenge for previous researchers
ix Beesversus computers

x  The bees’ natural environment

27 Paragraph A
28 Paragraph B
29 ParagraphC
30 Paragraph D
31 Paragraph E
32 Paragraph F
33 Paragraph G
34 Paragraph H
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A Bumblebees are

Understanding the Flight of the Bumblebee

remarkable navigators.
While their flight paths
may look scattered

to the casual eye, all
that buzzing about is
anything but random.
Like the travelling
salesman in the
famous mathematical
problem of how to
take the shortest path along multiple stops,
bumblebees quickly find efficient routes

amang Aowere And anca thay ind a2 onnd
aluuus THUWOLLID. Miiu VUliIve lllby 11i1iu a SUUU

route, they stick to it. The same goes for
other animals, from hummingbirds to bats

to primates, that depend on patchy resources
such as nectar and fruit. Perhaps this is

not such a surprising feat for animals with
relatively high brain power. But how do
bumblebees, with their tiny brains, manage it?
As new research in this issue of PLOS Biology
by Lars Chittka and colleagues shows, a
simple strategy may be enough for a real-
world solution to this complex problem.

For computers, solving the travelling salesman
problem means methodically calculating

and comparing the lengths of all possible
routes. But such an exhaustive approach isn’t
feasible in practice, and indeed animals can
find a near-optimal foraging route, or trapline,
without trying them all. Determining exactly
how they do this, however, has been stymied
by the difficulties of tracking animals as they
forage in the wild. Chittka and colleagues got
around this problem by tracking bumblebees
(Bombus terrestris) on five artificial flowers
set in a mown pasture. The “flowers™ had
landing platforms with drops of sucrose in the
middle, and were fitted with motion-triggered
webcams.

~ To keep the bees’ focus on the artificial flowers,
the experiments were done in October, when
natural sources of nectar and pollen were

Practice Tests for IELTS

scarce. To make the bees want to
find all five flowers, each sucrose
drop was only enough to fill one-
fifth of a bumblebee’s crop. And
to keep the bees from finding one
foraging site from another visually,
the flowers were arranged in a
pentagon that was 50 m on each
side, which is more than three
times farther than bumblebees
can see.

The researchers released bees individually
from a nest box that was about 60 m from

the nearest flower, and used the webcams

to track the sequence of flower visits during
consecutive foraging bouts. The bees found

the closest flowers first and added new flowers
during subsequent bouts. With experience,

they repeated segments of the visitation
sequence that shortened the overall route while
abandoning those that did not. Traplines linking
all five flowers in a short route were established
after an average of 26 foraging bouts, which
entailed trying only about 20 of the 120
possible routes.

In addition, the researchers fitted five bees
with transponders and tracked them with radar
as they developed traplines. This revealed

that flight paths between trapline segments
were relatively straight and that, between
their first and last bouts, bees cut their total
travel distance by 80% (from 1,953 to 458

m). In contrast to computers, bees did not find
the absolute shortest route of 312 m even in
this simple experimental arrangement. But
they came very close, which is remarkable
considering that they explored only a small
fraction of the possible routes, and established
traplines relatively rapidly. This tradeoff
between perfection and speed highlights

the differences between mathematical and
biological solutions to the travelling salesman
problem.



F How do bees develop such efficient routes

so fast? The researchers assessed three
possibilities: that bees optimize foraging routes
by visiting flowers in the order of discovery, by
shuffling them randomly, or by visiting those
that are closest together. But they found that the
first two failed to fit their observations while the
third did not fully explain them.

Rather, the researchers propose that bees
optimize foraging routes by combining
exploration with learning from previous bouts,
which enables the bees to adjust their routes
as they find shorter paths. Based on the bees’
movements during trapline establishment,

the researchers developed a model linking
experience to the likelihood of visiting
particular flowers. Bees are well known to

be able to compute and memorize distances
between locations, and the model assumes that

General Training Test A: Reading

they remember the length of the shortest route
so far, compare it to the length of the current
route, and then choose the shorter of the two.
Over time, choosing the more efficient route
favours shorter segments over longer ones.
The model is a good fit with the researchers’
observations, predicting, for example, that
bees will develop and stick to optimal routes in
20-25 bouts.

Besides shedding light on how bees develop
traplines, this work suggests that small-brained
animals can use simple methods to solve
complex routing problems without the need for
cognitive maps of spatial relationships, as has
been suggested. It remains to be seen whether
big-brained animals can also develop traplines
with such elementary tools. But if so, that
would free up their brain power for other tasks.
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Questions 35-40

Choose the correct letter, A, B, Cor D.

35 What does the writer say about bumble bees?
A They have similar levels of intelligence to other nectar-eating creatures.
B Their method for finding the shortest route isn't obvious to the casual observer.
C They compete with other creatures for a scarce resource.
D Their ability to find the shortest route isn’t surprising.

36 What does the writer tell us about how these creatures find the quickest route between
sources of food?

A They would exhaust themselves if they carried out the process like a computer.

B They calculate the length of all possible routes.

C Itis impossible to track their methods in the wild.

D They are able to estimate one of the shortest routes without testing all possible options.

37 The experiment entailed
A attempting to control the bees” movements.
B the bees collecting one-fifth of a day’s food.
C discovering the role that sight plays in finding the best route.
D picking a time when there was plenty of nectar.

38 The experiment showed that the bees
A found the shortest route on their first flight.
B went to the nearest flowers first.
C tested 120 possible options.
D abandoned flowers that didn't have nectar.

39 The writer thinks that
A the bees aren't as efficient as computers at finding the shortest route.
B the experiment was too simple to draw any conclusions.
C there are benefits to be gained for the bees by not exploring every possible route.
D mathematical solutions are superior to solve problems like this.

40 The researchers
A have identified a pattern that the bees will follow on every flight path.
B believe the bees find a short route through a process of trial and error.
C were the first to discover that bees are able to memorise distances between locations.
D are proposing to carry our further research in this area.
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General Training Test A: Writing

WRITING TASK 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

P
A restaurant has placed an advertisement for waiters and waitresses in

your local newspaper.
Write a letter to the restaurant, applying for the job. In the letter
¢ explain what you are currently doing

= describe your suitability for this area of work

e say when you can attend an interview.

Write at least 150 words.
You do NOT need to write any addresses.

Begin your letter as follows:

Dear Sty or Madam,

WRITING TASK 2

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.

Write about the following topic:

-
Many cities around the world have seen an explosion in the number of

supermarkets appearing on the high street and in out-of-town shopping
centres. This development has led to increased choice for the consumer,
ensured prices are kept low and made the shopping experience a lot easier
for busy working families.

To what extent do you agree or disagree?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your knowledge

or experience.
Write at least 250 words.
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General Training Test B

SECTION 1 Questions 1-13

Read the text below and answer Questions 1-6.

Wanor Road Primary School

Dear Parents

It will soon be Literacy Week here at school and as in previous years we
intend to deal with your child’s reading and writing skills in the context of a
motivational theme. And the theme for this year’s literacy week is ‘superheroes’!

During the week your child will carry out a variety of tasks to help them
develop their reading and writing skills. Children will produce artwork, videos,
podcasts, drama performances, pictures, books and DVDs. They will also create
imaginative pieces of writing full of interesting characters and plots. We can’t
wait to see all their work on show in the school reception and main school hall
in the coming weeks. There will also be a competition for which prizes will be
awarded.

What can you do to help? Please get involved with what your child is doing. At
the end of the day ask them what they’ve been involved in and, if you have the
chance, help them with their superhero homework tasks like finding information
on the Internet or from books in the library.

Friday 19" October is ‘Dressing-Up Day’ and your child can come into school
dressed as their favourite superhero.

The week will end with parents being invited into the school hall on Friday 19"
to view the children’s work. Classes end at 3.00 as usual but the school will be
open from 2.00 p.m. and parents will be able to take their child home early if
they wish. '

We look forward to what we think will be a very creative week!

With best regards
Margaret Maclean
Principal
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General Training Test B: Reading
Questions 1-6

Look at the letter to parents on the previous page.

Do the following statements agree with the information given in the text? Write

TRUE if the statement agrees with the information

FALSE if the statement contradicts the information

NOT GIVEN if there is no information on this
Example Answer
This is the first time the school has had a literacy week. FALSE

Children will be able to watch films and go to the theatre.

The school will be putting the children’s work on show.

There will be three prizes for the best work.

Parents should try not to help their child too much with their homework.

The children don’t have to wear school uniform on the final day.

o~ OB WN -

Children must stay in school until 3.00 on Friday 19" October.
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Read the text below and answer Questions 7-13.

Support Away Day

Away Day relies on generous donations from
sympathetic supporters like you to be able

to offer disadvantaged children invaluable
experiences and lifelong memories, doing things
that that are financially out of the reach of their
parents.

How can vour donation help?

= £10 will pay for the cost of petrol for a trip
to London.

«  £20 will pay for the cost of a picnic
for four children on a day out in the
countryside.

«  £50 will pay for the hire of eight uniforms
for a fancy dress party.

= £100 will pay for the cost of a ticket to the
seaside with parents or a guardian.

= £150 will pay for a trip to the theatre at
Christmas for two families of four with
a chance to see the children’s favourite
pantomime characters.

= £500 will buy accommodation at
Disneyland Paris for two children.

Practice Tests for IELTS

Almost £7 out of every £10 we raise comes
from the general public so your contributions are
essential if we are to be able to continue offering
this valued service.

How to donate

Why not set up a direct debit? If you live in the
UK you could make a small monthly or annual
donation.

If you prefer to make a single donation you can
do so using any of the following options:

- Donate by text message — It’s free and
very easy. Just text AWAYDAY and an
amount to 71117111.

= Donate by post — Send a cheque or postal
order to the address at the bottom of this
leaflet.

» To make a donation over the phone by
credit or debit card, please call 03318
463219.

Gift Aid your donation

Add Gift Aid to your donation and help us
benefit even more from your generosity.

For every £1 you give, we are able to claim
25p more from the government. If you
donate by text, watch out for our ‘thank you’
message. We’ll supply a link to a webpage
where you can fill in details to allow us to
claim Gift Aid.



= e

General Training Test B: Reading

Questions 7-13

Look at the leaflet on the previous page.
Complete the notes below.
Write NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS AND/OR A NUMBER for each answer.

The charity enables children to do things that their parents would have difficulty
4

Donations of 8 and 9 will enable the charity to organise

events for the whole family.

Children can go and watch their 10 at the theatre.

70% of donations the charity receives come from 11

People can make a regula-r donation by settingup a 12

If people Gift Aid their donation the charity can get 13 money from the
government.
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SECTION 2 Questions 14-26

Read the text below and answer Questions 14-20.

Expenses Policy yWiplgUieam

All candidates invited for interview at Masons Finance are invited to claim back expenses for
costs that are, by the HM Revenue and Customs definition, WHOLLY, NECESSARILY AND
EXCLUSIVELY incurred during the process of attending the interview.

In general, for candidates travelling from within the UK, expenses covered include those for
travel such as mileage or train tickets. Expenses are paid on the basis of the cost of second-
class rail travel or 25p per mile for car travel. Mileage will be paid up to but not more than the
equivalent cost of second-class rail travel. We request that when travelling by train an off-peak
service is used whenever possible. Candidates can also claim taxi fares to and from Shamfield
Station to the company head office. In exceptional circumstances the company is prepared to
reimburse candidates from the UK requiring hotel accommodation. However, this must be
agreed with our HR department first.

For candidates travelling from overseas, subsistence and hotel costs can be reimbursed

in addition to travel expenses. Candidates should contact our HR department regarding
accommodation as we will pre-book and pay for a room at a local hotel. Please note that

the company will not normally reimburse the costs of accommodation that has been booked
independently by the candidate. As a general guide, candidates travelling from overseas can
claim the cost of an economy airfare. Meals and refreshments consumed during travel can be
claimed to a maximum of £20 per day. In exceptional cases we understand that further nights
of accommodation might be required for candidates travelling from overseas. In such cases
additional expenses may be claimed but only after written agreement has been received from
our HR department.

Candidates must retain all receipts and submit these with the expense report we ask you to
fill in when making a claim. Please note that the company will not reimburse any costs the
candidate incurs in the form of tips paid nor will it pay for fines such as parking tickets or
speeding tickets issued during travel.

If you have a question regarding an expense, please contact your interview contact or our
HR team.
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General Training Test B: Reading

Questions 14-16

Look at the text on the previous page.

Choose THREE letters, A-G.

Which THREE of the following are true?

@ M mooO o>

The company uses an official definition for allowable expenses.

Candidates can claim more than the cost of a second-class ticket if they travel by car.
Candidates should try to avoid travelling at busy times of the day.

The company has special rates with a local taxi firm.

Accommodation expenses for UK candidates are not usually paid.

UK candidates must agree all expenses with HR before travelling.

Candidates must choose a hotel close to the company offices.
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Questions 17-20

Choose the correct letter, A, B, Cor D.

irlanguage

17 Candidates from overseas

A

B

n
v

find travel in the UK expensive.

always need hotel accommodation.

are allowed to claim for more items than candidates from the UK.
should contact HR about travel expenses.

18 Candidates from overseas can claim for food and drinks

-4

o O W

if they were consumed in a hotel.
up to the value of £20 in total.
for more than one day.

on the outward journey only.

19 The company believe that candidates from overseas

A

sometimes need accommodation for more than one night.
should avoid booking additional nights” accommodation.
may find it difficult to reach agreement for expenses.

are likely to need accommodation for several nights.

20 When claiming expenses candidates should

w

o O

include any additional expenses such as fines incurred during the trip.
notify HR about motoring offences.

report to the HR department on arrival.

supply evidence of things they have purchased.
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General Training Test B: Reading

Questions 21-26

The text below has seven paragraphs, A-G.
Choose the correct heading for sections B-G from the list of headings below.

Write the correct number, i-ix, next to Questions 21-26.

List of Headings
i Help improve our working practices
ii Become an ambassador
iii How to get involved
iv Get to know your colleagues
v No need to work up a sweat
vi The equipment you need
vii Discover our fascinating town
viii A time to suit everyone

ix Get back to nature

Example Answer
Paragraph A v

21 Paragraph B
22 Paragraph C
23 Paragraph D
24 Paragraph E
25 Paragraph F
26 Paragraph G
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Fauzi jumped at the opportunity, because he would be able to see, learn and recreate many of the
historical patterns used in wood-carving.

The patterns used on many Minangkabau wood carvings are believed by anthropologists to have
been adapted from stone carvings found scattered about the Anai Valley. The original settlers of
the valley, probably Hindus, believed strongly in ancestral and natural spirits, and portrayed these
beliefs on the stones. Other patterns came from the artistic interpretation of the carvers as they
observed the local flora and fauna. The designs taken from nature, such as the bamboo shoot, fern
tendrils and sirih leaf, have been passed down from generation to generation, and have symbolic
social and cultural meanings for the Minangkabau.

The early inhabitants arrived in elaborately carved boats, so it was to be expected that they would
also carve their houses, and indeed the gables on each end of the roof are decorated with intricately
carved wood panels. On these panels adorning the inside walls of their traditional houses, the
bamboo-shoot motif is usually placed on the border and is representative of the three male leaders
in the Minangkabau culture: the clan chief, the religious leader and the intellectual leader. The fern
tendril is thought to represent man as the Father and Uncle, symbolically signifying flexibility to
turn inward and outward in dealing with the family unit. The sirih leaf is symbolic of male fertility.
The traditional colours painted on the wood carvings of Minangkabau houses also have significance
in the culture: red symbolizes life, black stands for independence and yellow for wisdom.

The Minangkabau can be proud of their past and look forward to new generations of master
craftsmen following in the footsteps of present-day masters. Bapak Fauzi and his fellow carvers
now have the responsibility to pass on to the younger generation the traditions and skills they were
taught by their elders.

Questions 27-32

Look at the article on the previous pages.

Do the following statements agree with the information given in the text? Write

TRUE if the statement agrees with the information
FALSE if the statement contradicts the information
NOT GIVEN if there is no information on this

27 Indonesia is famous for its wood-carvers.

N

Wood is hard to find near the village.

N
~0

The majority of the wood-carvers work away from their village.

(o8]
o

It is difficult to become an apprentice.

w
-

Smaller items are cheap in relation to the skill involved in making them.

32 Craftsmen make some items to suit the requirements of customers.
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General Training Test B: Reading

~ 7

Questions 33-36
Complete the notes below.
Write NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS for each answer.

The Handicraft Centre also functions as a training centre for aspiring 33

Students are given feedback on their work by 24

Pandai Sikek gets its name from the word ‘clever’ and the name of a 35

Working on an exact copy of a royal palace enabled Fauzi to learn a number of the

6 usedbycarvers in the past.

=
Br

WL

Choose the correct letter, 4, 5, C or [

.....

37 Wood carvings

A were originally found all over the Anai Valley.

Y

£ are based on images found on ancient stone carvings.
are made out of respect for local spirits.
are the same as those found on stone carvings.

38 Designs featuring local plants and wildlife
A appear in carvings created by several generations of craftsmen.
2 have less symbolic significance than in the past.
are interpreted in unusual ways by the wood-carvers.
are painted by local artists.

9 The carvings in the houses
A are copies of designs that originally appeared on boats.
feature leaders of the community.
C areinthe form of wall panels.
) are made from recycled panels from old boats.

40 The fern and sirih leaves
A represent particular qualities.
B are painted in different colours.
C are worn by men who feature in the carvings.
D only serve a decorative purpose.

139



WRITING TASK 1
You should spend about 20 minutes on this task. Ul.‘.’llf.ll:ll.’lep

¥

You recently spent a night in a hotel and had to put up with a great deal of
noise very early in the morning because of a faulty central heating system.
The manager promised to contact you regarding compensation but you still
haven't heard from him.

Write a letter to the hotel. In the letter
« describe the problem at the hotel

« explain what the manager had said at the time

s say what you want the manager to do.

Write at least 150 words.
You do NOT need to write any addresses.
Begin your letter as follows:

Dear Siv,

WRITING TASK 2

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.

Write about the following topic:

r 2

What distinguishes young people from their parents’ or grandparents’
generation is a lack of physical exercise. Today's generation are spending far
too long playing computer games, chatting aimlessly on social networking
sites or simply watching TV, and too little time being active.

To what extent do you agree or disagree?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your knowledge
or experience.

Write at least 250 words.
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Mini-dictionary

Some of the more difficult words from each of the Reading and Listening passages are defined
here in this mini-dictionary. The definitions focus on the meanings of the words in the context in
which they appear in the text. Definitions and examples are from Collins COBUILD Key Words for
IELTS (Advanced), and from Collins COBUILD Advanced Dictionary.

TEST 1: LISTENING

Section 1

courier /'kuria/ [couriers) noun If you send
something by courier, you pass it on to someone
whose job is to deliver letters and parcels.

* Confidential reports are sent to ministers by courier.

incident /' mnsidant/ (incidents) noun An incident

is something that happens, often something that is
unpleasant. [FormaL] ® These incidents were the latest in
a series of disputes between the two nations.

trace /trers/ ltraces, tracing, traced) vers If you
trace something, you find it after looking for it.® Police
are anxious to trace two men seen leaving the house just
before 8am.

unattended / ans tendrd/ ansective When people or
things are left unattended, they are not being watched
or looked after.® The mob broke into the family house
while it was unattended and started four fires.

Section 2

age profiling /'erd3 'prau farln/ uncountasLe NouN
Age profiling is the practice of categorizing people and
predicting their behaviour according to their age.® Age
profiling isn't always accurate, but it can benefit your
organization.

axe /zeks/ noun If a person or institution is facing
the axe, that person is likely to lose their job or that
institution is likely to be closed, usually in order to
save money. ® St Bartholomew's is one of four London
hospitals facing the axe.

cater to /'kerta/ [caters to, catering to, catered to)
vere To cater to a group of people means to provide
all the things that they need or want.® We cater to an
exclusive clientele.

cutback /'katbzk/ [cutbacks) noun A cutback
is a reduction that is made in something. ® ...the
200-person staff cutback announced yesterday.

intent /mn'tent/ aosecive If you are intent on doing
something, you are eager and determined to do it.

® The rebels are obviously intent on keeping up the
pressure.

niche /ni:f/ asecrive A niche product is very
specialized, and appeals to a relatively small number
of people. ® Our radio show caters to listeners who
appreciate niche musical genres such as Celtic-World
Beat fusion.

washout /'wofaut/ [washouts) noun If an event or
plan is a washout, it fails completely. [iNForMaL] ® The
mission was a washout.

Section 3

evangelical / i:veen'dzelikal/ absective If you
describe someone’s behaviour as evangelical,

you mean that it is very enthusiastic. ® With almost
evangelical fervour, Marks warns against deliberately
seeking a tan.

factor in / faektar 1n/ purasac vers If you factor a
particular cost or element in a calculation you are
making. you include it. [mainly US]® Using a computer
model they factored in the costs of transplants for those
women who die.

interfere / ints'f1a/ (interferes, interfering,
interfered) vers Something that interferes with a
situation, activity, or process has a damaging effect on
it.® Drug problems frequently interfered with his work.

loom /lu:m/ (Looms, looming, loomed) vers If

a worrying or threatening situation or event is
looming, it seems likely to happen soon. ® Another
government spending crisis is looming in the United
States.

misleading / .mi1s’li:dir)/ apbsecmive If you describe
something as misleading, you mean that it gives you a
wrong idea or impression. ® The article contains several
misleading statements.

prevaricate /prvaenkert/ (prevaricates,
prevaricating, prevaricated) vers If you prevaricate,
you avoid giving a direct answer or making a

firm decision. ® British ministers continued to
prevaricate.

regime /rer'zi:m/ (regimes) noun A regime is

the way that something such as an institution,
company, or economy is run, especially when it
involves tough or severe action. ® The authorities moved
him to the less rigid regime of an open prison.

TEST 1: READING

Passage 1

breed /bri:d/ (breeds, breeding, bred) vers When
animals breed, they have babies. ® Frogs will usually
breed in any convenient pond.
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colony /'kolani/ (colonies) noun A colony of birds,
insects, or animals is a group of them that live
together. = The caterpillars feed in large colonies.

cull /kal/ (culls, culling, culled) vers To cull animals
means to kill the weaker animals in a group in order
to reduce their numbers. © To save remaining herds and
habitat, the national parks department is planning to cull
two thousand elephants.

acosystem /'ikausistam/ (ecosystems) Noun An
ecosystem is all the plants and animals that live in a
particular area together with the complex relationship
that exists between them and their environment.

= Human overfishing has destabilised marine
ecosystems.

e y /'estjuri/ (estuaries) Noun An estuary is the
wide part of a river where it joins the sea. = ...naval
manoeuvres in the Clyde estuary.

> /grerz/ (grazes, grazing, grazed) vers When

an s graze or are grazed, they eat the grass or
other plants that are growing in a particular place. You
can also say that a field is grazed by animals. = Several
horses grazed the meadowland.

hurricane /'hartkan/ (hurricanes) noun A hurricane
is an extremely violent wind or storm. = Around eight
hurricanes are predicted to strike America this year.

livestock /'larvstok/ uNcounTaBLE NOUN Animals such
as cattle and sheep which are kept on a farm are
referred to as livestock. » The heavy rains and flooding
killed scores of livestock.

myriad /'miriad/ apJective Myriad means having

a large number or great variety. = ...the myriad tiny
animals and plants living in the ice.
erosion /1'reuzan/ noun Erosion is the process

by which layers of a substance such as soil on the
earth’s surface are gradually worn away by the action
of wind, water or ice. = Running water, including rivers,
is a common agent of soil erosion.

thrive /0rarv/ (thrives, thriving, thrived) aosective

A thriving, business, economy or place is financially
strong and very successful. = In the past, this town was
a thrtvmg centre for the fur trade.

underestimate / andar'estimert/ (underestimates,
underestlmatmg, underestumatedl vers If you

underestimate something, you do not realize how large
or great it is or will be. » Marx clearly underestimated the

importance of population growth.

Fabbu”*: 2

aerodynamics / esroudar n@@miks/ UNCOUNTABLE
noun Aerodynamics is the study of the way in which
objects move through the air. = ...a bird aerodynamics
expert from the University of Bristol.

analogy /2 nelad3i/ (analogies) NouN If you make or
draw an analogy between two things, you show that
they are similar in some way. © It is probably easier to
make an analogy between the courses of the planets, and
two trains travelling in the same direction.

Practice Tests for IELTS

ate /'o:tamert/ automates, automating,
automated] vere To automate a factory, office, or
industrial process means to put in machines which
can do the work instead of people. = an initiative that
involved autormating a manual process.

aviation / ervi'erfan/ uNcouNTABLE NouN Aviation is
the operation and production of aircraft. « He went
to the University of Wisconsin to study engineering,
but was more interested in the new, exciting field of
aviation.

-k /baek/ (backs, backing, backed] vers If you back
a person or a course of action, you support them, for
example by voting for them or giving them money. = ...
if France cannot persuade all five permanent members of
the Security Council to back the plan.

k-even point /breik’iven point/
[break -even pomtsl NouN In business and commerce,
the break-even point is the level at which the total
cost and the total revenue of a business enterprise are
equal. = Above break-even point a profit is made; betow
break-even point a loss is made.

mn 1 /ka'mifan/ [commissions,
commnssnomng. commissioned) vers If you
commission something or commission someone to
do something, you formally arrange for someone to
do a piece of work for you. = The Ministry of Agriculture
commissioned a study into low-input farming.

] te /'del1,gert/ (delegates, delegating, .
delegatedl vere |f you delegate duties, responsibilities,
or power to someone, you give them those duties,
those responsibilities, or that power so that they can
act on your behalf. = He plans to delegate more authority
to his deputies.

=nterprise /‘entaprarz/ (enterprises) Noun An
enterprise is a company or business, often a small
one. » There are plenty of small industrial enterprises.

ision /in'vizan/ (envisions, envisioning,

envnsmned] vers If you envision something, you
envisage it. [LTERARY] = In the future we envision a
federation of companies.

i tive /1'nifatrv/ linitiatives) Noun An initiative is
an important act or statement that is intended to solve
a problem. = Government initiatives to help young people
have been inadequate.

milestone /'mailstaun/ (milestones) noun A
milestone is an important event in the history or
development of something or someone. « He said the
launch of the party represented a milestone in Zambian
history.

mine /man/ [mines, mining, mined) vers When a
mineral such as coal, diamonds, or gold is mined, it is
obtained from the ground by digging deep holes and
tunnels. © ...the finest gems, mined from all corners of
the world.

orhit /'o:b1t/ lorbits) noun An orbit is the curved path
in space that is followed by an object going round and
round a planet, moon, or star. « Mars and Earth have
orbits which change with time.



oufsource / aut'so:s/ (outsources, outsourcing,
outsourced) vers If a company outsources work or
things, it pays workers from outside the company to do
the work or supply the things. = Increasingly, corporate
clients are seeking to outsource the management of their
facilities.

payoff /'perof/ (payoffs) Noun The payoff from an
action is the advantage or benefit that you get from
it. = If such materials became generally available to the
optics industry, the payoffs from such a breakthrough
would be enormous.

pose /pauz/ [poses, posing, posed) vers If something
poses a problem or a danger, it is the cause of that
problem or danger. = This could pose a threat to jobs in
the coal industry.

sound /saund/ apsective Sound advice, reasoning,
or evidence is reliable and sensible. ® His reasoning is
perfectly sound, but he misses the point.

vindicate /'vindikert/ lvindicates, vindicating,
vindicated) vers If a person or their decisions,
actions, or ideas are vindicated, they are proved to be
correct, after people have said that they were wrong.
[FormMAL] © Ministers and officials are confident their
decision will be vindicated.

Passage 3

adverse /'zdva:s/ apsective Adverse decisions,
conditions, or effects are unfavourable to you. = Despite
the adverse conditions, the road was finished in just eight
months.

catastrophic /keete strofrk/ absective Something
that is catastrophic involves or causes a sudden
terrible disaster. = A tidal wave caused by the
earthquake hit the coast causing catastrophic damage.

counteract /'kauntaraekt/ [counteracts,
counteracting, counteracted) vere To counteract
something means to reduce its effect by doing
something that produces an opposite effect. * The
vitamin counteracts the harmful effect of allergens in the
body.

deplete /dr'pli:t/ [depletes, depleting, depleted)
vere To deplete a stock or amount of something means
to reduce it. [ForMaL] ® substances that deplete the ozone
layer

glacier /'glasia/ (glaciers) noun A glacier is an
extremely large mass of ice which moves very slowly,
often down a mountain valley. * University of Alaska
scientists report that the state’s glaciers are melting
faster than expected.

mirror /'mira/ [mirrors) Noun A mirror is a flat piece
of glass which reflects light, so that when you look at

it you can see yourself reflected in it. ¢ He checked his
mirror and saw that a dark coloured van was immediately
behind him.

mundane / man'deIn/ noun You can refer to
mundane things as the mundane. © /t's an attitude
that turns the mundane into something rather more
interesting and exciting.

Mini-dictionary

orbit See Test 1 Reading Passage 2

plankton /'plaenktsn/ uncounTasLE Noun Plankton is a
mass of tiny animals and plants that live in the surface
layer of the sea. = ...its usual diet of plankton and other
small organisms.

proponent /pra'paunant/ (proponents) noun If
you are a proponent of a particular idea or course
of action, you actively support it. [Formal] = Halsey
was identified as a leading proponent of the values of
progressive education.

replicate /'replikert/ {replicates, replicating,
replicated) vers If you replicate someone’s
experiment, work, or research, you do it yourself in
exactly the same way. [FormaL] = Tests elsewhere have
not replicated the findings.

unforeseen / anfa’'si:n/ apsective If something that
has happened was unforeseen, it was not expected to
happen or known about beforehand. = Radiation may
damage cells in a way that was previously unforeseen.

TEST 2: LISTENING

Section 1

host family / haust 'faamli/ (host families) noun A
host family is a family that provides accommodation
and meals for students, usually in return for a fee.

= When | studied in Brazil, | stayed with a host family.

Section 2

induction /mn’dakfan/ (inductions) noun Induction is
a procedure or ceremony for introducing someone to

a new job, organization, or way of life. = ...an induction
course for new members.

Section 3

make out / merk ‘aut/ (makes out, making out,
made out) vers If you make something out, you
manage with difficulty to see or hear it. ¢ / could just
make out a tall, pale, shadowy figure tramping through
the undergrowth.

Section 4

clinical /'kiiniksl/ absecmive Clinical means involving
or relating to the direct medical treatment or testing of
patients. ¢ The first clinical trials were expected to begin
next year.

CRB check /si:a:'bi: tfek/ [CRB checks) noun In
Britain, a CRB check is an investigation by the Criminal
Records Bureau to see if a person has a criminal
record. ® All applicants will be subject to a CRB check.

enrolment /mn'raulmant/ UNCOUNTABLE NOUN
Enrolment is the act of registering at an institution or
on a course. ° A fee is charged for each year of study and
is payable at enrolment.
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forensic /fa'rensik/ aosective Forensic means
relating to the legal profession. ® He won admiration for
his forensic skills in cross-examining ministers.

opt /opt/ lopts, opting, opted) vers If you opt for
something, or opt to do something, you choose it

or decide to do it in preference to anything else.

* Depending on your circumstances you may wish to opt
for one method or the other.

placement / plersmant/ [placements) noun If
someone who is training gets a placement, they get a
job for a period of time which is intended to give them
experience in the work they are training for. ® He had a
six-month work placement with the Japanese government.

qualitative / kwolitatrv/ aosecrive Qualitative means
relating to the nature or standard of something, rather
than to its quantity. [FormaLl ® There are qualitative
differences in the way children and adults think.

quantitative /'kwontitativ/ aosective Quantitative

means relating to different sizes or amounts of things.

[FormaL] ® ...the quantitative analysis of migration.

rehabilitation unit / ri:3 bilr'terfan ju:nit/
(rehabilitation units) Noun A rehabilitation unit is a
place where people with an alcohol or drug addiction
are helped to give up, so that they can return to normal
life. ®  worked in a rehabilitation unit for a year to
conduct research on drug addiction.

stroke /strauk/ (strokes) Noun If someone has a
stroke, a blood vessel in their brain bursts or becomes
blocked, which may kill them or make them unable to
move one side of their body. ® He had a minor stroke in
1987, which left him partly paralysed.

trauma /'tro:ma/ [traumas) noun Trauma is a very
severe shock or very upsetting experience, which
may cause psychological damage. ® The officers are
claiming compensation for trauma after the disaster.

workshop /'wa:kfop/ workshops) Noun A
workshop is a period of discussion or practical

work on a particular subject in which a group of people
share their knowledge or experience. ®* Trumpeter
Marcus Belgrave ran a jazz workshop for young artists.

TEST 2: READING

Passage 1

antibiotics / zntibar btiks/ (antibiotics) noun
Antibiotics are medical drugs used to kill bacteria
and treat infections. ® Approximately 60 per cent of
antibiotics are prescribed for respiratory infections.

breed /bri:d/ [breeds, breeding, bred) vers If you
breed animals or plants, you keep them for the
purpose of producing more animals or plants with
particular qualities, in a controlled way. ® Australians
must now focus on breeding sheep for three specific
purposes: wool, meat and maternal traits.

cholesterol /ka'lestarol/ uncounTaBLE NOUN
Cholesterol is a substance that exists in the fat,
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tissues, and blood of all animals. Too much cholesterol
in a person’s blood can cause heart disease.® a
dangerously high cholesterol level

excavation / ekska'ver[an/ UNCOUNTABLE NOUN
Excavation is the activity of digging into the ground to
find buried objects from the past. ® It was hoped that
further excavation might even reveal other skeletons.

fibre /'farba/ uncountasLe Nou Fibre consists of
the parts of plants or seeds that your body cannot
digest. Fibre is useful because it makes food pass
quickly through your body. ® Most vegetables contain
fibre.

foliage /‘faulitd3/ uncounTasLe Noun The leaves of a
plant are referred to as its foliage.  shrubs with grey or
silver foliage.

forage /'forrd3/ uncountasLe noun Forage is crops
that are grown as food for cattle and horses. ® ...the
amount of forage needed to feed one cow and its calf.

gene /dzin/ {genes) noun A gene is the part of

a cell in a living thing which controls its physical
characteristics, growth, and development. ® a change
in a single DNA letter that appears in 70 per cent of

defective genes.

germinate /'dzs:mmert/ (germinates,
germinating, germinated) vers If a seed germinates
or if it is germinated, it starts to grow. ® First, the
researchers germinated the seeds.

marked /ma:kt/ absective A marked change or
difference is very obvious and easily noticed. ® There
has been a marked increase in crimes against property.

nourishment /' narrfmant/ uncounTasLE Noun |f
something provides a person, animal, or plant with
nourishment, it provides them with the food that is
necessary for life, growth, and good health. ® The
mother provides the embryo with nourishment and a
place to grow.

nutrient /'nju:triont/ (nutrients) Noun Nutrients are
substances that help plants and animals to grow. ® the
role of vegetable fibres, vitamins, minerals and other
essential nutrients.

parasitic / paera’sitik/ abJective Parasitic animals
and plants live on or inside larger animals or plants and
get their food from them. ¢ ...tiny parasitic insects.

pest /pest/ [pests) noun Pests are insects or small
animals which damage crops or food supplies.

e _..crops which are resistant to some of the major insect
pests and diseases.

pollinate /'polr ne1t/ (pollinates, pollinating,
pollinated) vers To pollinate a plant or tree means to
fertilize it with pollen. This is often done by insects.

e Many of the indigenous insects are needed to pollinate
the local plants.

protein /'prauti:n/ [proteins) noun Protein is a
substance found in food and drink such as meat, eggs,
and milk. You need protein in order to grow and be
healthy. * Fish was a major source of protein for the
working man.



resist /rr'zist/ (resists, resisting, resisted) vers If
someone or something resists damage of some kind,
they are not damaged. ® Chemicals form a protective
layer that resists both oil and water-based stains.

resistance /rr'zistons/ uncountasLe Noun Resistance
to something is the ability not to be affected or harmed
by it. ® Many of these crops lack resistance to disease.

resistant /rr'zistant/ absecnive If something is
resistant to a particular thing, it is not harmed by it.

® how to improve plants to make them more resistant to
disease.

yield /jr:1d/ lyields, yielding, yielded) vere If an area
of land yields a particular amount of a crop, this is
the amount that is produced. You can also say that a
number of animals yield a particular amount of meat.
® Last year 400,000 acres of land yielded a crop worth
$1.75 billion.

Passage 2

abstract /' abstraekt/ apsective An abstract idea

or way of thinking is based on general ideas rather
than on real things and events. ® The author takes
the abstract concept of power and defines it in terms of
familiar relationship-types.

cognition /kog'nifan/ uncounTasLe Noun Cognition
is the mental process involved in knowing, learning,
and understanding things. [ForMaL] ® ...processes of
perception and cognition.

genetic /dzr netk/ ansective You use genetic to
describe something that is concerned with genetics or
with genes. ® Cystic fibrosis is the most common fatal
genetic disease in the United States.

predator /'predsts/ [predators) nous A predator
is an animal that kills and eats other animals. ® The
mites in turn were eaten by other arachnid predators.

prevalence /'prevslans/ uncountasLe Noun When you
refer to the prevalence of an illness or, you are talking
about how common itis. ® The report focuses on the
prevalence of asthma in Britain and western Europe.

Prey /prer/ uncounTasLE NouN A creature’s prey are
the creatures that it hunts and eats in order to live.
e Electric rays stun their prey with huge electrical
discharges.

property / propsti/ (properties) noun The
properties of a substance or object are the ways in
which it behaves in particular conditions. ® A radio
signal has both electrical and magnetic properties.

syndrome /'smdrsum/ (syndromes) noun A
syndrome is a medical condition that is characterized
by a particular group of signs and symptoms. ® The
syndrome is more likely to strike those whose immune
systems are already below par.

Passage 3

bug /bag/ [bugs) Noun If there is a bug in a computer
program, there is a mistake in it. ® There is a bug in the
software.

Mini-dictionary

collaborate /ks'lzbarert/ (collaborates,
collaborating, collaborated) vers When one person
or group collaborates with another, they work
together, especially on a book or on some research.
® He collaborated with his son Michael on the English
translation of a text on food production.

collate /ka'lert/ (collates, collating, collated) vers
When you collate pieces of information, you gather
them all together and examine them. ® They have
begun to collate their own statistics on racial abuse.

compromise /’kompramarz/ [compromises,
compromising, compromised) vers If you compromise
something or if it is compromised, there is a risk

that it will be harmed or damaged.. ® His behaviour
compromised our chances.

escalating /‘eskslertin/ ansecrve An escalating
situation is increasing or becoming more serious in a way
that causes problems. ® the escalating cost of health care.

feed /f:d/ (feeds) Noun In computing, a feed is a facility
for notifying the user of a website that new content has
been added to it. ®* Most news sites offer RSS feeds of
their latest content.

flaw /l5:/ (flaws) noun A flaw in something such as
a theory or argument is a mistake in it, which causes
it to be less effective or valid. ® There were, however, a
number of crucial flaws in his monetary theory.

functionality / fankfa'naelrti/ uncountasLe Noun The
functionality of a computer or other machine is how
useful it is or how many functions it can perform. ® itis
significantly more compact than any comparable laptop,
with no loss in functionality.

hostile / hostarl/ ansecrive Hostile situations

and conditions make it difficult for you to achieve
something. ® If this round of talks fails, the world's trading
environment is likely to become increasingly hostile.

humanitarian /hju: meenr tearran/ aosective

If a person or society has humanitarian ideas or
behaviour, they try to avoid making people suffer or
they help people who are suffering. ® The UN also
orchestrated humanitarian aid though there was much
criticism at the lack of competence revealed that winter.

maturation / .mzetju’re1fan/ UNCOUNTABLE NOUN
Maturation is the process of developing or improving.
* Despite the continued maturation of his singing voice,
he opted to study history at university.

. meltdown /'meltdaun/ (meltdowns) noun If there

is a meltdown in a nuclear reactor, the fuel rods

start melting because of a failure in the system, and
radiation starts to escape. ® Emergency cooling systems
could fail and a reactor meltdown could occur.

operational / ppa'rerfanal/ absective A machine
or piece of equipment that is operational is in use
or is ready for use. ® The whole system will be fully
operational by December.

patch /pzat|/ (patches, patching, patched) vere In
computing, if you patch a program, you correct or
improve it by adding a small set of instructions. ® The
security flaw has highlighted the need to patch servers
before hackers can mount attacks.
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platform /'plaetfo:m/ (platforms) noun A platform
is a type of computer system.. By 19?1, programmers
had produced HTML browsers for numerous computing
platforms.

plot /plot/ {plots, plotting, plotted) vers When
someone plots something on a graph, they mark
certain points on it and then join the points up.. We
plot about eight points on the graph.

scale /skeil/ noun If you refer to the scale of
something, you are referring to its size or extent,
especially when it is very big.. However, he
underestimates the scale of the problem.

shun /Jan/ (shuns, shunning, shunned) vers If

you shun someone or something, you deliberately
avoid them or keep away from them.  This extremist
organization has shunned conventional politics.

surveillance /sa'vellans/ UNCOUNTABLE NOUN
Surveillance is the careful watching of someone,
especially by an organization such as the police or
the army. » He was arrested after being kept under
constant surveillance.

track /traek/ (tracks, tracking, tracked) vers To

track someone or something means to follow their
movements by means of a special device, such as a
satellite or radar. » Our radar began tracking the jets.

TEST 3: LISTENING

Section 1

mileage /'marlid3/ uNcouNTABLE NoUN Mileage refers
to the total number of miles that a motor vehicle has
travelled. » Considering the mileage it had done, the car
had lasted very well.

no claims bonus /nau ‘kletmz bsunas/ [ne claims
bonuses) noun In Britain, a no claims bonus is a
reduction on an insurance premium, especially one
covering a motor vehicle, if no claims have been made
within a specified period. « Most no claims bonus
schemes have a clause which allows drivers a limited
number of claims before the discount is reduced.

Section 2

acclimatise also acclimatize /o 'klarmatarz/
(acclimatises, acclimatising, acclimatised) vere When
you acclimatise or are acclimatised to a new situation,
place, or climate, you become used to it. [FormaL] « This
year he has left for St Louis early to acclimatise himself.

feat /f:t/ [feats) noun If you refer to an action, or the
result of an action, as a feat, you admire it because it is
an impressive and difficult achievement. « A racing car
is an extraordinary feat of engineering.

iconic /ar’konik/ apsecTive An iconic image or thing
is important or impressive because it seems to be a
symbol of something. [FormaL] « The ads helped Nike to
achieve iconic status.
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intrepid /1n'trepid/ apsecmive An intrepid person acts
in a brave way. s ...an intrepid space traveller.

summit /'sam1t/ [summits, summiting, summited;
summits) 1 vere To summit a mountain or hill means
to reach the top of it.e We summited the mountain after
a long day of climbing. 2 NouN The summit of a mountain
is the top of it.s / reached the summit of the mountain
before sunset.

Section 3

critique /krr'tik/ [eritiques, critiquing, critiqued)
vers When you critique a person’s work or ideas, you
provide a written or spoken examination and judgment
of it.s The director critiqued their performance, and
offered suggestions on how to improve it.

mind map /'maind maep/ (mind maps) Noun A
mind map is a diagram that is used to represent
ideas, with related concepts arranged around a central
key word or concept. « Mind maps can help you become
a faster, more fluent and effective learner.

spidergram /'spaida greem/ (spidergrams) NouN
A spidergram is a diagram used to represent ideas,
with related concepts arranged around a central key
word or concept. « Spidergrams are used to get a quick
visual representation of the main issues.

Section 4

aesthetic /i:s'0etik/ apsecrive Aesthetic is used to
talk about beauty or art, and people’s appreciation of
beautiful things. « ...products chosen for their aesthetic
appeal as well as their durability and quality.

congregate /’kongrigert/ (congregates,
congregating, congregated) vers When people
congregate, they gather together and form a group.
« Youngsters love to congregate here in the evenings
outside cinemas showing American films.

demarcation / dima:'kerfan/ ([demarcations)
NouN A demarcation is a boundary or limit separating
two areas, groups, or things. « The two countries had
reached an agreement on demarcation of the border.

employ /1m’plo1/ (employs, employing, employed)
vers To employ something is to use it. « The painting
technique was much employed by artists such as
Picasso.

inclined /1n'klaznd/ ansective If you are inclined to
behave in a particular way, you often behave in that
way, or you want to do so. « Nobody felt inclined to
argue with Smith.

kerhb /k3:b/ [kerbs) noun The kerb is the raised edge
of a pavement or sidewalk which separates it from the
road. » Stewart stepped off the kerb.

negotiate /n1'gaufiert/ (negotiates, negotiating,
negotiated) vers If you negotiate an area of land, a
place, or an obstacle, you successfully travel across it
or around it. e / negotiated the corner on my motorbike
and pulled to a stop.



thriving /'eravin/ aosective If you describe
something as thriving, you mean it is doing well.
= They have a thriving business, despite the economy.

unsightly /an'sartli/ apsective If you describe
something as unsightly, you mean that it is
unattractive to look at. ® My mother has had unsightly
varicose veins for years.

TEST 3: READING

Passage 1

absolutist / a&bsa’lu:tist/ aosective An absolutist
approach to an issue is one where a particular
principle, belief, or rule must always be upheld,
without exception. ® If you take the absolutist position,
you do not have to decide what constitutes acceptable’
animal research.

atom /'ztam/ [atoms) NouN An atom is the smallest
amount of a substance that can take part in a chemical
reaction. ® A methane molecule is composed of one
carbon atom attached to four hydrogens.

bore /bo:/ (bores) noun A bore is a hole or tunnel in
the ground, especially one that has been drilled order
to find minerals, oil, etc. ® The flexible dredging pipe
was marked with yellow bands, giving an indication of
how deep it had penetrated the bore.

cite /sart/ (cites, citing, cited) vers If you cite
something, you quote it or mention it, especially as an
example or proof of what you are saying. [FormaL] © The
author cites just one example.

clay /kler/ uncounTasLe Noun Clay is a kind of earth
that is soft when it is wet and hard when it is dry. Clay
is shaped and baked to make things such as pots and
bricks. = ...the heavy clay soils of Cambridgeshire.

deplete See Test 1 Reading Passage 3

dynamic level /dar'nzemik leval/ (dynamic levels)
NouN In hydrology, the dynamic level is the level to
which water in a well falls when it is being pumped
out. ® Engineers need to test the water level in a well at
both the static level [when the pump is not running] and
the dynamic level [when the pump is running].

evacuate /1'vaekjuert/ (evacuates, evacuating,
evacuated) vers To evacuate something from a place
means to take it out. * There is no way to evacuate water
from the system, and so it accumulates under the floor.

extraction /ik'streek[an/ UNCOUNTABLE NOUN
Extraction is the processs of removing a substance
from the substance around it, especially using effort
or force. © The environmental effects of quarrying and
mineral extraction must be rigorously assessed.

fossil /'fosel/ (fossils) Noun A fossil is the hard remains
of a prehistoric animal or plant that are found inside a
rock. © a newly discovered 425 million-year-old fossil

gravel /'graeval/ uncounTaBLE NouN Gravel consists of
very small stones. It is often used to make paths. ®..a
gravel path leading to the front door,

Mini-dictionary

hydrology /har droledzi/ uncountasLe Noun Hydrology
is the study of the distribution, conservation, and use
of the earth’s water. ® scientific work on forest hydrology

motto /' motau/ (mottoes or mottos) noun A motto
is a short sentence or phrase that expresses a rule for
sensible behaviour, especially a way of behaving in a
particular situation. ® Our motto is ‘Plan for the worst
and hope for the best'.

operational See Test 2 Reading Passage 3

peer /pra/ peers, peering, peered) vere If you
peer at something, you look at it very hard, usually
because it is difficult to see clearly. ® He watched the
Customs official peer into the driver’s window.

penetrate /'penttrert/ (penetrates, penetrating,
penetrated) vers If something or someone penetrates
a physical object or an area, they succeed in getting

into it or passing through it. ® X-rays can penetrate many
objects.

pore /po:/ (pores) noun Pores are very small holes
in the surface of rock, soil, etc. ® The membranes have
tiny pores which allow the rapid passage of small water
molecules.

practitioner /praek'tzfsana/ (practitioners) noun
A practitioner is a person who practises a particular
profession or art. © In the past, the condition was not
recognized by medical practitioners.

profile /'praufail/ (profiles) noun The profile of a
person, place, or thing is a detailed description of
their characteristics. ® The marketing software gathers
and analyses our customers’ profiles, allowing us to
design appropriate products and services.

recharge / ri:'tfa:ds/ (recharges, recharging,
recharged) vers If an aquifer is recharged it fills with
water again. ® Aquifers may be artificially recharged in
two main ways.

saturated /'sztfurertid/ ansective If something is
saturated it has absorbed as much water as it can.
® Saturated soils increase the danger of trees uprooting.

shale /Je1l/ uncounTasLE NouN Shale is smooth soft
rock that breaks easily into thin layers. © The soil
here is very poor - it’s shallow, with rock and shale
underneath.

shallow /' fzelau/ aosective A shallow container, hole,
or area of water measures only a short distance from
the top to the bottom. ® The water is quite shallow for
some distance.

the stakes are high /sterks/ purase If you say the
stakes are high , you mean that someone risks losing
a lot if they do not achieve their aim. °® Risk taking is
essential to success in any goal where the stakes are
high.

static level /'stzetik leval/ (static levels) noun In
hydrology, the static level is the level at which water
naturally stands in a well. © The static level will vary
with the season of the year and may be affected by how
much ground water is being used in the surrounding
area.
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stratum /'stra:tam/ [strata) noun Strata are
different layers of rock.e Contained within the rock
strata is evidence that the region was intensely dry 15,000
years ago.

trace /trers/ [traces, tracing, traced) vers If you
trace the origin or development of something, you
find out or describe how it started or developed.s The
exhibition traces the history of graphic design in America
from the 19th century to the present.

velocity /vr'lostti/ [velocities) noun Velocity is
the speed at which something moves in a particular
direction.e ...the velocity of light.

Passage 2

abdomen /'&bdaman/ (abdomens) noun Your
abdomen is the part of your body below your chest
where your stomach and intestines are. [FormaL]® He
was suffering from pains in his abdomen.

burst /b3:st/ (bursts) noun A burst of something is a
sudden short period of it.e [t is easier to cope with short
bursts of activity than with prolonged exercise.

cite See Test 3 Reading Passage 1

conduct /kan'dakt/ (conducts, conducting,
conducted) vers When you conduct an activity or task,
you organize it and carry it out.» The council conducted
a survey of the uses to which farm buildings are put.

contract /kan'traekt/ (contracts, contracting,
contracted) vere If you contract a serious illness, you
become ill with it. [FormaL) ¢ He contracted AIDS from a
blood transfusion.

endurance /in’'djusrans/ UNCOUNTABLE NOUN
Endurance is the ability to continue with an unpleasant
or difficult situation, experience, or activity over a long
period of time. e The exercise obviously will improve
strength and endurance.

glucose /'glu:kauz, -sus/ uNcounTABLE NouN Glucose
is a type of sugar that gives you energy. ® Diabetics
suffer from a lack of insulin, a hormone produced by the
pancreas that stimulates cells to take up glucose from
the blood.

index /'indeks/ lindices or indexes) Noun An index is a
system by which changes in the value of something and
the rate at which it changes can be recorded, measured,
or interpreted. e ...economic indices.

insulin /'1nsjulin/ uncounTasLE NouN Insulin is a
substance that most people produce naturally in their
body and which controls the level of sugar in their blood.
e In diabetes the body produces insufficient insulin.

intake /'inteik/ lintakes) Noun Your intake of a
particular kind of food, drink, or air is the amount that
you eat, drink, or breathe in. e Your intake of alcohol
should not exceed two units per day.

metabolism /mr1'taebalizam/ (metabolisms) Noun
Your metabolism is the way that chemical processes
in your body cause food to be used in an efficient way,
for example to make new cells and to give you energy.
e He says reducing carbohydrates and eating more fat
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and protein will alter your metabolism and stimulate
weight loss.

physiology / f1zi'nlad3i/ UNCOUNTABLE NOUN
Physiology is the scientific study of how people’s and
animals’ bodies function, and of how plants function.
e __.the Nobel Prize for Medicine and Physiology.

proponent See Test 1 Reading Passage 3

sprint-and-recover cycle / sprintanrtkavs
saikal/ [sprint-and-recover cycles) noun A sprint-and-
recover cycle is a method of improving fitness that
involves an athlete running a series of short sprints
followed by short rests.® Repeat this sprint-and-
recover cycle 3-5 times during your workout.

startling /'sta:talin/ absective Something that is
startling is so different, unexpected, or remarkable
that people react to it with surprise.e Sometimes the
results may be rather startling.

time-consuming /'tatmkan sju:min/ apsecnve If
something is time-consuming, it takes a lot of time.

e Starting a new business, however small, is a time-
consuming exercise.

Passage 3

adjacent /a'dzersant/ apsecive If one thing is
adjacent to another, the two things are next to each
other.® surveys to monitor toxin levels in the areas
adjacent to the incinerators

anatomically / &na'tomikli/ aovers Anatomically
means relating to the structure of the body of people
or animals. ® Homo sapiens became anatomically
modern in Africa about 100,000 years ago.

anatomy /a'nzetami/ (anatomies) Noun An animal's
anatomy is the structure of its body.® /tis hard to
determine whether an animal’s anatomy or physiology
has been altered by environmental problems.

ancestor /'znsesta/ [ancestors) Noun Your
ancestors are the people from whom you are
descended. ® Modern humans and great apes both
descend from one common ancestor.

artifact / a:trfaekt/ (artifacts) noun An artifact is
an ornament, tool, or other object that is made by
a human being, especially one that is historically or
culturally interesting. ® 3 sacred Ethiopian artifact,
seized 130 years ago by British soldiers

attribute /'ztr1 bju:t/ (attributes) Noun An
attribute is a quality or feature that someone or
something has. ® Cruelty is a normal attribute of
human behaviour.

cognitive /'kognitrv/ apsective Cognitive means
relating to the mental process involved in knowing,
learning, and understanding things. [FormaL] ® As
children grow older, their cognitive processes become
sharper.

curtail /ks: te1l/ (curtails, curtailing, curtailed) vers
If you curtail something, you reduce or limit it. [FormAL]
* NATO plans to curtail the number of troops being sent
to the region.



demise/dr'marz/ noun The demise of something
or someone is their end or death. [FormaL] & Smoking,
rather than genetics, was the cause of his early demise.

displace/displers/ (displaces, displacing,
displaced) vers If a person or group of people is
displaced, they are forced to moved away from the
area where they live. e Most of the civilians displaced by
the war will be unable to return to their homes.

distinction/dr stinkfan/ noun If you say that
someone or something has the distinction of being
something, you are drawing attention to the fact

that they have the special quality of being that thing.
Distinction is normally used to refer to good qualities,
but can sometimes also be used to refer to bad
qualities. eHe has the distinction of being regarded as
the Federal Republic's greatest living writer.

DNA/ di: en "e1/ uncountasLe Noun DNA is an acid in the
chromosomes in the centre of the cells of living things.
DNA determines the particular structure and functions
of every cell and is responsible for characteristics being
passed on from parents to their children. DNA is an
abbreviation for ‘deoxyribonucleic acid’. etechniques of
extracting DNA from ancient bones

edge/eds/ ledges) noun If someone or something
has an edge, they have an advantage that makes
them stronger or more likely to be successful than
another thing or person. Through superior production
techniques they were able to gain the competitive edge.

excavate/ ekskavert/ [excavates, excavating,
excavated) vere When archaeologists or other people
excavate a piece of land, they remove earth carefully
from it and look for things such as pots, bones, or
buildings which are buried there, in order to discover
information about the past. eArchaeologists excavated
the skeletal remains in Indonesia.

exodus/ eksadas/ NouN If there is an exodus of
people from a place, a lot of people leave that place at
the same time. eLieutenant Malcolm said she saw no

sign that the exodus from Haiti was abatr’nﬁ

fossilSee Test 3 Reading Passage 1
genesSee Test 2 Reading Passage 1 l .
geneticSee Test 2 Reading Passage 2
geneticist/d3r netisist/ (geneticists) noun A
geneticist is a person who studies or specializes in
genetics. *Hugo de Vries was one of the first geneticists.

genome/ dzi:nsum/ (genomes} noun In biology
and genetics, a genome is the particular number and
combination of certain chromosomes necessary to
form the single nucleus of a living cell. «Conventional
gene therapy relies on modified viruses to insert the
desired bit of DNA into a cell’s genome.

hands down/ haendz ‘daun/ aovers If you win
something hands down you win very easily. *They won
the match hands down.

heritage/ herttrd3/ uncounTasLE Noun A person’s or
society’s heritage consists of characteristics that are
important in their history, and that can be seen in the
way that they are today. eScotland’s cultural heritage.

Mini-dictionary

locomotion/ louke'mau [2N/ UNCOUNTABLE NOUN
Locomotion is the ability to move and the act of moving
from one place to another. [FormaL] Flight is the

form of locomotion that puts the greatest demands on
muscles.

marginalize/'ma:d3nslarz/ (marginalizes,
marginalizing, marginalized) vers To marginalize a
group of people means to make them feel isolated
and unimportant. ®We ve always been marginalized, -
exploited, and constantly threatened.

molecular/ma'lekjula/ apsective Molecular means
relating to or involving molecules. °...the molecular
structure of fuel.

navigable/ navigsbal/ aosective A navigable river
is wide and deep enough for a boat to travel along
safely. [FormaL] s...the navigable portion of the Nile.

paleoanthropologist

/ peeliau aenBra 'poladsift/ [paleoanthropologists)
NouN A paleoanthropologist is a person who studies
the origins of the human race using fossils and other
remains. *®Paleoanthropologists have played a major
role in discovering what we know about evolution today.

pronounced/pra’naunst/ apsective Something that
is pronounced is very noticeable. ®Most of the art
exhibitions have a pronounced Scottish theme.

proponentsee Test 1 Reading Passage 3

refugee/ refju:'dzi:/ (refugees) noun Refugees
are people who have been forced to leave their
homes or their country, either because there is a
war there or because of their political or religious
beliefs. ®Thousands of Hungarian refugees fled to
the West, and armed resistance in Hungary was soon
crushed.

relegate/ religert/ (relegates, relegating,
relegated) vers If you relegate someone or something
to a less important position, you give them this
position. eOther newspapers relegated the item to the
middle pages.

robust/rau'bast, ‘raubast/ absective Someone or
something that is rebust is very strong or healthy.
*More women than men go to the doctor. Perhaps men
are more robust or worry less?.

skull/skal/ [skulls) noun Your skull is the bony

part of your head which encloses your brain. e/
discovered two human skulls, obviously very old and half
disintegrated.

sole/saul/ absecTive The sole thing or person of a
particular type is the only one of that type. e/t's the
sole survivor of an ancient family of plants.

stature/ st=t[a/ uncounTasLE NoUN Someone’s
stature is their height. eShe was a little short in stature.

stem/stem/ (stems, stemming, stemmed) vere |f

a condition or problem stems from something, it was
caused originally by that thing. eMuch of the instability
stems from the economic effects of the war.

strait/strert/ (straits) noun You can refer to a narrow
strip of sea which joins two large areas of sea as a
strait or the straits. e...the Straits of Gibraltar.
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trace See Test 3 Reading Passage 1

track /treek/ [tracks, tracking, tracked) vers If you
track animals or people, you try to follow them by
looking for the signs that they have left behind. for
example the marks left by their feet. « He thought he
had better track this wolf and kill it.

watercraft /'wa:ta kra:ft, - kraeft/ (watercrafts)
NOUN A watercraft is a boat or a ship. = Numerous
watercraft sailed down the Thames that day.

TEST 4: LISTENING

Section 1

commission /ka'mifan/ uncountasLe NouN If a bank
or other company charges commission, they charge a
fee for providing a service, for example for exchanging

money or issuing an insurance policy. « Travel agents

charge 1 per cent commission on sterling cheques.

Section 2

donate /dau’'nert/ [donates, donating, donated)
vers If you donate something to a charity or other
organization, you give it to them. = He frequently
donates large sums to charity.

mount up/ maunt ‘Ap/ (mounts up, mounting up,
mounted up) vers If something mounts up, it increases
in quantity. « The uncollected rubbish mounts up in city
streets.

roaring trade/ rorn 'trerd/ purase If someone
does a roaring trade in a type of goods, they sell a lot
of them. « Salesmen of unofficial souvenirs have also
been doing a roaring trade.

Section 3

authentic/2:'8entik/ apsective An authentic person,
object, or emotion is genuine. s...authentic ltalian food.

ICT /a1 si: 'ti:/ uncounTaBLE NouN ICT refers to activities
or studies involving computers and other electronic
technology. ICT is an abbreviation for ‘Information and
Communications Technology'. « English, Maths, ICT and
science are compulsory subjects.

syllabus/ stlebas/ [syllabuses) noun You can refer
to the subjects that are studied in a particular course
as the syllabus. [mainly BRIT] s...the GCSE history
syllabus.

track /treek/ (tracks, tracking, tracked) vers If you
track something, you make sure that you have the
newest and most accurate information about it all the
time. «/t's hard to track the books I've read in the past
year because I've read so many!

Section 4

acknowledge /ak'nolid3/ (acknowledges,
acknowledging, acknowledged) vers If a fact is
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acknowledged, it is accepted to be true. = The problem
has finally been acknowledged by the government.

craving / krervin/ [cravings) nouN If you have a
craving for something, you want to have it very much.
« | have a craving for sugar.

obesity /au’bi:stti/ uncounTaeLe Noun Obesity is a
condition in which a person is extremely fat. = Obesity
is on the rise in many countries.

sedentary / sedantori/ apsective Someone who
has a sedentary lifestyle or job sits down a lot of the
time and does not take much exercise. » Obesity and
a sedentary lifestyle have been linked with an increased
risk of heart disease.

stimulus /'stimjulas/ (stimuli) noun A stimulus is
something that encourages activity in people or things.
o Interest rates could fall soon and be a stimulus to the
U.S. economy.

susceptible /so'septrbal/ aosecmive If you are
susceptible to something, you are likely to do it or be
affected by it. « Young people are susceptible to buying
cheap airline tickets.

TEST 4: READING

Passage 1

accrete /a’'kri:t/ laccretes, accreting, accreted) vers
When something accretes new layers or parts, they
are added to it so that it increases in size. = During
each cycle the hailstone accretes ice crystals.

accumulation /8 kju:mju'lezfan/ UNCOUNTABLE NOUN
Accumulation is the collecting together of things over
a period of time. « The rate of accumulation decreases
with time.

collide 7ka’laid/ lcollides, colliding, collided) vers
If two or more moving people or objects collide, they
crash into one another. If a moving person or object
collides with a person or object that is not moving,
they crash into them. = Two trains collided head-on in
northeastern Germany early this morning.

concentric/kan’sentrik/ apsective Concentric circles
or rings have the same centre. « On a blackboard, he
drew five concentric circles.

condensation/ konden'se1fan/ uNCoUNTABLE
noun Condensation consists of small drops of water
which form when warm water vapour or steam
touches a cold surface such as a window. « Silicon
carbide crystals are formed by the condensation of
supersaturated vapour.

condense /kan'dens/ (condenses, condensing,
condensed) vere When a gas or vapour condenses, or
is condensed, it changes into a liquid. = Water vapour
condenses to form clouds.

dense/dens/ aosective In science, a dense substance
is very heavy in relation to its volume. « The densest
ocean water is the coldest and most saline.

oWiplyLieap



distinguishable /dr stingwifabal/ ansecive If
something is distinguishable from other things, it has
a quality or feature which makes it possible for you to
recognize it and see that it is different. ©...features that
make their products distinguishable from those of their
rivals.

evacuate/r'vaekjuert/ [evacuates, evacuating,
evacuated) vere To evacuate someone means to send
them to a place of safety, away from a dangerous
building, town, or area. ®Since 1957, 18,000 people have
been evacuated from the area.

Opaque /au'perk/ apsective If an object or substance
is opaque, you cannot see through it. ®You can always
use opaque glass if you need to block a street view.

particle/ pa:tikal/ [particles) noun A particle of
something is a very small piece or amount of it. ®a
particle of hot metal

precipitation/pr1 sip1'terfan/ UNCOUNTABLE NOUN
Precipitation is rain, snow, or hail. ®Halfway through
the year, it feels like we have had our full yearly
complement of precipitation already.

sizeable/ sarzobsl/ apsecTive Sizeable means fairly
large. ®Harry inherited the house and a sizeable chunk
of land.

Span/speen/ [spans) noun A span is the period

of time between two dates or events during which
something exists, functions, or happens. ®Gradually
the time span between sessions will increase.

Passage 2

aXis/'zeks1s/ (axes) Noun An axis is an imaginary line
through the middle of something. ®The reason for the
solstice is the 23.5 degrees tilt of the Earth’s axis towards
the Sun.

bandwidth/ baendwidé/ (bandwidths) noun

A bandwidth is the range of frequencies used for

a particular telecommunications signal, radio
transmission, or computer network. ®To cope with
this amount of data, the system will need a bandwidth of
around 100mhz.

beam/bi:m/ (beams) noun A beam is a line of energy,
radiation, or particles sent in a particular direction. ©...
high-energy laser beams.

force/fa:s/ (forces) noun In physics, a force is the
pulling or pushing effect that something has on
something else. ®interactions between the forces of
gravity and electromagnetism

frequency/ frikwansi/ [frequencies) noun In
physics, the frequency of a sound wave or a radio wave
is the number of times it vibrates within a specified
period of time. °You can't hear waves of such a high
frequency.

grant/gra:nt, graent/ grants, granting, granted)
vere If someone in authority grants you something, or
if something is granted to you, you are allowed to have
it. [ForMAL] °France has agreed to grant him political
asylum.

Mini-dictionary

interference/ Inta'fIarans/ uNcounTABLE NouN When
there is interference, a radio signal is affected by
other radio waves or electrical activity so that it cannot
be received properly. ®They have been accused of
deliberately causing interference to transmissions.

laser/ lerza/ (lasers) noun A laser is a narrow
beam of concentrated light produced by a special
machine. It is used for cutting very hard materials,
and in many technical fields such as surgery and
telecommunications. ®Therapies currently under
investigation include laser surgery and bone marrow
transplants.

mampUlate/ma'nxpju,leIt/ (manipulates,
manipulating, manipulated) vers If you manipulate
something that requires skill, such as a complicated
piece of equipment or a difficult idea, you operate it or
process it. ®The technology uses a pen to manipulate a
computer.

molecule/ molikju:l/ (molecules) noun A molecule
is the smallest amount of a chemical substance which
can exist by itself. ®At high temperatures, the two
strands of the famous double helix that constitutes a DNA
molecule come apart.

momentum/mau’'mentam/ UNCoUNTABLE NouN In
physics, momentum is the mass of a moving object
multiplied by its speed in a particular direction. ®The
position, energy, and momentum of particles vary over
time in an unpredictable manner.

negate/nr'gert/ (negates, negating, negated) vers
If one thing negates another, it causes that other thing
to lose the effect or value that it had. ®*An amendment
to the bill effectively negated federal requlations that
require organic feed for farm animals.

optical/ pptikal/ apsective Optical devices,
processes, and effects involve or relate to vision, light,
or images. °the optical effects of volcanic dust in the
stratosphere

orbitsee Test 1 Reading Passage 2

revolve/rr'volv/ (revolves, revolving, revolved) vere
If one object revolves around another object, the first
object turns in a circle around the second object. *The
satellite revolves around the Earth once every hundred
minutes.

spectrumy spektrom/ [spectra or spectrums) noun
A spectrum is a range of light waves or radio waves.
®Vast amounts of energy, from X-rays right through the
spectrum down to radio waves, are escaping into space.

transmit/traenz'mit/ (transmits, transmitting,
transmitted) vers If an object or substance transmits
something such as sound or electrical signals, the
sound or signals are able to pass through it. ®These
thin crystals transmit much of the power.

turbulence/ ts:bjulans/ UNCOUNTABLE NOUN
Turbulence is violent and uneven movement within
a particular area of air, liquid, or gas. *His plane
encountered severe turbulence and winds of nearly two
hundred miles an hour.

irlanguage
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vortex/ vo:teks/ [vortexes or vortices} Noun A
vortex is a mass of wind or water that spins round
so fast that it pulls objects down into its empty
centre. e The polar vortex is a system of wintertime

winds.
[ |

Passage 3 l .
clay See Test 3 Reading Passage 1

condemn /kan'dem/ (condemns, condemning,
condemned) vers If authorities condemn a building,
they officially decide that it is not safe and must be
pulled down or repaired. « State officials said the
court’s ruling clears the way for proceedings to condemn
buildings in the area.

densely/'densli/ aovers A densely populated place
contains a lot of people in a small area. ¢ Javaisa
densely populated island.

depletion/dr'pli:[an/ UNCOUNTABLE NOUN Depletion
is the act of using up or reducing something. «...the
problem of ozone depletion.

drain /drern/ ldrains) noun A drain is a pipe that
carries water or sewage away from a place, or an
opening in a surface that leads to the pipe. o Tony built
his own house and laid his own drains.

ecosystem See Test 1 Reading Passage 1
erosion See Test 1 Reading Passage 1
estuary See Test 1 Reading Passage 1
extractionSee Test 3 Reading Passage 1

fault line/ fo:lt lamn/ (fault lines) noun A fault line
is a long crack in the surface of the earth. Earthquakes
usually occur along fault lines. e It can be dangerous to
build a house near a fault line.

foundation /faun'der[an/ (foundations) noun A
structure’s foundations are the parts under the ground
on which it stands. e Tenants feared that the renovation
work would damage the building’s foundations.

give way/.giv ‘wel/ pHRasAL VERB If an object that

is supporting something gives way, it breaks or
collapses, so that it can no longer support that thing.
o The hook in the ceiling had given way and the lamp had
fallen blazing on to the table.

literally/ Irterali/ aovers You use literally to
emphasize that what you are saying is true, even
though it seems exaggerated or surprising. e Putting
on an opera is a tremendous enterprise involving literally
hundreds of people.

main/mein/ (mains) Nnoun The mains are the pipes
which supply gas or water to buildings, or which take
sewage away from them. « The capital has been without
mains water since Wednesday night.

poseSee Test 1 Reading Passage 2

promenade / proma’'na:d/ (promenades) noun In

a seaside town, the promenade is the road by the sea
where people go for a walk. « The promenade has been
closed for the weekend due to flooding.
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prosperity /pro’sperIti/ UNCOUNTABLE NouN Prosperity
is a condition in which a person or community is doing
well financially. «...Japan’'s economic prosperity.

subside /sab’'said/ (subsides, subsiding, subsided)
vere If the ground or a building is subsiding, it is very
slowly sinking to a lower level. s Does that mean the
whole house is subsiding?

subsidence /sab’sardans, ‘sAbsidans/ UNCOUNTABLE
noun When there is subsidence in a place, the ground
there sinks to a lower level. o A surveyor said that the
problems were caused by subsidence and the house
needed to be underpinned.

swampland /' swompland/ (swamplands) noun
Swampland is an area of land that is always very wet.
o The golf course was built on a reclaimed swampland.

swell/swel/ [swells, swelling, swollen) vers If the
amount or size of something swells or if something
swells it, it becomes larger than it was before. e The
human population swelled, at least temporarily, as
migrants moved south.

tide /tard/ (tides) Noun The tide is the regular change

in the level of the sea on the shore. o Scientists have
found proof that strong tides can trigger earthquakes.

GENERAL TRAINING TEST A: READING

Section 1

browse /brauz/ (browses, browsing, browsed) vers
If you browse in a shop, you look at things in a fairly
casual way, in the hope that you might find something
you like. o She browsed in an upmarket antiques shop.

donation /dau'nerfan/ (donations) noun A donation
is something which someone gives to a charity or
other organization. « Charities appealed for donations of
food and clothing for victims of the hurricane.

physiotherapy / f1zisu'Berapi/ UNCOUNTABLE NOUN
Physiotherapy is medical treatment for problems of
the joints, muscles, or nerves, which involves doing
exercises or having part of your body massaged or
warmed. e An alternative is to visit an osteopathy or
physiotherapy clinic at an NHS health centre.

stilt/stilt/ (stilts) noun Stilts are two long pieces of
wood with pieces for the feet fixed high up on the sides
so that people can stand on them and walk high above
the ground. e/ have successfully taught several people
how to walk on stilts.

Section 2

applicant/ zplikant/ (applicants) noun An
applicant for something such as a job or a place at
a college is someone who makes a formal written
request to be given it. « How many applicants will | be
interviewing today?.

bout /baut/ (bouts) noun A bout is a period of time
spent doing something. « / managed to get a bit of sleep
between bouts of partying last weekend.



to the casual eye /'kae3ual a1/ pHrase You say
that something looks a certain way to the casual eye
if it appears that way first but it is different when you
examine it more closely. e To the casual eye, these
figures may not seem very significant.

cognitive See Test 3 Reading Passage 3

consecutive /kan'sekjutiv/ apJective Consecutive
periods of time or events happen one after the other
without interruption. e This is the third consecutive year
that these countries achieved economic growth.

dedicated /'dedikertid/ apsective You use
dedicated to describe something that is made, built,
or designed for one particular purpose or thing.

e Such areas should also be served by dedicated cycle
routes.

elementary/ elr'mentri/ ansective Something that
is elementary is very simple and basic. s...elementary
computer skills.

entail /in'te1l/ (entails, entailing, entailed) vers If
one thing entails another, it involves it or causesit.
[FormaL] e The changed outlook entails higher economic
growth than was previously assumed.

exhaustive /19'zo:st1v/ aosective If you describe a
study, search, or list as exhaustive, you mean that it is
very thorough and complete. « The author’s treatment
of the subject is exhaustive.

extensive /1k'stensiv/ absective Something that

is extensive covers a wide range of details, ideas, or
items. o Developments in South Africa receive extensive
coverage in The Sunday Telegraph.

feat See Test 3 Listening Section 2

forage /'forids/ lforages, foraging, foraged)

vere When animals forage, they search for food.

o We disturbed a wild boar that had been foraging by the
roadside.

fruitful / fru:tful/ apsective Something that is fruitful
produces good and useful results. e The talks had been
fruitful, but much remained to be done.

induction See Test 2 Listening Section 2

mow /mau/ (mows, mowing, mowed, mown) vers If
you mow an area of grass, you cut it using a machine
called a lawnmower. e He continued to mow the lawn
and do other routine chores.

navigator/ navigerts/ navigators) noun A
navigator is a person or thing that is skilled at finding
the way to a specific place. o Howcroft was a confident
driver and a talented navigator.

nectar / nekta/ uncountasLE NouN Nectar is a sweet
liquid produced by flowers, which bees and other
insects collect. « Honey bees are believed to have
evolved from hunting wasps who liked the taste of nectar
and decided to become vegetarian.

optimal/ optimal/ absective The optimal way of
doing something is the best one, taking into account
the circumstances. « The program examines hundreds
of strategies to find the optimal solution using the least

efforl.al&ilulul.’iep

Mini-dictionary

optimize / optimarz/ (optimizes, optimizing,
optimized) vers To optimize a situation or opportunity
means to get as much advantage or benefit from it

as you can. [FormaL] e What can you do to optimize your
family situation?.

optimum /'optimam/ absective The optimum level
or state of something is the best level or state that it
could achieve. [FormaL] e Aim to do some physical activity
three times a week for optimum health.

pasture /'pa:stfs, ‘paes-/ pastures) noun Pasture is
land with grass growing on it for farm animals to eat.
o The cows are out now, grazing in the pasture.

patchy /'paet[i/ apsective If something is patchy, it is
not completely reliable or satisfactory because it is not
always good. e Transport is difficult, communications are
patchy.

pentagon /'pentagan/ [pentagons) noun A pentagon
is a shape with five sides. e Workspace for each module
of the spacecraft is physically arranged as a pentagon
seating five persons.

pollen / polan/ uncountaeLe Noun Pollen is a fine
powder produced by flowers. It fertilizes other flowers
of the same species so that they produce seeds. e Your
susceptibility to pollen allergy or other sensitivities can
be increased by emotional stresses.

primate / praimat, -mert/ (primates) Noun A
primate is a member of the group of mammals
which includes humans, monkeys, and apes. « The
woolly spider monkey is the largest primate in the
Americas.

scarce /skeas/ apsective If something is scarce, there
is not enough of it. e Jobs are becoming increasingly
scarce.

scattered /'skaetad/ aosective Scattered things
are spread over an area in an untidy or irregular way.
o Tomorrow there will be a few scattered showers.

shed light/fed/ (sheds light, shedding light,
shed light) pHrasaL vere To shed light on something
means to make it easier to understand, because
more information is known about it. ¢ A new approach
offers an answer, and may shed light on an even bigger
question.

spatial/'sperfal/ apjecTive Spatial is used to
describe things relating to areas. s...the spatial
distribution of black employment and population in
South Africa.

stymie/'staimi/ (stymies, stymieing, stymied)
vers If you are stymied by something, you find it very
difficult to take action or to continue what you are
doing. [inFormaLl e Companies have been stymied by the
length of time it takes to reach an agreement.

subscription/sabskripfan/ [subscriptions) Noun
A subscription is an amount of money that you pay
regularly in order to belong to an organization, to
help a charity or campaign, or to receive copies of a
magazine or newspaper. e You can become a member
by paying the yearly subscription.
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SUCrose /'su:krous/ UNCOUNTABLE NOUN Sucrose is a
common type of sugar. ¢ ...simple sugars like sucrose,
glucose and fructose.

track See Test 3 Reading Passage 3

tradeoff / trerdof/ (tradeoffs) noun A tradeoff is a
situation where you make a compromise between two
things, or where you exchange all or part of one thing
for another. = The newspaper’s headline indicates that
there was a tradeoff at the summit.

wilfully /'wrlfuli/ aovers If you do something wilfully,
you do it deliberately, often causing harm as a result.
o |t seems that ministers are wilfully ignoring the

evidence. iflnngunge

GENERAL TRAINING TEST B: READING

Section 1

direct debit/ dar'rekt ‘deb1t/ (direct debits) noun If
you set up a direct debit, you instruct your bank to pay
a certain sum from your bank account to a specified
organization, usually every month. e/ finally phoned my
bank to cancel the direct debit on Wednesday.

disadvantaged / disad va:ntidsd, - 'veen-/
apJecTive People who are disadvantaged or live in
disadvantaged areas live in bad conditions and tend
not to get a good education or have a reasonable
standard of living. © The centre aims to help
disadvantaged areas of Europe, mainly by fostering new
businesses.

donateSee Test 4 Listening Section 2

donationSee General Training Test A Reading
Section 1

invaluable /in'valjsbal/ apsective If you describe
something as invaluable, you mean that it is extremely
useful. e The research should prove invaluable in the
study of linguistics.

literacy/ 'Iitarasi/ uncounTasLE NouN Literacy is the
ability to read and write. = The literacy rate there is the
highest in Central America.

motivational/ meutr'verfanal/ abJective Someone
or something that is motivational makes people feel

enthusiastic and interested. ©Steve is an inspirational
and motivational speaker.

postal order/'paustsl o:ds/ [postal orders) noun
A postal order is a piece of paper representing a sum
of money which you can buy at a post office and send
to someone as a way of sending them money by post.
[BRIT] «/would like to renew my subscription by paying
£30 by postal order.

Section 2

expense/ik'spens/ (expenses) noun Expenses
are amounts of money that you spend while doing
something in the course of your work, which will be
paid back to you afterwards. ¢As a member of the
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International Olympic Committee her fares and hotel
expenses were paid by the [OC.

HR /ert] 'a:r/ asereviation In a company or other
organization, the HR department is the department
with responsibility for the recruiting, training, and
welfare of the staff. HR is an abbreviation for 'human
resources’. ® Most HR departments monitor your
holidays.

incur /mn'ka:/ (incurs, incurring, incurred) vers If
you incur something unpleasant, it happens to you
because of something you have done. [wriTTen] © The
government had also incurred huge debts.

mileage See Test 3 Listening Section 1

reimburse/ ri:im'bs:s/ (reimburses, reimbursing,
reimbursed) vere If you reimburse someone for
something, you pay them back the money that they
have spent or lost because of it. [FormaL] /Ul be happy
to reimburse you for any expenses you might have
incurred.

revenue /'revanju:/ UNCOUNTABLE NouN Revenue is
money that a company, organization, or government
receives from people. ®Fishing is the main industry,
with seal-hunting in season an additional source of
revenue.

revitalize/ ri:'vartolaiz/ (revitalizes, revitalizing,
revitalized) vers To revitalize something that has lost
its activity or its health means to make it active or
healthy again. e...the revitalized Democratic Party.

stagger/'stego/ (staggers, staggering, staggered)
vers To stagger things such as people’s holidays or
hours of work means to arrange them so that they

do not all happen at the same time. ®During the past
few years the government has staggered the summer
vacation periods for students.

stroll/straul/ (strolls) Noun A stroll is a slow walk
that you take for pleasure. © We went for a stroll along
the beach.

subsistence/sab’s1stans/ UNCOUNTABLE NOUN
Subsistence is the condition of just having enough food
or money to stay alive. ©The standard of living today is
on the edge of subsistence.

tranquil/ traenkwil/ apsective Something that
is tranquil is calm and peaceful. ®The tranquil
atmosphere of The Connaught allows guests to feel
totally at home.

Section 3

abundant/a'bandant/ apJecTive Something that is
abundant is present in large quantities. ®There is an
abundant supply of cheap labour.

adorn/a'do:n/ (adorns, adorning, adorned) vers |f
something adorns a place or an object, it makes it look
more beautiful. ®His watercolour designs adorn a wide
range of books.

artisan/ a:ti'zeen/ (artisans) Noun An artisan is
someone whose job requires skill with their hands.
©The 55-year-old New York-based artisan has made
everything from wine bottles to lipstick holders.



breeze /bri:z/ NouN breezes A breeze is a gentle
wind. e ...a cool summer breeze.

chisel /'tf1zal/ (chisels, chiselling, chiselled) vers If
you chisel wood or stone, you cut and shape it using a

tool with a long metal blade and a sharp edge, known

as a chisel. = They sit and chisel the stone to size.

clan /kleen/ [clans) noun A clan is a group which
consists of families that are related to each other.
e ...rival clans.

contraction /kan’'treek[an/ [contractions) noun A
contraction is a shortened form of a word or words.
o It’s’ [with an apostrophe] should be used only as a
contraction for ‘it is’.

dedication / dedr'kerfon/ UNCOUNTABLE NOUN
Someone who shows dedication to a particular activity
puts a lot of time and effort into it. = An indication

of Sir Ferrers's modern approach is his dedication to
environmentalism.

fauna /'fo:na/ [faunas) noun Animals, especially

the animals in a particular area, can be referred to as
fauna. » Brackish waters generally support only a small
range of faunas.

flora /'flo:ra/ uncountasLe NouN You can refer to plants
as flora, especially the plants growing in a particular
area. [ForMAL] = ...the variety of food crops and flora
which now exists in Dominica.

handiwork /'haendiws:k/ UNCOUNTABLE NouN A
person’s handiwork is something special that they
have made. = She stood back and proudly surveyed her
handiwork.

intently /in'tentli/ apvers If you watch or listen to
someone or something intently, you concentrate very
hard on them. = Nick watched intently, absorbing every
detail.

lush /Iaf/ aosective Lush fields or gardens have a
lot of very healthy grass or plants. s The beautifully
landscaped gardens sprawl with lush vegetation.

manipulate See Test 4 Reading Passage 2

medium/ mi:diam/ [mediums or media) noun A
medium is a substance or material which is used for a
particular purpose or in order to produce a particular
effect. = Hyatt has found a way of creating these qualities
using the more permanent medium of oil paint.

motif/mau’ti:f/ (motifs) Nnoun A motif is a design
which is used as a decoration or as part of an artistic
pattern. = ...a rose motif.

nestle/'nesal/ (nestles, nestling, nestled) vers If
something such as a building nestles somewhere or if
it is nestled somewhere, it is in that place and seems
safe or sheltered. = Nearby, nestling in the hills, was the
children’s home.

ornately /o nertli/ aovers Something that

is decorated ornately is decorated with lots of
complicated patterns and details. « The ornately carved
doors were made in the 17th century.

Mini-dictionary

poriray /po:‘trer/ portrays, portraying, portrayed)
vere When a writer or artist portrays something, he
or she writes a description or produces a painting of
it. = ...the landscape as portrayed by painters such as
Claude and Poussin.

recall /m'ko:l/ (recalls, recalling, recalled) vers If a
thing a place or an event recails something from the
past it reminds you of it. « Waddell's paintings recall a
time when men and women could wander freely through
the Capitol’s halls.

replica /' replika/ (replicas) noun A replica of
something such as a statue, building, or weapon is an
accurate copy of it. « Royce Hall was an exact replica of
the basilica of Sant Ambrogio in Milan.

sand /send/ (sands, sanding, sanded) vers If you
sand a wood or metal surface, you rub sandpaper
over it in order to make it smooth or clean. ¢ Sand the
surface softly and carefully.

SCa

red See General Training Test A Reading
Passage 2

shoot /fu:t/ [shoots) noun Shoots are plants that are
beginning to grow, or new parts growing from a plant
or tree. = Pandas feed mainly on bamboo shoots and
leaves.

signify /'signifar/ [signifies, signifying, signified)
vers If an event, a sign, or a symbol signifies
something, it is a sign of that thing or represents that
thing. = The contrasting approaches to Europe signified a
sharp difference between the major parties.

stencil /'stensal/ [stencils, stencilling, stencilled)
VERB If you stencil a surface with a design, you put a
design on it using a piece of paper, plastic, or metal
which has a design cut out of it. ¢ He then stencilled the
ceiling with a moon and stars motif.

terraced /'terist/ ansecnive A terraced slope or side
of a hill has flat areas like steps cut into it, where crops
or other plants can be grown. « Terraced rice paddies
lay below engraved into the hill.

regetation/ ved3r'terfan/ UNCOUNTABLE NouN Plants,
trees and flowers can be referred to as vegetation.
[FormaL]l = The inn has a garden of semitropical
vegetation.
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Caller:

LISTENING SECTION 1

Good morning. z-Mobile Services. This is Tess speaking. How can | help?

| want to report a stolen mobile phone.

Could you confirm your postcode please sir?

It's CN2 1EB.

Thanks. And your house number?

34.

Okay. Can you give me the telephone number of the phone that was stolen?

Yes, it's ... wait a minute ... it's 07890 ...

07890 ...

623 ...

623 ...

570.

570. Okay. So, it's 07890 623570.

Yes, that's right.

Can you just confirm your name?

Yes, it's Tomas Green.

Is that Thomas spelt T-H-0-M-A-57?

No, there's no 'h'. It's just Tomas. T-0-M-A-S.

Okay. So you said your phone was stolen?

That's right. | reported it to the police this morning.

That's good. I'll need to take down your crime reference number.

I've got it here. It's CZ ...

GCZ =

Dash 17624 ...

17624 ...

Dash 5.

5. Thank you. Let me run through that again. CZ dash 17624 dash 5.

That's it.

Just a few more details. Can | have your IMElI number?

Oh, what's that?

It's the International Mobile Equipment Identity number. It's a—

Sorry, | don’t have it.

Not to worry — we'll deal with that in a moment. | just need to have the date and time your mobile
was stolen.

That's easy. Between 1 and 2 o'clock yesterday.

That's 1 to 2pm on 16™ August. Thank you. Now, | just need a few details of the incident if you
wouldn’t mind.

Sure. | was in the Bangs Coffee Bar in the city centre. | definitely had my phone with me when | sat
down. In fact | remember checking to see if | had any text messages. But when | came to leave it
wasn't on the table.

Did you leave the phone unattended at any time, perhaps to go to the toilet?

No, that's the funny thing. Like | told the police, it was very busy in there because it was lunchtime
and all the tables and chairs were pushed really close together. There were a couple of other
people at my table. Someone must have leaned across when | wasn't looking and slipped my
phone into their pocket.

Oh dear.

| know. It's such a pain. | suppose I'll have to pay for a replacement?
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Tracks 01-02

Operator: Fortunately you're covered by our 12-month Care Plan so there won't be a charge for replacing it
this time. But | have to tell you if it happens again within the next three months you may have to
pay a fee.

Caller: Fair enough. How soon can you send me a new one?

Operator: We've got two options. You can get it sent by courier for next-day delivery for a small fee or we can
send it in the standard post free of charge. You should allow about five days for it to arrive.

Caller: That's a bit difficult. I'm gong back to Australia the day after tomorrow to see my parents for a
month. Any chance you could send it to their address?

Operator: No, I'm sorry. We can only send replacements to UK addresses.

Caller: In that case I'd better have next-day delivery then.

Operator: Okay, so just to confirm the delivery address ... Is it 34 Solent Gardens?

Caller: That's it.

Operator: The final thing we need to do is to put a block on your phone.

Caller: You mean to stop the thief from using it? | was wondering about that.

Operator: What | need to do is put your IMEI number into the Central Register, which will essentially prevent

anyone else from making calls from your phone. Now the IMEI number is a 15-digit number that
you can see underneath the phone’s battery. Do you have a record of it?

Caller: No, sorry. Is there any other way to find the number?

Operator: Yes. We usually trace it from a call you've recently made. In a moment I'll put you through to my
colleague who deals with that. By the time you've finished with him your mobile will no longer operate.

Caller: Good.

Operator: And with your new phone I'll also send you a Crime Prevention leaflet, which will give you some
tips on how to protect your phone from being stolen again.

Caller: Thanks, you've been really helpful.

Operator: Don’t mention it. Just putting you through to my colleague now ...

Track 02

[ ]
TEST 1 LISTENING SECTION 2 IflnngUQGJG

Hi, you're listening to Marc Ambrose and I'll be with you through to midday on Talk Back, the show where you tell
us what you think about Radio Western. I'm sure you've all heard we have a new boss here at Radio Western and
she’s very keen to get your feedback. Well, you've certainly taken her invitation seriously. We'll be dipping into the
postbag for your feedback in just a moment and speaking to a surprise guest or two later in the show.

I'must start by saying a big "thank you' to Tony Marsons - judging by your letters, he did a great job of covering
the show last week whilst | was away. Thanks Tony, if you're listening. And thanks for all the emails asking
about my holiday. | had a long, rather boring flight home late last night but | must say | had a wonderful time.
The food was absolutely delicious and the locals we spoke to were really friendly. Shame about the weather,
which was an absolute washout, but you can’t have everything | suppose. And the kids loved it, so everyone was
happy.

Anyway, on to the first of your letters ... Sally from Liverpool is very concerned about the consequences of the
cutbacks we've been experiencing here at Radio Western, in particular whether some of our late-night music
shows could be facing the axe. 'We're force-fed a great deal of pop music throughout the day,” writes Sally, "and
some of your listeners look forward to the more niche musical genres you cover in the evening. Are these in
danger when you rearrange the schedule? Not at all Sally. In fact look out for one or two exciting new shows over
the coming weeks. We've got a brand new classical music show coming soon and the return of the ever-popular
Chris Greene with his show on international folk music. And of course there's Carol Whittaker's History of Jazz
every Friday night. Hopefully this will put your mind at rest, Sally.

John from Leicester writes in to point out that many of our guests on Talk Back and other shows seem to run
out of time before they have the chance to finish the interview. ‘It happens again and again,” writes John. ‘As the
programmes draw to a close guests get rushed and many questions go unanswered. Why don’t you offer some
kind of after-show online channel where the guest can continue answering listeners’ questions?’ | think that's a
great idea John. And as you go on to say, if it were recorded, people who don't get the chance to hear the live show
could catch up later. We'll certainly pass this one up to management. I'm sure a service like this would go down
really well on our website.
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Now Clive has a question that will be of interest to all us over-50s fans of Radio Western. Clive wants to
know why we don't feature more issues related to this age group and cater more to this group's taste in music.
As Clive explains, ‘As a regular listener I'm concerned about your age profiling. Presenters seem intent on
covering topics that appeal very much to the 30-somethings, which is great for them, but what about people of
other ages?’ Clive would like to see music shows aimed at the older generation and more on problems facing
the over-50s in our consumer affairs shows. Well Clive, we'd certainly hate to think you're feeling excluded
from our schedule. What about other listeners? Do you think we're getting it about right or is there room for

improvement?

Track 03

TEST 1 LISTENING SECTION 3

Simon: Hi Kelly. How are you?

Kelly: Fine thanks. Do you still have time to talk about our presentation?

Simon: Yeah, for sure. We need to get going on this, don’t we?

Kelly: Well, it's next Wednesday, so yes.

Simon: | thought it was Thursday.

Kelly: No that's the other group. We're doing ours the day before. I've just seen Fiona. She’s going to be
a bit late so shall we just get started?

Simon: Yes, fine. We're definitely doing it on women in education, aren’t we? | know we talked about
women in politics but are we going for education?

Kelly: Yes, that's right. Now it's not too long is it, the presentation? They said to keep it to about half an
hour. Maybe we can sort out who's doing what today.

Simon: Yes, good idea. One thing we do need to sort out is a projector and laptop. We're going to use
PowerPoint or something like that for the talk, aren’t we?

Kelly: Yes. They said we could book a projector and laptop from technical services if we needed them.
Because it's not in the lecture theatre, is it? | know there’s already one set up in there but ...

Simon: No, the lecture theatre was booked. We're in the seminar room.

Kelly: Okay. So what's the next step? We need to work out who's doing what, don’t we?

Simon: Well, we all know the subject, seeing as our last essay was on this topic.

Kelly: Yes, but we can't just stand up and ramble on; it'll need to be structured. I've got an idea. Fiona's

essay was brilliant, wasn't it? Why don’t we base the talk on that? We can always add bits here
and there if we think it needs padding out anywhere.

Simon: That's a good idea. Shall we ask her to get a copy of it for both of us?

Kelly: Yes, I'm sure she won't mind. We can always let everyone know at the start of the presentation
that it's Fiona's work. But we don't want to just read it out. That'll be really boring. It's probably
best to make notes from it so that we can improvise a bit on the day.

Simon: Why don’t we break the essay down into sections and the three of us can each take on one section.
We can all make notes on our own part and add to it where we think it needs it. That way we can
try to make it our own.

Kelly: Yes, | like it. So let's ask Fiona to start the talk off and bring it to a close. She can take on the
introduction and conclusion. | know she divided the essay into the situation for woman in the past
and then compared it to how things are now. So why don’t | take the bit on the past and you talk
about the situation for women as it is now?

Simon: Okay. If we give ourselves till the weekend to work on it we can get together on Saturday to see
how it's looking. Now what about the presentation itself? Someone will need to build that and find
images. We don't just want to fill each slide with a load of text, do we?

Kelly: No we don't. Before | forget, | can sort out the laptop and projector. I've got to go down to technical
services to get them to have a look at my laptop. They reckon they can get it to run a bit faster. But
the presentation ... who's good with computers? Do you fancy having a go?

Simon: | don't mind. But I'll wait until we've met up on Saturday just to make sure we've all got our notes.
Kelly: We'll need images, won't we? Shall we all search for our own to fit our section of the talk?
Simon: Yes, and then if you and Fiona email them to me I'll add them to the presentation.

Kelly: Right, that was easy wasn't it? And look, here comes Fiona. Let's ask her about her essay.
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Tanya:

Mark:

Tracks 03-04

LISTENING SECTION 4

Hi everyone. Today Mark has come in to talk to you about time management strategies. If you
remember, in the introductory session | told you the difference it can make to your studies so this
is an incredibly important session. Thanks Mark.

Hello. Yes, I'm Mark. | lecture over in the Business School but | have a bit of a reputation for being
rather evangelical about time management and I'm often invited in to other courses to talk about
it. So here | am!

You've now come to the end of your first week at university and you've probably noticed how
different it is from school or college. For some people this step up comes very naturally but, in
our experience, many students find this new regime a challenge. People aren’t watching over you
anywhere near as much and you're expected to be far more responsible for your own learning.
Research I've carried out shows that 65% of male students have poor time management skills. It's
not quite so high for females but still a majority of 55% would benefit from developing these skills.
Students who don’t will see their grades and general progress suffer as deadlines are missed or
work gets rushed, with a decline in the quality of work as a result.

In a nutshell, you need to be aware of the big picture, to know what’s coming down the line
at any given time and what needs prioritising. Start by creating that big picture, using our
yearly academic planner. And don't hide it away in a drawer somewhere. Give it pride of place
somewhere like on the bedroom wall so you'll have daily reminders of what's approaching.

During this first week you'll have been given seminar and lecture times, essay deadlines, exams
dates and so on. Add these dates to your planner and add any new deadlines such as seminar
presentations or tutorial dates as you get them. Those important non-academic occasions
shouldn’t be ignored either. Trips back home for family celebrations need to be factored in.

Looking at your planner, the first thing that will strike you is how much time you have on your
hands. Just a few seminars here and there, a couple of lectures on Tuesday and Thursday. Easy, you
think. But this is very misleading indeed. Your planner only looks empty because it doesn’t show
all that essential self-study you'll need to do. And as there’s no-one else structuring this time for
you you'll need to manage this yourself. You don’t want to waste those hours between lectures or
seminars in the café. Use this time to read through your lecture notes, prepare for the next seminar
or do some research for that next assignment. Essentially, structure your days on a 9-5 basis as if
you were a full-time employee and start to calculate how you're going to fill those gaps efficiently.

Start by considering how you're going to meet all these deadlines. If there are any cooks
amongst you you'll know that putting a nice meal on the table requires more than just ... well,
cooking. You need to research the ingredients, buy them, chop, slice, mix and so on. Cooking itself
is a long way into the process. It's the same with that essay you have to write or that presentation
you might have to make. They need careful planning beforehand and that time needs to be built
into your preparation. Start prioritising what needs doing and when. Download our monthly and
weekly planners to help you map it all out.

And here’s an important point: when you're planning what to do, be task-orientated rather than
time-orientated and set achievable goals. ‘Finding images for a presentation’ for example, is
measurable. Simply writing ‘research 10 a.m.-11 a.m.” isn’t. This task-orientated approach will be
immensely helpful, forcing you to break your preparation down into individual, achievable steps.

Try to assess when busy periods are likely to occur such as the week leading up to an
assignment deadline. Are there any evenings during the week you could put aside for extra work?
And, just as importantly, make a note of any times you won't want to be working. You'll need time
for you, sessions in the gym, evenings when your favourite programmes are on TV. Don't forget to
schedule in time for non-academic activities like going shopping or doing the laundry. It's best to
have a fixed time each week for jobs like these so they don't interfere with your academic work.

Finally, decide where you're going to do your self-study. Will you be distracted by the TV, the
Internet or friends if you stay in your room? Perhaps the library will be a better place. Anywhere
that encourages you to prevaricate should be avoided at all costs.

Starting with the big picture and then warking towards individual goals will leave you feeling in
control rather than being pulled here and there, firefighting as the next deadline looms ...

oWiplpbieap
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Track 05 irlanguage

TEST 1 SPEAKING PART 1

In this first part of the exam 1'd like to ask you some general questions about yourself.
Where do you live?

Is it a nice place to live?

Do you have many tourists visit your area?

Let's talk about your interests. Do you have any hobbies or interests?

Have you seen a good film recently?

How often do you go out with friends?

Track 06
TEST 1 SPEAKING PART 2

I'm going to give you a topic and I'd like you to talk about it for one to two minutes. Before you talk, you have one
minute to think about what you are going to say. You can make some notes if you wish. Here is your topic.

Track 07
TEST 1 SPEAKING PART 3

We've been talking about the subject of fame and celebrity. I'd like to discuss this subject with you with some more
questions.

Do you think being famous is a worthwhile ambition?

Who are currently some of the biggest celebrities in your country?

Do celebrities deserve the attention they get from the media?

Does fame generally bring happiness to the individual?

Do well-known people suffer a loss of personal privacy?

If you could be famous for doing something, what would it be?

Track 08

TEST 2 LISTENING SECTION 1

Seb: Hi Lydia. How was your French class?

Lydia: | enjoyed it. Francoise, the teacher, she’s really nice and friendly. What about you? You're in the
exam class, aren’t you?

Seb: Yes. It was good. There's a lot of work but | think I'm going to enjoy it. Anyway, we were going to
meet up later, weren't we? To see what the city centre’s like. Do you still want to go?

Lydia: Definitely, yes. Some of the people in my class went out last night and had a great time. Where
would you like to go? What would you like to do?

Seb: I'm not that bothered really. We could walk around for a while, do some window shopping, see
some local sights. | wouldn't mind seeing a film later in the evening if you'd like to. My host family
are cooking so | don't think I'll be hungry for a meal or anything like that. | don’t really want to stay
out too late, no clubs or anything. What about you?

Lydia: Let's just see how we feel when we get there, shall we? My teacher told me it's late night shopping
so there should be lots to do. Shall | meet you after school?

Seb: Well, | need to go back to my host family first. As | said, they're cooking me a meal and it'll be a
chance to meet all their family. Shall | come to your house when ['ve finished. You're with a host
family as well, aren’t you?

Lydia: Yes. | haven't memorised the address yet ... Wait a minute ... Where’s that card they gave me
earlier? ... Here it is. Have you got a pen?

Seb: Hang on .... Right ... yes, what is it?

Lydia: Okay, it's Mr and Mrs Andrews ... You don’t need that, do you? Here we are ... the address, it's 60
Mayweather Road. It's in Coldfield, not far from the city centre actually. My house is on the 14 bus
route. It's easy to find; it's just across the road from the police station. If you get lost, here’s the
telephone number ... 01764 38864. Shall we say about 6.00?

Seb: Okay, that'll give me time to get ready.
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TEST 2

Tutor:

Track 10
TEST 2

Tutor:
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Tracks 05-10

I'd like to find somewhere that sells paper and pens if possible.

I’'m sure you'll find somewhere. I'm hoping there’s a bookshop. The teacher has recommended a
good grammar practice book for the course.

If we've got time | could use this voucher the school gave us for a free coffee in the library café.
Oh yes, I've got one of them too. Good idea.

LISTENING SECTION 2

OK, so here were are on the first floor. The self-access centre is just along here on the left. This
room’s very popular with students and can get quite busy. When it's quiet you can come here as
often as you want but if there’s a lot of demand, such as coming up to exam time, we have to limit
sessions to make sure everyone gets a chance to use the resources.

If you'd like to follow me in. So, here we are. As you can see, it's a lovely bright room with lots
of resources to help you with your English studies. Over there against the wall we have a row of
Internet-connected computers. As you can imagine these get taken very quickly with students
wanting to check their email, Facebook, that kind of thing. Because of the demand we ask
students to try and stick to about 30 minutes maximum.

You'll need to log in with your username and password. You should have created these already
during your induction. Please do not share your details with anyone else and please make sure
you read our policy on using the Internet.

I mentioned the help desk earlier and that's it over there just past the computers in the corner.
There are usually two members of staff available to help you and these will often be teachers so if
you have any language questions that's where you can go.

Now, over there you can see the reference section. You'll find dictionaries, exam practice tests,
vocabulary and grammar books. | should point out that these books are for reference only and we
don’t offer a loan service. We are allowed to make photocopies of one or two pages so if there’s an
exercise you need a copy of ask the staff to help.

Now these computers on the oval table here, they're our high-spec PCs. You'll find programmes
to help you with your English but also opportunities to practise other languages such as Spanish,
Chinese, German; several languages in fact. Some of them require a CD-ROM ... You can collect
them from the help desk. By the way, there’s no Internet connection on these computers nor any
office software for the time being. If you want to do any word processing you'll need to use one of
the laptops we keep for this purpose. Again, see the staff if you need one of these.

Some of you were asking earlier about extra listening practice and these small rooms here are
dedicated language labs. If you want to use this resource see a member of staff to buy a set of
headphones. And finally here on the left we have two stands with our large collection of readers.
These are simplified novels by well-known British authors like Charlotte Bronté, Charles Dickens
and Shakespeare. The books are graded and you’ll find lots that will be appropriate to your level.
Unlike the reference books you can take these readers home and keep them for up to 14 days.

| think that's everything. The centre is open from 8.30 till 5.30 during the week so, as your
classes start at 9.00, those of you who get here early can use the resource before your lesson.
Although it's open all day long, it's booked by a tutor for their class now and again so you might not
be able to gain access if you have any free time during the day. It's best to ask the tutor concerned
if it's okay to pop in. Oh, and it's open on Saturday as well, just for a few hours, from 10.00 till 1.00.

LISTENING SECTION 3

Hello Jacob. Come in and take a seat. How are you finding the course?

Very good. I'm really enjoying myself.

Good. Well, I've had a look at the first draft of your assignment and it shows a great deal of
promise. How well do you think you answered the question?

I think | dealt with the task okay. | spent hours in the library reading up on the subject so | feel
confident | answered the question. I'm not sure about my Spanish though.
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Tutor: Well, for a first draft | was very happy with the content ... You've included all the important points
and you've given a very balanced argument so I'm pleased with that. | think one area you need to
work on is organisation.

Jacob: Yes, my other tutor said the same thing about anather piece of writing. My ideas weren’t organised
logically, she said.
Tutor: Well, to be fair, I think the order of your ideas here is fine. It's your paragraphing that's the

problem. If you look at this page it's difficult to actually see your organisation. Your ideas are in the
right order ... but | can’t make the organisation out very well because there aren’t any paragraphs.

Jacob: Yes, | see what you mean. Perhaps if | left a line between paragraphs it would make it clearer.

Tutor: Yes, that's an excellent idea. Have a look at paragraphs in books, magazines, newspapers ... that kind
of thing. There's no need to read everything ... Just pay attention to how paragraphs are presented.

Jacob: Okay. I'll have a look at some of my friends’ work as well. They don’t seem to have this problem.

What about the style of the writing? Is that okay? I've never really learnt how to write formally so
I'm always a bit worried about this when | write an essay.

Tutor: The register is very good Jacob, no problem at all. You've used lots of nice set expressions we'd
expect to find in a piece of writing like this and used them very naturally.

Jacob: That's good. What about my Spanish?

Tutor: Your basic grammar is okay; you haven't made many mistakes so that's good. What | would

suggest is trying to experiment more with advanced sentence structures. Yours tend to be on
the short side. That's okay when short sentences are required but sometimes combining two
sentences into one can make the essay flow more naturally.

Jacob: Have you got anything | can use to practise that? Any books or websites | could visit?

Tutor: Yes, no problem. I'll give you one of our worksheets in a minute. You can take it away and work
on it before you write your second draft. Finally, another thing you could think about is using
more advanced vocabulary. Again, the words you've used are fine but there are more advanced
synonyms that would fit more appropriately in an essay like this.

Jacob: Well I've bought a thesaurus.

Tutor: Yes, that's just what you need. As you can see, I've underlined where | think you could make changes
but | haven't suggested any synonyms. Use your thesaurus to try and find some alternatives ...

Track 11

TEST 2 LISTENING SECTION 4

Good morning. I'm here today to talk about the placement that’s offered to all Psychology students. As you all know this
takes place in the third year of the Psychology BSc. I'm here to explain a little about the placement and how the process
works. A lot of preparation’s involved in getting these placements right so you need to be thinking about this now.

Students taking up a placement year benefit immensely from the experience. To find decent employment in the
field of psychology the chances are you'll need to undertake some form of postgraduate training such as one of
our Master's courses. These courses invariably demand experience in the field you intend to study so being able to
gain this experience during your undergraduate degree is a great advantage.

There's a lot to be gained from joining the scheme. Of course it will help you identify the areas of psychology you
may or may not be interested in. And you'll develop transferable skills such as problem solving, team working,
communication skills - skills that employers demand and that graduates often lack. Also remember that the
placement will offer you networking opportunities to become acquainted with key players in your field.

Many of our students who've completed a placement year take up a position with the same employer after graduation
or after successfully completing postgraduate training. In fact many of our students from previous years now hold
influential positions in the police, the health service and the private sector as a direct result of their placements.

The placement you choose will depend very much on your own area of interest. Those of you who have a
particular interest in research can opt for a placement in a hospital unit here or abroad, working in areas of
forensic and clinical psychology. A post here can be very rewarding and allows you to contribute to qualitative and
quantitative research data and learn practical research skills you can use in your coursework.

For those who prefer hands-on experience of working with patients there are a wide range of options available.
We have links with several charitable and public-sector organisations that support stroke patients and people
recovering from serious physical trauma, for example due to motoring or industrial accidents. You will have the
opportunity to help them deal with long-term clinical treatment and pain management.
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There are several opportunities to work with addiction and rehabilitation units. The kind of experience you'll
gain here can be very wide-ranging, for example offering you the chance to observe group therapy and one-to-one
counselling sessions for anxiety and anger management classes. Students are encouraged to give their reaction
to sessions during regular team meetings, which can often be of benefit to both the student and the organisation.

For those of you interested in the application of psychology in education, we have a number of students who
take placements working with children with special educational needs. Students in the past have worked as
teaching assistants and contributed to teacher-training workshops.

There's a lot more information about this on the website including case studies written by some of our previous
students. These will give you a much wider and richer picture of our placements.

As | said earlier, you should already be giving this some serious thought. Our placement tutor, Greg Smith,
will be able to advise you about the organisations we have contacts with and we've worked with in the past. Once
you've discussed the opportunities available we ask you to contact the organisation concerned to investigate
potential positions and to arrange an interview. Your personal tutor will be able to help you with updating your CV
and interview skills.

During the enrolment process you'll have been notified of the need to obtain a CRB check. In cases where
you're working with vulnerable people it's a legal requirement that you've had a Criminal Records Bureau check
carried out. Without this we won't be able to approve the placement. If you haven’t yet arranged this you must
notify the placement officer of this during your first meeting. He’ll give you the necessary paperwork to make your
application. Once you have the certificate, please supply a photocopy to the placement officer.

Track 12
TEST 2 SPEAKING PART 1

In this first part of the exam I'd like to ask you some general questions about yourself.
How long have you been studying English?

Do you enjoy learning another language?

What subjects do / did you enjoy studying at school?

Let's talk about travel. Have you been on holiday recently?

What is your favourite form of transport?

Where would you like to spend a two-week holiday if you could go anywhere?

Track 13
TEST 2 SPEAKING PART 2

I'm going to give you a topic and I'd like you to talk about it for one to two minutes. Before you talk, you have one
minute to think about what you are going to say. You can make some notes if you wish. Here is your topic.

Track 14
TEST 2 SPEAKING PART 3

We’ve been talking about the subject of hobbies and interests. |'d like to discuss this subject with you with some
more questions.

What are the benefits of having a hobby or an interest?

Do hobbies change from generation to generation?

In what ways can hobbies or interests bring people together?

Are there any hobbies that can lead to work in the same area?

Has the use of technology in the home led to a decline in hobbies?

Are some people put off taking up some hobbies because of the cost involved?

Track 15

TEST 3 LISTENING SECTION 1

Debbie: Good afternoon, Hartline Car Insurance. How can | help you?
Liam: Hello. I'd like to speak to someone about car insurance.
Debbie: Certainly sir. Can | take your name please?

Liam: {'s Liam. Liam Byrd.
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Okay Mr Byrd. Is the policy for you?

Yes, | bought the car last night. It's still with the original owner though ... until | get the insurance
sorted out. Will | be able to do this over the phone now?

Of course sir. If you have all the information we need to process the application, we should be able
to sort it out for you immediately. Could you tell me the make and model Mr Byrd.

Yes, it's a Ford Fiesta.

And can | have the registration number please?

Yes, it's 3R1T JTW.

Okay ... | can see it's a 2002 model, is that right?

That's right, yes.

And what's the current mileage Mr Byrd?

Very high unfortunately! 90,000 miles.

Okay. It's obviously very reliable!

Hopefully, yes.

And how many miles will you be driving per year?

Erm, probably about 6,000 a year.

Okay. And where will the car be kept overnight?

Well, | don’t have a garage or a driveway so it’ll be on the road.

Okay, nearly there. When would you like the policy to be effective from? Immediately | suppose?
Yes. I'm hoping to drive the car home this evening so could | be covered from today?

Yes, that's fine. Now, do you want fully comprehensive cover or third party fire and theft?

Just third party fire and theft. it's only an old car.

And how much no claims bonus have you got, sir?

6 years.

Okay. Have you decided to take up any of our additional cover options? We have legal cover, for a
small fee each month. And we can offer a very competitive rate for driver injury insurance or—
No, no thanks ... Sorry but I've already looked through what's available on your website and how
much it all costs. I've got breakdown cover with another company and the car comes with a spare
set of keys so | should be okay there. I'd like to take out the 14-day courtesy car though, and keep
my no claims bonus ... so I'll protect that and I'd like to have the windscreen cover as well.

Okay Mr Byrd. So that's third party fire and theft, with additional cover for a courtesy car,
protected no claims bonus and windscreen cover. That comes to £425. We'll need to see proof of
your no claims bonus. Can you send this to us?

Yes, no problem at all.

Okay, | just need your payment details and | can process this for you.

So can | have your full name please?

It's Liam Byrd. That's B-Y-R-D.

And your address?

35 Bottiville Crescent, Birmingham, B56 1ED.

And your date of birth?

The 11" of November 1969.

And your telephone number Mr Byrd?

0121 677 9887.

How will you be paying Mr Byrd? By credit card?

By debit card if that's OK.

Yes, that's fine. What kind of card is it?

It's a Visa card.

Okay. Can you give me the full number that runs across the centre of the card?

Yes, it's 2337 4006 2005 1551.

And the three-digit security number on the reverse of the card?

Okay ... hang on ... Yes, it's 426.

Thank you. Finally, can | just ask how you got to hear about our company?

Yes, sure. | found you on the Internet.

Thanks. Okay, your payment has been processed successfully. You're now covered Mr Byrd. Would
you like us to send your documents to you or are you happy to download them from the website?
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Would you mind posting them to me please? I'd like a paper copy and my printer’s not working.
No problem Mr Byrd.

LISTENING SECTION 2

Welcome back to B.U.R.S., your independent student union radio station. We're looking at some
of the incredible feats one or two of you have been up to during your summer break. I'm with
Katherine who's going to tell us about her successful climb of one of the most iconic mountains in
the world — Mont Blanc. Katherine, tell us a little about your achievement.

Well, actually it was the second time I've reached the summit - the first was in 2007, the year
before | came to university. People are often surprised to hear how popular the mountain is with
climbers - I've read somewhere over 30,000 people attempt the climb each year and around 200
people a day summit during the summer season so it's very crowded up there. Unfortunately it's
also potentially very dangerous. In July 2007, the month before | did my first climb, the death toll
reached 30, mainly due to bad weather conditions. The sheer number of people can cause falling
rocks, which only adds to the danger.

So why did you do the same climb twice? And was it easier the second time around?

In many ways they were totally different experiences. The first time | went as part of an organised
group. There were about 20 of us and we took four days to summit. It was much more of a
sociable experience compared to the second climb. This year | decided to go solo with just one
overnight stop. | felt more confident having already summited once and | wanted to face the
challenge of being in control. Actually, you're never really alone - there are other climbers and
groups around all the time but | suppose being alone made me feel more intrepid. The first climb
was quite difficult as the weather was very changeable and we found ourselves climbing in very
cold, windy conditions. We were in a group so we offered each other encouragement but it was
still very difficult. The weather this time was wonderful. Plus | also spent a few days beforehand
in Chamonix and acclimatised myself more to the altitude - this certainly made it easier. You can
achieve the same thing by climbing some of the smaller peaks in the area first but | wanted a
more leisurely start. It was fantastic. | thoroughly enjoyed it.

Did your experiences on the first climb help you the second time around? I'm wondering if you
have any useful advice for others planning on doing something similar.

Well, because the climb’s becoming so popular | think people don't always give it the respect

it deserves. And I'm not talking here about the physical condition you need to be in to take on a
challenge like this or having the right equipment. That goes without saying. | think what took me
by surprise more than anything else was the extreme weather conditions, even in the summer.
For those who want to summit in a single day or two the climb will often start early in the morning
so you'll need to make sure you're wearing enough layers to protect yourself from the cold and
wind. You'll be glad of this when you hit queues and find yourself standing around waiting to move
on. Then at the other extreme around midday you must make sure you're fully protected from the
sun or you're likely to get very badly burnt. Whether you climb alone, in a group or a with a guide,
that will depend on your own experience but however you decide to go it's essential that you take
your time and get used to the altitude.

Okay, many thanks for taking the time to come in and tell us all about it!

LISTENING SECTION 3

Elaine. Have you seen the exam timetable? They've just put it up on the department noticeboard.
Yeah, I've just come from there. | must be honest, I'd put the thought of exams to the back of my
mind. Now the dates are there it all seems a little scary. Have you been revising much?

No, not really. We've got a month so I'm going to really get going on it now. Why don't we try and
work together?

Yes, let's meet a few times a week. | don’t like working on my own; | never seem to be able to
focus properly. What about Tuesday and Thursday? Oh no ... | have a late seminar on Tuesday.
Monday and Thursday? What about that?
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Yes, that'll be okay. How do you go about revising? Have you got any tips?

Well, our tutor said we shouldn't start background reading or writing notes until we're clear in our
mind what we need to revise. He said start with a revision timetable so we know what to revise
and when.

That sounds sensible. Then we can use the timetable to work independently ... It'll help us to
make sure we're both working on the same subjects ... We can make that the first thing to do in
our first session - write up a timetable.

Okay. | reckon the kinds of things we can do on our own in between meetings are things like
arranging our materials - lecture and seminars notes, handouts, feedback from our tutors, that
kind of thing. If we arrange all these by subject, according to the timetable, it will help us get
organised.

Good idea. Once we have all the content | suppose we could make notes based on past exam
papers. We had a talk about note taking in one of the seminars. They reckon you shouldn’t copy
word for word. It helps to learn things if you paraphrase main points. And don't just copy loads of
facts either ... try to get a feel for the main arguments or theories and match any facts to these.

| also like using mind maps or spidergrams when | make notes. |t means you can put down a lot
of information but so that it's nicely organised. It also means you can add new notes after. And
bullet points ... they really help you focus on main points rather than trying to link them together
in sentences.

We also need to remember to make a note of where the information comes from - the author,
publisher that kind of thing.

That's really important ... otherwise when you're writing the assignment you can never remember
where you got a particular quote from.

| know | said earlier about testing each other when we get together but, now | think about it, do
you think it would be a better idea to talk through our notes on a particular subject, have a kind
of discussion between ourselves? We could use the questions in the past papers to base the
discussion on.

Yes, so basically the timetable can be a discussion schedule. Then after each session we could go
away and do a timed essay on the subject ... maybe swap and mark each other’s essays. That's a
good way to learn, | think; critique each other’s work.

Great idea. So we'll start next Monday with the timetable ...

LISTENING SECTION 4

Okay everyone. This week it's the turn of Carol to talk about the progress of her research project.
Over to you Carol.

Thanks. Yes, hello everybody. I'm going to talk about something called ‘shared space” and the
research I'm in the process of carrying out into people’s attitudes to this as it might affect them in
their local community.

First I'd best explain what shared space is. In essence, shared space is an approach to urban
design that attempts to open up main street junctions more to pedestrians by reducing the
dominance of motor vehicles. It's a form of planning associated with a Dutch road traffic engineer
called Hans Monderman, who believed that by sharing the space available drivers become more
aware of pedestrians and drive more carefully. Pedestrians are able to move more freely in this
shared space and the number of accidents is reduced.

Shared space design is usually employed in urban centres where pedestrians congregate, such
as in shopping areas. It usually results in demarcations between vehicle traffic and pedestrians
being reduced or removed altogether. This includes features like kerbs, road surface markings
and traffic signs. There are many examples of shared space in operation abroad and in the UK, for
example in Kensington High Street in London and Giles Circus in Ipswich.

In addition to a decline in accidents, those in favour of shared space also claim additional
benefits such as a reduction in unsightly street furniture like signs and metal guard rails,
which can be replaced with more trees, planters, seating areas, and other aesthetic
improvements determined by local people. With these urban centres easier to get around
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in, supporters claim that people are more inclined to shop there and as a consequence the
centre can become a more thriving area for local people and businesses. Here are some
before-and-after photographs of shared space developments to give you an idea of what it
looks like ...

Despite all its advantages, shared space is opposed by various interest groups. Some motorist
organisations claim that the system means drivers lose important information through the
reduction of signage. Those representing blind people argue that removing features such as
kerbs, railings and barriers between pavements and roads takes away familiar support and
means this group of people cannot negotiate their way as easily as other road users. Cyclist
representatives have also criticised some aspects of the scheme arguing that despite benefits
some cyclists feel more bullied by motorists and consequently less safe. Supporters of shared
space themselves also point out that a lack of experience and understanding of shared space by
planners can lead to negative experiences for all these groups.

To carry out my research | approached a local campaigning group in my area who are interested
in adopting shared space in our local shopping centre. | discovered that they were very keen to
get feedback from local residents on shared space and because of the experience I'd gained in
research methods they were keen for me to construct a questionnaire for them. The focus group
have a website and an active social media presence and they decided that the questionnaire will
be available as an online survey. Hard-copy questionnaires will also be used for face-to-face
interviews. There were plans to leave paper questionnaires in the local library but this is still
under discussion. Interviews using the questionnaires will be carried out with pedestrians in the
area itself. The group don’t have the resources to deliver additional questionnaires to the homes
of local residents so this option was dropped.

We have met on several occasions to agree on the data the focus group need. I've pointed out
that, if they want valid results, the questions must be totally unbiased and not in any way loaded to
encourage participants to give the ‘preferred’ answer. Also we mustn’t assume that participants
have sufficient information to answer these questions. We're currently looking into how we can
best present the concept of shared space during interviews.

I've designed some of the questionnaire and I'd just like to spend a few minutes going through it
with you. I'd be grateful for any feedback you have ...

SPEAKING PART 1

In this first part of the exam I'd like to ask you some general questions about yourself.
Are you currently studying at a school or college?

Why are you taking the IELTS exam?

What do you hope to do after you finish your studies?

Let’'s talk about food. What kind of food do you like to eat?

Can you cook?

Are there any regional specialities in your country you would recommend to visitors?

Track 20
TEST 3

SPEAKING PART 2

I’'m going to give you a topic and I'd like you to talk about it for one to two minutes. Before you talk, you have one
minute to think about what you are going to say. You can make some notes if you wish. Here is your topic.
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SPEAKING PART 3

We've been talking about personal possessions. I'd like to discuss this subject with you with some more questions
Do our important possessions these days tend to be technology based?

What kind of possessions often have sentimental value?

Does the advertising industry lead to us buying things we don’t really need?
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How should parents deal with demands from their children for things they have seen advertised?
Are we happier the more things we own?
Is there anything you don’t have that you would like to buy?
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LISTENING SECTION 1

Good morning, how can | help you?

Yes, hello. I'm going away on holiday next month and | was wondering if you could give me some
advice about traveller’s cheques.

Yes, of course. Where are you off to? Anywhere nice?

To France, to Paris for a week.

Ooh, lovely! So how many cheques would you like to order?

Well, before | do, are they the best option, traveller's cheques?

Well, they're certainly safer than taking cash. If they get lost or stolen they can be replaced,
usually within 24 hours. It's a good idea to have a small amount of cash though, for snacks and
taxis, that sort of thing.

Yes, that’s what | was thinking. What about my credit card? Are there any charges for using it
abroad?

No, it's debit cards that get charged for ATM withdrawals not credit cards. And remember
anything you buy with the card might be covered by insurance so if something you buy turns out to
be faulty or—

So it's probably a good idea to do all three then - traveller’s cheques, credit card ... some cash,
yes?

Yes. So how many traveller's cheques would you like?

| was thinking about £300. How long will they take to arrive?

It depends. If you order before 2.30 between Monday and Thursday you'll have them the next day
by 10.00 a.m. in the branch or if we post them to you, you'll have them by 5.00 p.m.

Oh, but | was hoping | could order them today?

That’s okay. Orders taken anytime on Saturday will be here in the branch at 10.00 a.m. on Tuesday
or delivered to your home by Tuesday at 1.30.

Okay, that's alright. | don’t mind waiting until then. Can | order them now?

Yes. Have you got an account with us?

Yes. Here's my credit card.

Thanks. Let’s just log in and | can place an order for you. Could you confirm your date of birth?
15" of the 3, 1975. What's the commission on the cheques, by the way?

It's 1.5 per cent. That's pretty standard, | think you’ll find.

And what happens if | don’t spend them all. Will | be able to bring them back?

Yes, no problem. We buy them back and there are no additional charges or conditions of return. So
would you like me to go ahead and place an order?

Yes. Yes please.

Will you be coming in to collect them?

I 'don’t think I'll have the chance to come into the branch on Tuesday. Could you send them to my
house?

No problem. Can | just check your address? 54 Tavistock Road?

Yes, that’s right.

Postcode CB1 3LR?

That's it, yes.

Okay. So that's £300-worth of traveller's cheques.

Yes please.

Now what about Euros? Would you like to order any?

No. No thank you. | still have some at home from the last holiday. | forgot to change them at the
airport when we got back. | was going to give them to our daughter but I'll treat myself for a
change | think.
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Good idea. So, £300 in traveller's cheques. Could | ask you to sign here to confirm the order? ...
Thank you. Okay. That's done for you. Your cheques will be with you by 1.30 Tuesday. Someone will

need to be at home to sign for them. Will that be okay?
Yes. I'll be at work but my husband will be in. Is that okay? .
Yes, that's fine. Have a lovely holiday! I .
LISTENING SECTION 2 :
Welcome to our monthly podcast for overseas students planning to study in the UK. This month
we're looking at how to make your money last longer whilst studying here. And to help us find
some bargains | have Jenny Lubeck from the student union. Jenny, students are renowned for
being hard up but there are lots of savings to be made, aren’t there?

Well, as soon as students start their course at university or college they’'ll be able to buy their NUS
extra card. This will enable them to get a wide range of discounts on essentials like books, clothes
and eating out. The card only costs about £12 for one year and for about the same amount you can
include an ISIC card. The ISIC is an internationally recognised discount card for full-time students.
Discount offerings vary and usually include things like travel, guidebooks, music, eating out - that
kind of thing. Students are told all about this when they start their studies but if your listeners
want to find out more about these cards before they arrive I've put some details of websites on the
podcast page.

Now travel costs can mount up for students, can’t they? | know the ISIC card is useful here but are
there any other things students should be aware of?

Understandably lots of overseas students like to take the opportunity to travel around the country
whilst they're in the UK and for this reason I'd strongly recommend they invest in a Young Person's
railcard. To be eligible you need to be between 16 and 25 ... mature students over the age of 25 can
also apply so long as they're in full-time education. You can buy a one-year or three-year card, and
it gives you a third off rail journeys across the UK. The card also gives you access to competitions
and things like theatre discounts and holiday offers. At the moment, a one-year card costs £28,
and it's £65 for a three-year card.

And what about buses?

Erm, well, as well as the railcard, it's also more than likely the local bus operators will offer
discounted bus travel with their own travel cards. These aren’t aimed specifically at students but
can still save you a lot of money if you use the buses regularly. You can usually get these cards

for a week, a month, a term or a whole year with bigger savings the longer the period. Another
advantage of these cards is that as well as making it cheaper to commute to and from university
you'll also find them very handy free transport whenever you need to do some shopping or visit
friends in your area.

Are there any cultural things that students coming to the UK might not be aware of that can save
them money?

Some overseas students are surprised by the amount of recycling that goes on in the UK and
how much money can be saved in the process. They'll be a roaring trade in used coursebooks

in the student union on campus. Lots of students who were on the same course as you the year
before will be selling their books at the end of their course - they'll be a lot cheaper than buying
them new. Off campus you'll find lots of charity shops in your local town centre with a good
selection of novels and you'll often get some really nice clothes, CDs and DVDs that people have
donated and all at very cheap prices. Of course, shopping in this way means you're contributing
to a worthwhile cause as well. And check your local paper frequently for car boot sales. Car
boot sales are a very British style of market where private individuals come together to sell
home and garden goods. In fact they're a great way of recycling some of your own unwanted
stuff and can help you make some money in the process. Finally there are websites and mailing
lists where local people offer up items they no longer want, for free - as long as you agree to
collect them ...
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Hi everyone. | know you have lots of questions about the college intranet - my inbox is full of
messages! | thought it would be quicker and more useful to come in and talk to you rather than
respond to all the messages. I'm happy to answer or try and answer any guestions you have -
about how to use it, when we'll be making things available online ... I'm the ICT champion for the
department so hopefully I'tl be able to help. Yes Mark - fire away.

Can you tell us when the assignments are going to be put online?

If you're talking about your second assignment, that should be on atready. | uploaded it last
Monday .... Wait a minute - let me check the schedule ... Here we are ... No, tell a lie - it was the
following day, the 14", Tuesday 14™ October. Have you logged into the intranet yet?

No. If the assignment's there I'll download it after we've finished. Are you putting all the
assignments up?

Yes. I've been waiting for your subject tutors to email them to me. As soon as | have them all I'll
put them online. There's a deadline of 24" November ... all course assignments need to be online
by then. That's college policy for all staff so they'll be there then for sure.

Will there be anything else? Timetables, trip information ... that kind of thing? Only there wasn't
much online for our course last term.

| know. But we're making more of an effort this time. We'll be releasing your marks for the first
assignment soon - that'll be 17" November. You'll find them in your "My Grades’ area. Again, the
timetables are already there, Mark. You need to log in! | made these available at the beginning of
term in September. According to the schedule here, the booking forms for those who want to go
on the Belgium trip will be available next week on 29'" October, so don’t forget to check then. You
need to get these back to us quickly if you want to go ... the trip’s coming up soon, isn't it? Let’s
see ... yes 19" November. Now, remember there are lots of learning materials on the intranet as
well ... quizzes, weblinks ...

Sir, wouldn't it be easier if we were just given the documents ... so we don't have to go online to
get them?

| know it seems a little frustrating Claire but we're doing it this way for a good reason. We're trying
to cut down drastically on the amount of paper we get through. I'm afraid that students are always
losing documents we give out in class so we've decided to stop doing this. You have a limited
printing allowance, which means you'll probably be more careful with any documents you have to
print off. Besides, it means you'll always know where the information is when you need it. If you're
at home and you forget an important date or need a document urgently you can always log in to
the intranet and get it.

You said something about quizzes sir ...

Yes, we've had permission from the exam board to put some of their past papers online in an
interactive form. That means you'll be able to get answers immediately with some feedback ...
They'll make a nice change from using the paper copies. Most of them are already online and I'll
be putting the rest on over the next couple of weeks. As | said, these are authentic past papers
so you'll get a really clear idea of your progress. Just to let you know, the technology tracks your
scores so your tutors will be able to tell who's having problems and what areas of the syllabus you
might need help with, so it's definitely worth spending some time doing them.

LISTENING SECTION 4 Olylula':‘iep

Good afternoon. Today we're continuing our investigation into obesity. We've looked at several factors causing
obesity including lack of exercise and a general sedentary lifestyle and the role the media plays in promoting the
consumption of high-calorific food. In the coming weeks we’ll go on to examine serious eating disorders such as
anorexia nervosa and bulimia nervosa.

The decline in format eating times within the family and the subsequent increase in the degree of ‘snacking’
that takes place have had a significant effect on obesity. Today we're going to turn our attention to an example
of this, what has been termed "‘emotional hunger’ or ‘'emotional eating’, as opposed to the consumption of food
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Tracks 24-28

to satisfy a physical need. Studies have uncovered how our emotional state can lead to us eating more than we
physically need. It was originally believed that negative emotions brought on through depression or anxiety were
the main cause of this. But it is now acknowledged that positive emotions can have a similar effect on our eating
habits.

Not everyone is susceptible to emotional eating, and even those who do suffer have highly individual symptoms.
However, there are common themes. It seems that people who are already overweight are more susceptible to
emotional eating when suffering negative emotions than those who are underweight. Equally, excessive eating of
this kind can happen during or after happy events, when larger meals than normal tend to be eaten.

So what are the signs that someone is eating to satisfy an emotional stimulus? Well, there are several
differences between emotional and physical hunger.

Those experiencing emotional hunger will feel the urge to eat all of a sudden. This compares to the gradual
sensation of hunger that occurs with a physical stimulus.

Interestingly, and I'm sure many of you will recognise this, when you're eating to satisfy an emotional need for
food, the craving will often be for a specific item like a pizza or something sweet like ice cream. In this kind of
situation, nothing else will really satisfy the craving. When the urge to eat is driven by a physical need, you're far
less bothered about what you eat.

Emotional hunger makes the individual feel the craving must be satisfied immediately by whatever the specific
kind of food is. I'm sure we've all experienced that feeling: ‘| must have some chocolate ... now!" In contrast, the
need to satisfy sensations of physical hunger seems less urgent.

Emotional eaters will carry on eating even when they're full. A person eating to satisfy a physical hunger will be
more likely to stop.

Finally and probably not surprisingly, feelings of guilt often follow emotional eating but not when eating
normally.

This has serious consequences for those working with patients suffering with obesity. One way to deal with this
is to educate sufferers into understanding the different symptoms of physical and emotional hunger and to try to
help them identify the pressure points during a typical day when daily stresses occur. Being conscious of one’s
eating habits is the first step in dealing with the problem.

Track 26
TEST 4 SPEAKING PART 1

In this first part of the exam I'd like to ask you some general questions about yourself.
Do you come from a large family?

Have you got a favourite relative?

How often do you get to see your wider family?

Let's talk about work. Do you have any definite career ambitions?

How easy is it to find work where you live?

If you could do any job you liked, what would it be?

Track 27

TEST 4 SPEAKING PART 2

I’m going to give you a topic and I'd like you to talk about it for one to two minutes. Before you talk, you have one
minute to think about what you are going to say. You can make some notes if you wish. Here is your topic.

Track 28
TEST 4 SPEAKING PART 3

We've been talking about the subject of places we would like to live. I'd like to discuss this subject with you with
some more questions.

What is it about a place that makes it feel like home?

Is it important to live close to your relatives?

What are the main reasons people decide to move to another location?

What are the kind of things a family looks for when deciding where to live?

Why do some people choose to leave their own country and live abroad?

Do you think people who want to move to another country have a realistic idea of what it will be like?
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Listening and Reading answer key

TEST1 Listening

Section 1 Questions 1-10
1623 6C
2 Tomas 7B
3 17624 8 A
4 International 9B
5 August 10 A

Section 2 Questions 11-20
11,12&13 IN ANY ORDER  History of Jazz

A 17 B

E 18 C

F 19&20 IN EITHER ORDER
14,15&16 IN ANY ORDER B
classical music show C

international folk music

Section 3 Questions 21-30
21 Wednesday 25 (the) seminar room

22 women in education 26 C
23 half an hour / 27 B
30 minutes 28 A
24 projector and laptop/ 29 B
computer 30 A

Section 4 Questions 31-40

31C 37 B

32 A 38,39&40 IN ANY ORDER

33 B B

34 C D

35 A E

36C

TEST1 Reading

Passage 1 Questions 1-12
1 FALSE 78

2 FALSE 8 competition
3 TRUE 9 extinction of
4 E 10 land

5D 11 not known
6 G 12 B

Passage 2 Questions 13-29

130 16 B
14 C 17 F
15 A 18 E

19D 25 risk

20D 26 accident
21C 27 ambitions
22D 28 political

23 B 29 (space) race

24 business model

Passage 3 Questions 30-40

30 vii 36 B
31 i 37 €
321 38C
33v 39 A
34 iv 40 B
35C

TEST 2 Listening

i3

Section 1 Questions 1-10

1B 6 police station
2B 7 38864

3€ 8 A

4 60 9 bookshop
514 10 (library) café

Section 2 Questions 11-20

15 17 set/ pair of

12 A headphones

13C 18 14 days / 2 weeks
14 B 19 5.30

15B 20 booked / reserved
16 C

Section 3 Questions 21-30

21 B 26 sentence structures
22 A 27 short

23 B 28 A

24 A 29 C

25 set expressions 30 F

Section 4 Questions 31-40

31B 38 to arrange
32 A 39 a legal requirement
33B 40 the placement officer /
34 A Greg Smith
35,36&37 IN ANY ORDER

B

D

E
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TEST 2 Reading

Passage 1 Questions 1-12

1 iii

2 v

3 vii

4 viii

5 i

6 TRUE

7 FALSE
8 TRUE
9 TRUE
10 NOT GIVEN
11 FALSE

12¢C

Passage 2 Questions 13-29

13 mathematical
14 damage

15 from birth

16 learning

17 TRUE

18 FALSE

19 FALSE

20 NOT GIVEN
21 TRUE

22 TRUE
23D
24 A
25 B
26 C
27 C
28 D
29 A

Passage 3 Questions 30-40

30 B
31E
32D
33A
34 C
35A

36D
37C
38 C
390D
40 C

TEST 3 Listening

Section 4 Questions 31-40

31C 378

32 A 38&39 IN EITHER ORDER
338 A

34D C

35A 40 A

36 C

TEST3 Reading

Section 1 Questions 1-10

1 JTW

2 90,000

3 on the road

4 fire and theft

5,6&7 IN ANY ORDER
B

D
G
8 B56 1ED
9 debit card / Visa card
10 on the Internet

Section 2 Questions 11-20

11 30,000

12 200

13 bad weather
(conditions)

14 falling rocks

15C

16 A

17 A

18,19&20 IN ANY ORDER
C
D
F

Section 3 Questions 21-30

21 Monday and Thursday

22 [a) [revision) timetable

23 arranging [their]
materials

24 word for word

25 facts

26 (nicely) organised

27 key points

28 author and publisher
29 C

308B

Practice Tests for IELTS

Passage 1 Questions 1-12

1 contains 7F
2 water fell 8 E
3 two metres 9D
4 basement 10 A
5B 16
6 H 12 C

Passage 2 Questions 13-27

13 FALSE 21D

14 NOT GIVEN 22 C

15 TRUE 23 reduced
16 TRUE 24 endurance
17 NOT GIVEN 25 maintaining
18 B 26 burnt

19D 27 production
20D

Passage 3 Questions 28-40
28 ix 33C 38 A
29 iv 34 A 398
30 vi 358 40 B
31v 36 A
32 37A

TEST 4 Listening

Section 1 Questions 1-10

1 24 hours 6 anytime

2 snacks and taxis 7 1.30

3 debit card 8 A

4 2.30 9A

5 5(.00) 08B

Section 2 Questions 11-20

11C 18 C
12 full time 19 B
13 5 off / one third off 20 A

14 holiday offers

15 £65

16&17 IN EITHER ORDER
B
C



Section 3 Questions 21-30

21 (the) second 26 A

assignment 27 B
22 24" November 28 A
23 17" November 29 C

24 (the) booking forms 30C
25 19" November

Section 4 Questions 31-40

31 formal eating 36 P
32 emotional state 37E
33 positive and negative 38 P
34 overweight 39P
35E 40 C

TEST 4 Reading

Passage 1 Questions 1-16

1 FALSE 9H
2 TRUE 10D
3 TRUE MnFr
4 NOT GIVEN 12 A
5 FALSE 13 B
6 TRUE 14 E
7 EALSE 15C
8 TRUE 16 G

Passage 2 Questions 17-27

17C 21 F 25E
18D 22 B 26 B
19 A 23 F 27C
20 E 24 G

Passage 3 Questions 28-40
28 (tropical] storms 35 [massive) skyscraper

29 flooding 36 C
30 coastal erosion 37C
3129 cm 38 B
32 lake bed 39D
33 water [reserve) 40 B
34 mouth
GENERAL TRAINING TEST A
Reading
Section 1 Questions 1-13
1B 6D
2C 7C
3 A 8 TRUE
4L B 9 FALSE
5A 10 TRUE

Answer key

11 FALSE 13 FALSE

12 NOT GIVEN

Section 2 Questions 14-26

14 FALSE 211
15 FALSE 22 iii
16 TRUE 23 vii
17 FALSE 24 ix
18 NOT GIVEN 25 i
19 TRUE 26 v
20 FALSE

Section 3 Questions 27-40

27 i 32v 37 A
28 viii 33 vi 38 B
29 iii 34 vii 39C
30 iv 35B 40 B
31 ix 36D

GENERAL TRAINING TESTB
Reading

Section 1 Questions 1-13

1 FALSE £100

2 TRUE £150

3 NOTGIVEN 10 favourite panto(mime)

4 FALSE characters

5 TRUE 11 the (general) public

6 FALSE 12 direct debit

7 paying for / affording/ 13 extra/ more /
financing additional

8&9 IN EITHER ORDER

Section 2 Questions 14-26
14,15&16 IN ANYORDER 20D

A 21

C 22 vii

E 23 ix
17 C 24 v
18 C 25 viii
19 A 26 iii

Section 3 Questions 27-40

27 FALSE 35 cultural hero

28 FALSE 36 |historical) patterns
29 TRUE 378B

30 NOT GIVEN 38 A

31 TRUE 39 C

32 TRUE 40 A

33 (wood) carvers
34 (the] [village)
craftsmen
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Writing: model answers

Test 1 Task 1 oWiplgUieapy

The table shows the changes in household types in Great Britain at 10-year intervals from 1971 to 2001 and again in 2007.

There has been a steady increase in households without children during this period. One-person households
doubled from 6% in 1971 to 12% in 2007, whilst the percentage of couples with no children rose from 19% in 1971 to
23% in 1991 and to 25% in 2001. However, this figure levelled out in 2007. Even bigger changes have occurred when
it comes to couples with dependent children. This category shrank from 52% in 1971 to 36% in 2007. In contrast, the
percentage of lone parents trebled over the same period, rising from 4% in 1971 to 12% in 2007. The percentage of
families with non-dependent children has remained more stable: 10% in 1971, rising only 1% over the next 20 years
before falling to 9% in 2001.

In conclusion, the table shows definite patterns of change within the British family over the past 40 years, in
particular the decline in the traditional model of one couple with dependent children.

Test 1 Task 2

It is certainly true that, taken as a whole, the tourist industry generates huge sums of money for the global economy.
Moreover, the local economies of resorts around the world are often dependent on the influx of visitors every

year, particularly with regards to local employment. My own country welcomes huge numbers of overseas visitors
annually, and a significant number of people are employed in the hotel industry as a result.

However, it is sometimes argued that a significant share of the money generated goes not to the local economy

but to the multinational companies that supply the transport to and from the destination and the hotel chains and
shopping outlets that offer hospitality to these visitors. Critics also point to the negative effect of tourism on local
culture. The way of life of indigenous people can often be undermined by developments that prioritize the needs

of the visiting tourist. Finally there is the widespread effect of tourism on the environment. The arrival of huge
numbers of tourists can be a drain on scarce local resources such as water, food and energy. Pollution, both through
an increase in passenger flights and the local waste generated at the tourist destination, is another environmental
concern. Then of course there is the physical impact on the landscape and ecosystem of large-scale construction.

Nonetheless, it is probably wrong to claim the problems are being ignored. The growth in sustainable tourism

is evidence that people are aware of the impact they are having and are keen to contribute to a more positive
experience, for themselves as well as for local people and the environment. As the market tends to determine how
things develop, we can only hope that the demand for this form of responsible tourism continues to grow.

Test 2 Task 1

The bar charts compare the growth in holders of full car driving licences by age and sex between 1975 and 2006.

By 2006 the percentage of male licence holders peaked at just over 90% at ages 50-59 and over 85% for all ages
from 30 to 9. Compared to 1975/76, there was a slight decrease in the percentage for males at ages 21-29, whilst
the increases in certain other categories were slight: about 1% for the 17-20 and 30-39 categories, for example.
Increases were more significant for older age groups, with the 70+ category doubling.

For females, in comparison, the increase over the 30-year period has been far greater amongst all age groups. For
example, while just over 80% of males in the 40-49 category held a driving licence in 1975/76, rising to almost 90% in
2006, the percentage of women in the same category more than doubled, from just below 40% in 1975/76 to almost
80% in 2006. The percentage of women licence holders between 60 and 69 has more than trebled to over 60%, and
the figure for the over-70s has increased by approximately six times to 30%.
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These figures appear to show that the numbers of female and elderly licence holders have increased in line with
their greater economic independence over this period.

Test 2 Task 2

The emergence of new technology over recent years has brought a wealth of learning opportunities into the
home or workplace. Powerful computers aligned with the Internet mean that students can access websites
and podcasts, and enter into even live communication with other students from around the world through video
conferencing technologies. This, along with the explosion of freely available learning content should mean

that students choosing to study English on a self-study basis have all the opportunities they need to progress.
However, is this really the case?

One of the benefits of studying formally as part of a small group or class is that the school will have a system

in place to manage the learning process. Each teacher will be required to follow a syllabus and will try to make
sure that all the necessary content and skills are covered, and in the best order to facilitate learning. However,
students working independently will often not have access to this expertise and will be left alone to organise
their own learning. This might have serious consequences for students working to a tight deadline, for example,
with an intention of passing an exam. Will they spend too long on practice tests and not enough time on learning
exam strategies? Will they have an appreciation of how best to develop their English skills generally? Knowing
what is required and when to learn it is probably something that the teacher has a better awareness of than the
student.

To sum up, a great deal can be learnt independently and the main requirements for success are always motivation
and hard work, qualities that the self-study student often possesses in abundance. However, | do feel that an
experienced teacher can offer students a structure to their studies that will mean they spend their time more
efficiently and effectively than when they study on their own.

Test 3 Task 1

This bar chart examines people’s perceptions of being a victim of crime compared to the actual risks involved over
two periods, 2009/10 and 2010/11.

For all three crime types, the fear of being a victim is far greater than the likelihood of becoming one. The highest
figures relate to car crime and show that, during both periods, around 4% of the population were victims, with a very
slight decline in 2010/11. In contrast, the fear of being a victim of this crime was recorded at about 21% in 2009/10,
falling to approximately 17% in 2010/11. The perceived threat from the other two crimes, burglary and violent crime,
were roughly the same over both periods: just over 15% in 2009/10, falling to about 13% in 2010/11. However, in both
cases the real risk was far lower at between 2.5 and 3% for burglary and violent crime.

However, figures for the perception of the threat of crime have shown a marked fall in all three cases over the two-
year period, falling by 2-4%. This may show that people are gaining a more realistic view.

Test 3 Task 2

Despite vast improvements in the position of women in society over the past half a century, we are still some way
from achieving gender equality. Women who were around in the 1960s or 70s are surely struck by the significant
improvements in the lives of women in the twenty-first century. However, they must also find familiar evidence of
major inequalities.

Women in the West have made great headway in the fields of education and employment over the past 50 years.
Women often out-achieve men educationally, and are entering occupations and professions that would once have
been out of bounds. They often attain high positions within organisations and in some countries have even risen
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to the top of political power. Successful female entrepreneurs often appear in the media, perhaps leading some to
conclude that women are now competing on a level playing field.

However, if we look more carefully we soon see that significant problems still exist. Women suffer inequalities in
employment and have yet to achieve pay that is equal to that of men doing similar work. In addition, women are
generally still responsible for child rearing and housework, creating a ‘double burden’ for those who work full time.
Moreover, despite the success of some women in gaining positions of influence, these are the exception rather than
the rule, and women are still outnumbered in positions of power. Finally, the dominant view of women in the media
is not one of successful entrepreneur or public figure but of ‘sex object’, a situation that has barely changed over the
past 50 years.

Consequently, despite some very real gains, | feel that women of the previous century must see much that they
recognise when observing the position of women in society today.

Test 4 Task 1

The two tables together give a snapshot of the reasons people choose to stop smoking and when they intend to

give up.

The main reason smokers give for stopping is for general health (71%], with financial considerations (31%) and the
risk of smoking-related diseases (25%) being the next two most popular reasons. One fact to highlight from this
table is that almost twice the percentage of heavy smokers cite present health problems as the reason compared to
light smokers.

According to the second table, the majority of smokers questioned (71%] intended to give up, with light smokers
more inclined to stop (79%) than heavy smokers (60%). 35% of smokers said they were planning to give up within
the next six months and only 12% said they were prepared to try within the following month. Although only 29%
of smokers on average were unwilling to give up, heavy smokers were almost twice as unwilling to try as light
smokers, which perhaps reflects the level of addiction in the former group.

Test 4 Task 2

Taking a year off from education between finishing school or college and going to university is a popular choice for
young people. Generally speaking, doing so does not negatively affect their educational progress and, depending on
how the time out is spent, can lead to invaluable experiences before moving into higher education.

For example, one of the most popular reasons for taking an educational break is to travel. This offers the student

an opportunity to come face to face with different cultures, to meet new people and in some cases will open up new
opportunities abroad that may not have arisen at home. Alternatively, some choose to spend the period in work. This
could be in the voluntary sector, on conservation projects or in paid work, for example as an au pair or even teaching
English overseas. The skills and experiences gained can be extremely useful at university and when looking for
employment afterwards.

However, taking a year out can have its drawbacks. To begin with, it means spending a year away from studying.
Returning to it and regaining the discipline and focus required can be difficult for some. Additionally, the break
can lead to carefully laid plans being blown off course if attractive offers of work or further travel become
available.

Nevertheless, it is probably true to say that the benefits far outweigh the drawbacks. The time spent away from
education gives the person the chance to reflect on life and any important decisions before signing up for a lengthy
and expensive period of study. What is more, the experiences gained during the year out will build self confidence
and maturity, qualities that will prove invaluable in the years to come.

pWiplyLieap
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General Training Test A Task 1 iflﬂthﬂgG

Dear Sir or Madam,

| am writing in reference to the advertisement you placed in the Stansfield Observer for waiters and waitresses.

| am 22 years old and | am a part-time student at college. | have held several positions in catering outlets during my
studies and, as the restaurant where | am currently employed is due to close, | am keen to find another position as
soon as possible.

| have completed and passed the advanced certificate in food hygiene and am therefore familiar with the
requirements of working in the catering industry. In my current job, in addition to working as a waiter, | am also
responsible for counting up takings at the end of the day.

| am very reliable and trustworthy, have a friendly, outgoing personality and enjoy dealing with the public. | would be
very grateful if | could be considered for the position. My employer is happy to supply a reference and | am available
for interview at any time except Tuesday and Thursday afternoons when | attend college.

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any questions.

| look forward to hearing from you.

Yours faithfully,

General Training Test A Task 2

The growth in supermarkets is a direct result of the convenience they offer consumers. Being able to park the car
easily, and to put all your shopping in a trolley that can then be pushed to the car and home in an hour or two makes
life a lot easier for people who are short of time. Furthermore, thanks to the competition between supermarket
chains and the power they have in negotiating the lowest prices from their suppliers, the cost of goods is kept to a
minimum.

Such convenience has a consequence, however, as small, independent shops find it very difficult to compete with
these megastores. To begin with, parking in inner-city shopping centres can be very difficult, which makes if hard to
attract customers to the area. And for those who are fortunate enough to find parking, the thought of carrying bags
from one shop to the next in order to do the weekly shop is seen as rather cumbersome. In addition, these small
shopkeepers are unable to compete on price with the supermarkets as they do not buy in such bulk. The result is
that many high streets are littered with empty, boarded-up shops, increasing the likelihood of crime and vandalism.

Therefore, | would argue that supermarkets do have a negative impact on local communities. However, due to the
convenience they offer it is unlikely that they are ever going to disappear. Consequently, in order to stay in business,
small shops will have to use the advantage they have of being more personal, and offer a friendly, niche service.
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General Training Test B Task 1

Dear Sir,

| am writing with regards to the complaint | made to you on 21* November concerning the stay | had at your hotel the
previous night.

You may remember that on the day in question, you had a serious problem with your central heating system and that
there was a great deal of noise, which started as early as 4 o'clock in the morning. Not surprisingly, this resulted in

a very poor night's sleep for my wife and me. We complained about this to you when we checked out. You agreed that
we had a cause to complain and assured me that you would be contacting us regarding compensation.

It has now been three weeks since that conversation and we have yet to hear from you. Could you please confirm that
this issue is being dealt with? | would also be grateful if you could let me know when we can expect to be told the
amount of compensation we will be receiving.

| look forward to hearing from you very soon.

Yours faithfully,

General Training Test B Task 2

Young people today are often reprimanded by their parents for living a passive lifestyle. In my country, for example,
young children in particular are criticized for spending too long interacting with technology rather than being outside
playing sports, climbing trees and doing all the other activities their parents claim they enjoyed as children. To what
extent are these comments deserved?

On the surface, they would appear justified. There is a whole industry that encourages children to lead a sedentary
lifestyle, for example sitting in front of a PC or games console. Dedicated satellite or cable TV channels for young
people offer the chance to sit idly watching one programme after the next, often repeats of something that was on
the day or week before.

However, it can also be argued that young people are adapting to the society they live in, a completely different place
to the world their parents grew up in. Firstly, the roads today are far busier than they were in the past, which makes
it very difficult for children to play outside. Secondly, children are often restricted from being outside by parents who
have become overly concerned about dangers they imagine exist outside their four walls. Finally, it has to be said
that many parents use the technology they complain about as a way of keeping young children occupied.

| think children today are less active and that it is something we should be concerned about. However, it is wrong to

put the blame on technology. Children should be encouraged more to take up sports at school and parents should be
more willing to support their children in exploring the outside world.
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Track 29

Test 1 Part 1

In this first part of the exam 1'd like to ask you some general questions about yourself. Where do you live?
I live in Portugal in a place called Figueira da Foz ... It's not far from Coimbra, ... which is a famous university city.

Is it a nice place to live?
Yes, very nice ... It's on the coast ... It's a tourist resort so there are lots of things to do there ... especially in the
summer.

Do you have many tourists visit your area?
Yes ... it gets very busy in the summer ... with Portuguese and overseas visitors ... but | like seeing the place come to
life when all these people arrive.

Let's talk about your interests. Do you have any hobbies or interests?
| really enjoy swimming and surfing ... We host surfing competitions in Figueira and | became interested in it when |
was younger ... My father used to take me and | really enjoyed it.

Have you seen a good film recently?

I haven't been to the cinema for quite a long time actually ... | study most evenings and it's not something | often
do ... go to the cinema that is ... | watch films on TV occasionally but | can’t bring to mind any particular ones at the
moment.

How often do you go out with friends?

Most weekends ... There are lots of bars and cafes near where | live and we also spend time hanging out on the
beach after college when it's warm enough.

Test 1 Part 2

I'm going to give you a topic and I'd like you to talk about it for one to two minutes. Before you talk, you have one minute to
think about what you are going to say. You can make some notes if you wish. Here is your topic.

A well-known person | admire ... That's a tricky question ... | can’t say I've ever given it much thought ... |
suppose an obvious person is someone like Nelson Mandela ... the ex-President of South Africa ... Most people
who have admirable qualities also seem to have a darker side ... Maybe they're very ambitious or change their
attitude or behaviour and you no longer find them quite so admirable ... That's often the case with politicians

... but someone like Mandela ... he spent all that time in prison because of his beliefs ... and he stayed true

to what he believed in throughout all those years in prison .... He won over the hearts of the people of South
Africa, whatever race they were ... | can remember the day he was released from prison and also the time

South Africa hosted the World Cup ... Mandela made a speech and it seemed to capture the hopes of the whole
nation. ... | think his reputation is based on values like courage, respect for others ... being a great statesman ...
Whenever someone important — another politician for example - was pictured with him they always seemed to
be insignificant in comparison ... | suppose | admire him for the same reason | admire anyone who stands up for
their principles no matter what life throws at them ... and particularly with Mandela - he stood up for something
that everyone should hold dear ... equality and freedom from oppression and prejudice ... Yes ... Nelson Mandela
.... that's who | admire.

183



184

Test 1 Part 3

We ve been talking about the subject of fame and celebrity. I'd like to discuss this subject with you with some more
questions. Do you think being famous is a worthwhile ambition?

No ... not simply to be famous ... That's the problem with the people on reality TV shows — they sometimes say they
want to be recognised ... to be famous ... | think the ambition should be for what you do ... not just to be well known.

Who are currently some of the biggest celebrities in your country?

Well ... | suppose our politicians are well known ... to Portuguese people anyway ... and then of course there’s José
Mourinho and Cristiano Ronaldo ... They're very well known ... if you like football that is ... | think I'm more proud of
people like Fernando Pessoa ... our great poet - not a celebrity, | know, but very famous around the world.

Do celebrities deserve the attention they get from the media?

| think the media needs celebrities and celebrities need the media - they live off each other ... Most of them don’t
deserve all the attention but news about attractive celebrities sells newspapers and magazines so | suppose it's just
natural.

Does fame generatly bring happiness to the individual?
I don’t know, really ... It's a little like the earlier question ... whether fame itself is worth aiming for ... If you are happy
doing whatever it is that makes you famous, then perhaps yes ... but sometimes fame can interfere with your life.

Do well-known peaple suffer a loss of personal privacy?

Definitely ... yes ... As | just said ... fame can interfere with your day-to-day life ... Celebrities can be hounded by the
paparazzi as soon as they leave their homes and stories can appear about them in the media that may or may not be
true ... It's not something I'd like.

If you could be famous for doing something, what would it be?

I'd like to be well known for being a great surfer ... maybe like Gabriel Medina or Adriano De Souza - they're well-
known surfers ... probably not famous to people who don’t know about surfing but that wouldn’t matter to me.

Track 30

Test 2 Part 1

In this first part of the exam I'd like to ask you some general questions about yourself. How long have you been studying
English?

Along time ... | studied it at school for several years and then carried on when | went to college ... probably about six
years now.

Do you enjoy learning another language?

Ilove it ... It's not learning the grammar and vocabulary that | enjoy - that’s the hard part - but once you reach a level
where you can listen to the radio or watch films in that language or read books in that language ... that's what | find
satisfying.

What subjects did you find interesting at school?

Well ... as | said ... languages were fun ... once | reached a higher level ... but | suppose my favourite subject was art
... I still attend art classes and love drawing and painting ... It's something you can get totally engrossed in ... It's very
relaxing.

Let’s talk about travel. Have you been on holiday recently?

Not this year no ... but last year | went to France with my family, to Paris ... We spent a week there ... seeing all the
sights and visiting some of the other important towns and cities ... Bordeaux ... Nice ... It was really good fun and the
weather was excellent.
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What is our favourite form of transport?

That's easy - the train ... | love travelling on my own on trains ... It's a great way to see the landscape you're moving
through and you also get the chance to meet local people who share your carriage ... If | had the chance I'd spend a
year travelling around the world by train.

Where would you like to spend a two-week holiday if you could go anywhere?

I'suppose China ... although two weeks wouldn't be long enough to visit all the places I'd like to see ... It would be
fantastic to travel on some of the main train routes between the major cities - second class of course - so | could
share the journey with ordinary local people.

Test 2 Part 2

I'm going to give you a topic and I'd like you to talk about it for one to two minutes. Before you talk, you have one minute to
think about what you are going to say. You can make some notes if you wish. Here is your topic.

| went on a caravan holiday with my parents once ... | was probably about nine or 10 at the time ... and the caravan
park had a restaurant called The Matchbox Bar’ ... The walls of the restaurant were absolutely covered with
matchboxes from all over the world ... | can still picture it now ... it really was quite a sight ... Anyway it certainly
grabbed my imagination ... | had friends who collected stamps ... but matchboxes ... I'd never hard of that ... so

as soon as we got back home | started collecting them myself ... | used to ride around the streets where | lived
looking for matchboxes people had thrown away ... You'd be surprised how many different ones you could find

in one journey ... And relatives used to bring me some back from their holidays abroad ... That was always really
exciting ... You used to be able to get packs or sets of them ... | remember the matches were waxy ... from Spain |
think ... the boxes all with a different image on the front ... The collection just grew and grew ... | remember having
over 3,000 different ones at one point ... That was a long time ago but now | think about it ... | remember really
enjoying myself ... It was just good fun really ... seeing the collection get bigger and bigger ... As you get older

it's difficult to re-create that sense of fun you have as a child ... It's a pity ... but anyway ... that's a hobby of mine |

really enjoyed.

a
Test 2 Part 3 l —
We ve been talking about the subject of hobbies and interests. I'd like to discuss this subject with you with some more
guestions. What are the benefits of having a hobby or an interest?
I'think there are several ... It allows you to switch off from work or your studies and focus on something else ...

Depending on the hobby, it might help you keep fit or get out of the house ... You can meet other people with the
same interest ... So there are lots of benefits.

Do hobbies change from generation to generation?

The young people | know don't have the hobbies my parents had - collecting stamps ... or, like me, collecting
matchboxes ... I'm not sure that kind of thing interests people these days ... Perhaps children grow out of

wanting to collect things at a younger age now ... Playing instruments is popular with my friends and that's timeless,
isn'tit?

In what ways can hobbies or interests bring people together?

Well ... taking my last point - playing music - this must be especially enjoyable when you play with a group of people
rather than on your own ... | suppose it's the same with any interest - when you can share your love of it with others it
brings you closer together.

Are there any hobbies that can lead to work in the same area?

Perhaps something like photography ... This could always lead to you being asked to take photos at weddings or
birthdays ... Maybe eventually you could get a job as a photographer ... | suppose any creative hobbies could result in
the person setting up their own business ... making jewellery ... art ... that kind of thing.

185



186

Has the use of technology in the home led to a decline in hobbies?
Possibly yes ... because we spend so much time on social networking sites and it's so easy to do ... Youonly need a
smart phone handy and you can waste hours texting and browsing the web.

Are some people put off taking up some hobbies because of the cost involved?

Certainly ... yes ... If you take something like golf ... a lot of people | know play golf but it can cost a fortune ... There's
the equipment ... the club membership fee ... I'm sure there must be lots of hobbies like that that deter a lot of
people.

Track 31

pWiplyLieap

In this first part of the exam 1'd like to ask you some general questions about yourself. Are you currently studying at a
school or college?

Yes ... I'm studying at a language school in town ... | came at the beginning of the year on a short course and liked it
so much | booked myself onto another one.

Test 3 Part 1

Why are you taking the IELTS exam?
| need it to get into university ... It's a general entry requirement for all overseas students and | need to get 7 ... but
I'm also doing an entrance test at the university as a back-up ... just in case [ELTS doesn't go to plan.

What do you hope to do after you finish your studies?
I'm hoping to go into teaching ... After I've finished my degree | want to do a postgraduate course so | can teach in
high school ... Ideally I'd like to teach history ... that's the subject | plan to study at university.

Let’s talk about food. What kind of food do you like to eat?
| eat anything really ... but if | was going out somewhere for a special meal I'd probably choose a Thai restaurant ... |
adore Thai food ... It's very expensive in my country ... but that's definitely my favourite cuisine.

Can you cook?
Yes ... | enjoy cooking a lot ... | only learnt recently ... after | left home to come here to study. | live in a shared flat so
I've had to learn how to cook ... I'm not very good but | enjoy it.

Are there any regional specialities in your country you would recommend to visitors?

The most famous food from my country is pasta, of course, and there are lots of different kinds ... Most people know
the famous dishes like cannelloni ... spaghetti bolognese ... | think | would recommend trying spaghetti alle vongole
... It's a seafood pasta from Rome ... It's delicious.

Test 3 Part 2

I'm going to give you a topic and I'd like you to talk about it for one to two minutes. Before you talk, you have one minute to
think about what you are going to say. You can make some notes if you wish. Here is your topic.

I'm afraid it's not very imaginative but | think the most important possession | have is my phone ... At least that's the
thing | use most often each day ... I'm not particularly attached to it ... It's only a phone, after all, and I'll probably
change it for another one in time ... but it's so practical ... | think I'd be lost without it ... How long have | had it? Well ...
I got it last year just before | came to England .... My parents bought it for me as a going-away present ... also, | think,
because they wanted to make sure | kept in touch with them regularly ... It's a smart phone ... so | use it to text and
speak with my mum and dad, but it's also a great way to keep up with the news ... | don’t bother buying newspapers
because | can read everything online ... In fact that's the first thing | do when | wake up - | check to see if | have any
messages then read the main stories in the news ... What else? | listen to music on it ... | download podcasts from
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some of my favourite radio shows ... watch videos .... take lots and lots of photos ... then there’s the sat nav which is
really useful as well ... The one in my car isn’t very reliable ... The sat nav on the phone updates itself regularly so it's
very accurate ... Yes ... | use it all the time ... | doubt if an hour passes without it being used for one thing or another
... s0 that's my most important possession.

Test 3 Part 3 iflnngqud

We ve been talking about personal possessions. I'd like to discuss this subject with you with sorne more questions. Do our
important possessions these days tend to be technology based?

| think most young people want to have all the latest gadgets - phones ... PCs ... laptops ... games consoles ... | don't
know which of these people regard as their most important though ... maybe none of them.

What kind of possessions often have sentimental value?

Probably things that have been bought as a present by loved ones ... and things like jewellery to celebrate a wedding
or engagement ... Family photographs and videos as well - these aren’t worth money as such but are really
important memories of our past.

Does the advertising industry lead to us buying things we don't really need?

Definitely yes ... especially with things like technology ... We're always being told to upgrade our phone or computer
when the one we have is perfectly okay ... When you walk around big stores there are shelves full of things that we
don’t really need but end up buying so ... yes | think it does.

How should parents deal with demands from their children for things they have seen advertised?

It must be very hard for parents ... In my country there are adverts all the time aimed at children and they probably
always want to have things their friends have ... | think if | had children | would just explain that they can't have
everything they see ... Otherwise they can easily become spoilt.

Are we happier the more things we own?

Not really, no ... We get excited about getting things we don’t have - the trip to the shop to buy some new clothes
is always enjoyable - but, once you have the things, | don’t think it makes us any happier really ... we just end up
wanting something else.

Is there anything you don't have that you would like to buy?

| don't think so ... | have everything | need ... maybe a new laptop but | don't really need one - it’s just the idea of
having a shiny new one that's appealing ... No, | don’t need anything at the moment.

Track 32

Test 4 Part 1

In this first part of the exam I'd like to ask you some general questions about yourself. Do you come from a large family?
No ... just me, my mum and dad, and my younger brother ... My father comes from a large family ... | think he had 11
brothers and sisters when they were all alive ... but we're quite a normal sized family.

Have you got a favourite relative?
My Nan is probably my favourite ... She's very kind and a really good conversationalist ... always asking about my
studies ... my friends ... She’s the oldest of all my relatives ... 91, | think ... but still very active.

How often do you get to see your wider family?
Not very often actually ... We get together at big family celebrations but these don’t happen very often ... so only once
a year maybe ... We all live a long way from each other as well so it's difficult to meet up frequently.
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Let’s talk about work. Do you have any definite career ambitions?

Yes ... | hope to become an architect ... My father’s an architect and I've always been fascinated by his work ... He's
always building scaled-down models of buildings at home - there’s always one on his table in his study - | think it's a
really creative job ... That's what | want to do.

How easy is it to find work where you live?
Generally it's quite difficult ... | live in @ small town and there aren’t many opportunities to work locally ... You have to
travel into the main cities ... and at the moment there's a lot of unemployment so it's not easy.

If you could do any job you liked, what would it be?

Well ... becoming an architect is my real ambition and | think I'll be very happy dong that ... | suppose a dream job
would allow me to travel around the world and visit all the major cities ... Maybe if | can become an architect who
travels the world ... that would be fantastic.

Test 4 Part 2

I'm going to give you a topic and I'd like you to talk about it for one to two minutes. Before you talk, you have one minute to
think about what you are going to say. You can make some notes if you wish. Here is your topic.

I'm not sure I'd like to live there permanently but I'd love to have a flat in Amsterdam in the Netherlands ... I've been
there two times - the last time was with my family and on both occasions | really enjoyed myself ... It's like a lot of
big cities in some ways - a very busy centre with thousands of tourists ... We stayed in a suburb about 20 minutes
from the centre ... It was very cosmopolitan .. lots of different restaurants with food from all around the world ... It
was lovely ... There are a few things | really like about Amsterdam ... the architecture for one thing - we went into a
library and it was so bright and spacious ... very modern looking - then there are the parks - we went to a couple
and they were really peaceful ... even the one right in the middle of the city ... | can't remember the name now ... But
the thing | liked most of all is how well cyclists are treated there - the roads seem to be divided up so that the trams
and the cars can share one bit and the cyclists get a wide lane all to themselves ... There are cyclists everywhere
and they all seem to be totally confident and safe ... In my country cycling on the busy roads is very dangerous - it's
really not something | enjoy - but there in Amsterdam it seemed to be the best way to travel ... It gets quite cold there
in the winter so | wouldn’'t want to be there all year ... but it would be lovely to have a place to stay in the spring and
summer ... That would be good.

Test 4 Part 3

We 've been talking about the subject of places we would like to live. I'd like to discuss this subject with you with some
more questions. What is it about a place that makes it feel like home?

If you mean the area, | think people make the difference - having people you recognise and can say hello to ... that's
a sign you feel at home ... As far as your own house is concerned, | think making it cosy and warm is the best way to
make it homely.

Is it important to live close to your relatives?

When your parents get older and need taking care of ... yes it's important to live close to them ... Other peaple ...
like brothers and sisters ... when you live a long way away from them it means you don’t get to see each other very
frequently so it would be nice to live quite close.

What are the main reasons people decide to move to another location?

Usually because of work | suppose - you might get transferred from one office or factory to one in a different city ...
And when people retire they often decide to move away from the city into the country ... somewhere they can relax
and enjoy the countryside.

i3
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What are the kind of things a family looks for when deciding where to live?

If you have young children it's important what the nearest schools are like ... Then the transport system - people
usually like to live near a train station but not too close to busy roads ... Shopping as well - people like to have some
shops nearby ... | think they also worry about crime and whether it's a safe place to live.

Why do some people choose to leave their own country and live abroad?
Possibly the weather ... they might live in a cold climate and want to live somewhere that gets a lot more sunshine
throughout the year ... It might also be for the same reason | mentioned before - they move because of their job

perhaps. - s o o’
oWiplgbieap

Do you think people who want to move to another country have a realistic idea of what it will be like?

| think often they probably don't ... not if they're moving because they spent a few weeks on holiday there once a year

... You probably don't get a true impression of a place when you're a tourist ... Maybe you see all the good things and

don’t get to discover things that might be a problem if you live there permanently.
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http://www.cdc.gov/physicalactivity/everyone/quidelines/
adults.html]

Test 4: Reading

(Passage 1)
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/
china/9263425/40-killed-during-hour-long-hailstorm-in-
China.html
http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/2011/10/02/20111
002weather-phoenix-hail-damage-year-later.html
http://www.chaseday.com/hailfall.htm
http://www.nssl.noaa.gov/education/svrwx101/hail/
http://www.islandnet.com/~see/weather/elements/
hailform.htm

http://www.torro.org.uk/site/hscale.php

(Passage 2)
http://news.cnet.com/8301-30686_3-20112534-266/
wireless-spectrum-shortage-what-spectrum-shortage/
http://dvice.com/archives/2012/06/how-twisted-lig.php
http://www.extremetech.com/extreme/120803-vortex-
radio-waves-could-boost-wireless-capacity-infinitely
http://i09.com/5921078/scientists-twist-light-to-carry-an-
astounding-25-terabits-of-information-per-second
http://arstechnica.com/science/2012/06/twist-light-carry-
terabits-of-data/]

(Passage 3)

http://www.china.org.cn/video/2012-02/21/
content_24692583.htm
http://www.freemalaysiatoday.com/category/
leisure/2012/07/19/shanghai-%E2%80%93-sinking-by-
the-second/
http://www.science20.com/news_articles/northwest_
houston_sinking_fast
http://www.upi.com/Science_News/2010/09/28/Geologist-
Parts-of-Houston-are-sinking/UPI-50181285721438/
http://news.asiaone.com/News/Latest%2BNews/Asia/
Story/A1Story20111109-309598.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2011/sep/06/
bangkok-thailand-risks-steadily-sinking
http://seattletimes.com/html/nationworld/2016310507_
mexicosinking25.html]

o
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